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Introduction

By much of the media and many of his fellow activists, Mohsen Mahdawi is presented almost
unquestioningly as a Palestinian peace activist. An advocate for dialogue and reconciliation. A man
who, despite growing up surrounded by conflict, chose coexistence over violence.

We went looking at the historical record.

What we found was impossible to reconcile with that image of Mahdawi. Across years of statements,

social media posts, photographs, videos and interviews lies a political history that has largely escaped

public scrutiny. It includes repeated expressions of admiration and support for terrorists, terrorist

organisations, armed violence and those who carried it out. Nor does that record simply disappear with

the passage of ti me. Mahdawi As open association with Jar
throughout 202372026.

There is another part of the story. As Mahdawi built his public identity as a peace activist, troubling
elements of his past were repeatedly obscured or recast. Armed fighters and members of terrorist
organisations were presented by him simply as innocent Palestinian victims. Terrorist connections
within his own family were omitted from the stories he told about them. And important elements of the
personal history he has presented to American audiences simply do not correlate with the
contemporary historica | record.

This report also raises a wider question: how was so much of this missed? Mahdawi entered the United
States despite an extensive pre -2014 record of openly praising terrorist organisations, terrorists and
political violence - raising the obvious question of  whether any of this material was identified or
considered during the visa application process. In 2015, police reported disturbing comments involving
guns and Jews to the FBI, yet no apparent action followed. And as his public profile grew, journalists,
politicians, institutions and activist organisations repeatedly promoted the image of Mahdawi as a

peace activist - without apparently asking whether the biography and political identity they were
presenting to the public could survive even the most basic s crutiny of the substantial historical record.

This report does not ask the reader to take our characterisation of Mahdawi on trust. Instead, we have
reconstructed his record chronologically, placing his words and actions in their historical and political
context wherever possible.

The evidence is extensive.

Here it is, in chronological order.
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Methodology

This report is the product of extensive open  -source investigative research conducted across English,
Arabic and other relevant sources. Research included conventional and advanced search techniques,
archival searches, social media research, examination of contemporary reporting and publications, and
detailed contextual searches designed to test, corroborate and better understand individual statements,
events and claims identified during the investigation.

Particular attention  was paid to Arabic -language material. Arabic sources were translated using

multiple independent translation tools and, where the precise meaning of a passage was significant to

the analysis, translations were cross -checked across several systems and with  native Arabic speakers.
Searches were also conducted directly in Arabic, using alternative spellings, names, phrases and
terminology where appropriate.

The research also draws upon material posted by Mohsen Mahdawi on Facebook under privacy

settings that restricted some posts to Facebook friends. Some of the material documented in this report
does not therefore appear to have been previously publicly avai lable. The original URLs are listed in
the footnotes, and screenshots have been saved and archived, but most readers will find that they are
unable to access the material directly themselves.

Statements and social media posts were not assessed in isolation. Wherever possible, they were

examined in their original chronological, political and conversational context. References to

individuals, organisations, events and terminology were independent ly researched in order to establish
what Mahdawi was referring to at the time and to avoid attributing significance to a statement solely

on the basis of a literal or decontextualised translation.

The resulting timeline distinguishes, where relevant, between primary -source material,
contemporaneous reporting, subsequent accounts and
independently corroborated wherever possible. Where the available evidence does not permit a

definitive conclusion, the report makes that limitation clear.

A Living Document

This report is published as Version 1 (V1) of a living document: an attempt to assemble the fullest

possible record from the evidence currently available. It will be updated as new information and

materials emerge. Anyone with additional evidence, correcti ons or information that may help complete
the story is invited to contact either of the authors.

t

h e



Mohsen Mahdawi  September 2026 | Collier Feldman INVESTIGATIVE REPORT- V1

From Birth to 2002

1990

September 12: Mohsen Mahdawi born. *

1997
Approximate Mahdawi As mo tFhaerdCatge?aves Al

1998

Approximate: Mahdawi As younger brother passes away.

2000 or 2001

Unspecified: Mahdawi claims that, when he was 10, his best friend Hameida was shot dead. Mahdawi
has repeatedly told this story, recounting a version of it at almost every event, and it helped establish

his legitimacy when speaking about the conflict. The death also pr ovides the setting for his uncle
Thaer As inspirational Jeducation firstj speech, which Mas
graveside. 4

Fact check : No child was killed at the camp in 2000 / 2001.  ° Only a single child was killed at the
camp throughout the entire Second Intifada - and that child was not shot. This formative event, as he
described it, never happened.

This is not just an issue of childhood memory. Mahdawi AS
details - but rested on an impossible timeline. As the inconsistency became publicly visible, Mahdawi

subsequently corrected his age, only for the correcti on to create a further chronological impossibility.

The report returns to these claims in more detail later. 6

2001

September12: Uncl e Thaer As deat h, Mahdawi As 11th birthday. Th
Palestinian Preventive Security Service in Tubas. He was killed at Tamoun during the Second Intifada,
alongside two other Palestinian security officers, Tawfiq Jaber Abu Shar ar and Shaher Bani Odeh. 7

Twenty -f our years | ater, Thaer As son commemorated the three
explicitly describedasa 3 her oi ¢ (emphasis edded by authors) :2

Mohsen Mahdawi, YThe Pal esti npPdavouTEeydeas i ence. A March 12
2 The Valley News article two -part article December 27/28 2020

3 ibid.

4 ibid.

5B AT s eHatelities Database

6 This report page 8 1

" Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, = Weekly Report September 12 2001

8 Eyad Mahdawi, Facebook post, September 12 2025. Screenshot and archived copy held by authors.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64dGAZWqn14
https://archive.ph/9Sr3R
https://statistics.btselem.org/en/all-fatalities/by-date-of-incident
https://pchrgaza.org/weekly-report-on-israeli-human-rights-violations-in-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-12-september-2001
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=642638442253063&set=a.129319866918259
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JFriday, September 12, -fauth?aBnjversary of kthes padsihgeof niywedomed y

father, the heroic martyr Thaer Mahdawi (Abu lyad), and his heroic brothers Tawfiq Jaber Abu

Sharar and Shaher Bani Odeh, who were martyred in a heroic battle on the land of Tamoun.

Gl ory and eternity to them and to all the martyrs of P

Thaer's son's description of his father's death as occur
Palestinian commemoration of the incident. In 2014, a memorial was unveiled at Tamoun to Thaer

Mahdawi and the two other Palestinian security officer s killed with him. The Fatah National Relations

Commi ssion'"s account of the ceremony explicitly commemor
battlej and stated that they had 3confronted the occupat
enter Tamoun . A separate report of the memorial described the incident still more explicitly as an

Jarmed clash and | sraeli bombardment . j

Fatah National Rel aUnvetiny©f TBeoTanmunsviermooia , A B ALp 2014l



https://www.fatehwatan.ps/page-79184.html?
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The Death of Muhammad Ahmad Mubaraq

Ishteiwi
2002
June 29: Muhammad Ahmad Mubaraq Ishteiwi is the only child killed at Al -FaraANa Camp during t

Second Intifada. He was a 14 -year -old resident of the camp, which is in the Tubas District, about 10
miles north -east of Nablus. *°

Media reports at the time show that Ishte  iwi did not die in the centre of the camp near the houses and
did not get killed by a bullet. Ishteiwi was at the edge of the camp, where children had gathered and

were confronting two Israeli military jeeps that had approached the camp. Ishte iwi died after he
inhaled gas from a gas canister that either hit him or exploded near him.

JAt about 14: 00, two | srael iFamial iat arey ujgeep £ atthpo Vie cC hii i tc

gathered and threw stones toward the two jeeps; soldiers immediately fired tear -gas canisters.
Mohammed Ishteiwi was struck in the chest and his body was found about an
agricultural road leadithg to the refugee camp. Aj

Context: This occurred during Operation Determined Path, following a wave of deadly suicide

bombings in June 2002. Israeli forces were operating in nearby Tubas, a significant Hamas

stronghold. Contemporary reporting of the incident describes two military jeeps nea r the campAs
entrance; it does not describe tanks, foot soldiers or a major ground incursion into Al -F ar &anp.t?

We also found a 2011 account concerning the death which drew upon information supplied by

Yaser Abu Keshek, who was head of the Popular Services Committee for Al -FaraANa Camp at the
of Ishteiwi's death. *The Popul ar Services Committee is effectively
and its main interface with the outside world. Abu Kesh
in the camp:

JThe camp residents have not forgotten the story of th
who died due to the negligence of the agency's clinic in the camp. At the time, there were large
protests by the residents against this negligence that claimed the life of an innocent <chil d.

The 2011 account states that the Popular Services Committee provided the author with copies of
correspondence between the committee and UNRWA from both before and after Ishteiwi's death.

0B A T s eHatelities Database

11 palestinian Centre for Human Rights ~ Weekly Report _July 4 2002
2BBCNewstd |l srael Pull s Qunel3@F02 Ramal |l ahA
13 Maan News ' Preparations For Elections A June 18 2011



https://statistics.btselem.org/en/all-fatalities/by-date-of-incident?section=overall&tab=overview
https://pchrgaza.org/weekly-report-on-israeli-human-rights-violations-in-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-04-july-2002/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/2041588.stm
https://www.maannews.net/news/397751.html
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This presented an i mmediate problem for Mahdawi As versic
near his home, playing basketball, encountering foot soldiers, seeing a tank, witnessing the shooting
and then holding his best friend's blood  -soaked body. **

To understand exactly what happened we reached out to Abu Keshek and had an email exchange with
him on August 18 2026. We asked if he remembered the event, and to confirm other details. He
responded quickly (emphasis added by authors) :1°

JHI, Mr . Davi d,
Thank you for your message and your interest.

At the time, | was the head of the Popular Services Committee for Al -Fara'a Camp; any
correspondence regarding this matter can be verified with the camp committee.

Regarding the child martyr: his name is correct in both instances, as "Mubarak" is his
grandfather's name and "Isht  eiwi" is the family name.

| recall the incident well. The child was taken to the UNRWA clinic after being wounded by the
occupation army . The family accused the UNRWA clinic of negligence in treating the child and,
in reaction, attacked the clinic's premises - an action that prompted UNRWA to close the clinic
and suspend services.

However, | contacted the head of the health program at UNRWA at this time, Dr. Omia
Khammash. | told him ? as | recall ? that the camp's children should not be deprived of health
services simply because of the immediate reaction of an affected family. He respo nded
promptly and restored health services for the camp's residents.

Respectfully
yaser abu keshek W D MF T

The documented circumstances of Ishteiwi's death cannot be reconciled with Mahdawi's account. The
location of the confrontation, the contemporary description of what happened, and the testimony of
the man who headed the camp's Popular Services Committee at the time are incompatible with
Mahdawi's description of being near his home playing basketball, encountering Israeli foot soldiers,
witnessing his best friend being shot, and then holding the boy's blood -soaked body.

14 Tara Brach Podcast With Mohsen Mahdaw i March 19 2026

15 Email received from the former head of the Popular Service Committee for Al -FaraANa Camp on Au:¢
18 2026



https://podscripts.co/podcasts/tara-brach/love-based-activism-a-conversation-with-tara-brach-and-mohsen-mahdawi-part-i
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Before Birzeit University

2002 or 2003

Between September 12 2002 and September 11 2003: During this period when Mahdawi was 12, he
repeatedly described an incident in which he collected the remains of Palestinians killed in an Israel
strike (emphasis added by authors) :

JSeeing people, body parts just torn apart all over tF
had to peel it with my Ilittle hands when | wa¥ 12 year
J At an I2raeli raid killed several people, | collected their remains with my hands, scraped

skin from the walls, and gathered fingers from the ground to place them in plastic bags." e

3JWhen | was 12 years old, | witnessed a stmdilke that st¥
went to the location, age 12, a kid, holding a plastic bag in my hand and collecting their body

parts in my ¥%ittle handsij

JMahdawi had recalled how he had collected the Ybody p
camp in the middtfe of the night.j

Fact check : No corresponding incident appears in the recorded fatalities at Al -FaraANa Camp. I nde
across the entire Second Intifada, only one person is recorded as being killed by Israeli forces inside
Al-Far aNa Camp: Muhammad Ahmad M®baraqg | shtei wi in 2002.

Mahdawi appears to be recalling elements of a real local incident and placing himself at the centre of

the story. As this report will document, this apparent tendency to insert himself into identifiable events

recurs throughout his autobiographical account s. In July 2001, when Mahdawi was ten (not twelve), an

explosion occurred at around 2 a.m. at a vehicle  -parts garage in an industrial area outside a nearby

village . It appears to have been a bomb -making accident, and several of those killed were members of

Kata'ibal -Awd a , an armed Fatah formati on. Mahdawi Agearaoldc ount w
boy to have left the refugee camp in the middle of the night, ma de his way to an off -camp industrial

Mot her NahseeMahddwi Fought ICE A J R5r2@25

Y"The New AANrmrabtmpg Admi ni stration i ¢ Fepromwartyo2bmRriOi2éon Me
18 Insight Medication Centre, _interview with Mahdawi __, January 13 2026

Al J azlkeS Detins Pdlestinian Activis t April 15 2025

0B A T s eHatelitires Database

10


https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/06/mohsen-mahdawi-columbia-protests-ice-arrest-release-mahmoud-khalil/
https://www.newarab.com/news/mohsen-mahdawi-trump-administration-trying-imprison-m
https://audiodharma.us-east-1.linodeobjects.com/transcripts/24337/20260113-Gil_Fronsdal-sati-buddhist_practice_for_building_bridges_to_peace_and_justice-transcript.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/15/palestinian-student-arrested-at-us-citizenship-interview-over-gaza-protests
https://statistics.btselem.org/en/all-fatalities/by-date-of-incident?section=overall&tab=overview
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site, and helped collect the fragmented remains of militants killed at a suspected bomb -making
facility. 21 22

2003

August 28 : Mahdawi's uncle, Yousef Abdul Latif Khader Mahdawi, 21, from Shuweika near Tulkarm, is
arrested. A member of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, he is subsequently sentenced to life imprisonment.

Israeli court records identify him as having recruited the suicide bomber and helped plan the March 30
2003 London Café bombing in Netanya: 2324

2004

November7: Mahdawi As cousin Amin Abu Kamel was killed during
subject of a targeted strike. 1 n an I nstagram post, Mahdawi cl ai med thes
violence,}{ without mentioning ADbAqQ Xa méd rAtsy ri sn/v oB rviegreeched s .i n
was an active member of the group, and a 2010 witness account places him travelling in a car alongside

Palestinian Islamic Jihad terrorists when he was killed. 26

December25: Mahdawi As cousin Thaer Abu Kamel (brother of Amir
Intifada. Abu Kamel was wanted by the Israeli forces and refused to surrender. 2

In an I nstagram post Mahdawi c¢claimed these |lives were ta

mentioning Abu Kamel As -Aqwva | Maermewnrts A nBrtihgeadds. Abu Kamel
of the group. 28

There is additional evidence of Thaer Abu Kamel As affili
the family within the armed factions of Fatah. From a 2007 account published on Palestine
Remembered, it emerges Moustafa Barghouti mourned with the family: 29
JThe Fatah | eadership in Jenin committed shamef ul acts
Barghouti from attending the mourning ceremony for the martyr Thaer Abu Kamel, a member
of the Al -Agsa Martyrs' Brigades, just before the elections, under the pretext that his presence at

the mourning house meant electioneering.

2lAlBawaba YPal estinians ModulyBO200he MartyrsA

2|sraelMFA ' I nvol vement of ®May6R002 Terrori smA

2Newspaper cutting from Birmingham News, YSuicide bomber
24 An Najah University News, Prisoner Youssef Mahdawi , 28 August 2017

2B AT s eHatelities Database

%Al Hawprn Statement A December 23 2010

27 Shireen Martyrs List

28 UNISPAL Record of Events December 2004

2 palestine Remembered YFar es Far ouk?tY Nbvembef 1BROOTr i me s A

11


https://www.albawaba.com/news/six-fateh-fighters-reportedly-assassinated-israeli-tank-fire-west-bank
https://web.archive.org/web/20040618025504/http:/www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2002/5/The%20Involvement%20of%20Arafat-%20PA%20Senior%20Officials%20and
https://nn.najah.edu/news/Prisoners-1/2017/08/28/48722/
https://statistics.btselem.org/en/all-fatalities/by-date-of-incident?section=overall&tab=overview
https://www.alhaq.org/monitoring-documentation/14258.html
https://www.shireen.ps/martyrs/show/200400788/%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-203233
https://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Jinin_524/Article_7898.html
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This angered Thaer's family, prompting them to invite Ba
Barghouti was running for President of the Palestinian Authority. 80

This is a Facebook post from an accounttitted 3Jenin Camp Wi | | Itddmomem&ates Theen d e r . j
and Amin Abu Kamel alongside other militants and depicts the men armed. st

B May7, 2016 @
a8)lin huwgg ab)lite 1azag aigls ol dgame guilly JalS)l ol Gaaly JolSl gl iU JUall clagall
@b pSazy dll# agill sl 3aneg

The heroic martyrs Thaer Abu Al-Kamil and Amin Abu Al-Kamil and Sheikh Mahmoud Abu Khalifa

and Muhammad Mashariq and Youssef Mashariq and Mahmoud Abu Al-Fahmi #;_L_aSas s dll
@ ' Hide original - Rate this translation

)

!
\
2

=

To remove any doubt over identification, the two men can be matched to photographs subsequently
posted to Instagram by Mahdawi himself in October 2024: 82

S0A 1l J a zAbbegRaval Btrikes Confident Note A December 25 2004
lFacebook)@misn ,Cadmp Wi |l | NMagZ20Burrender j
82 Mahdawi, Instagram post October 2024  archived

12


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2004/12/25/abbas-rival-strikes-confident-note
https://www.facebook.com/100068521045204/posts/1036930769710187/
https://archive.md/S4f7c#selection-547.205-547.271
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2005 or 2006

Unspecified: Mahdawi says he escaped bullets 3numerous ti mes:;i
when he was fifteen. *Me mber s of Mahdawi As family were actively eng
always possible Mahdawi was sometimes in the vicinity of violent action. But this still does not explain

his descriptions of activity inside the camp. Al -F a r &Ang was a relatively remote and comparatively

gui et camp during the Second Intifada. BATsel emAs fatali
Israeli forcesinside Al -Far aAa Camp dur i nypartonhfiéct: kel nyear vold Muhanvnad Ahmad

Mubarag Ishteiwi in June 2002. Three other Palestinians were killed near the camp in November 2001,

but they were senior Hamas operatives travelling past the camp in a taxi who were deliberately

targeted in an Israeli helicopter strike. 343536

Even after the Second Intifada, fatalities remained remarkably infrequent. Between 2006 and 2022,
BATselem records only five peopl-Farkd&anap€d by I sraeli.i forc

Al-Far aNa Camp has since changed considerably and become |

Mahdawi repeatedly describes his childhood as if he grew up in the post -October 2023 Al-Far aAa of

today - a camp characterised by armed militants and frequent Israeli incursions. But that was not the

Al-FaraAa in which he grew up. Whatever the involvement o]
activity elsewhere, the historical recor dAl-daeea AaoCampppt

his childhood as a place in which shootings, Israeli incursions and lethal confrontations were a routine
feature of life.

A 2002 incident illustrates the contrast particularly well. Three Hamas members fled to Al -FaraAa and
hid there. Israeli forces entered the camp and arrested them without encountering any resistance. 3% In

some years, such as 2001 and 2004, and despite intense searches through historical archives, no

significant violent activity in the camp was located.

This is particularly significant for the period in which Mahdawi was 15 and claims he was shot
(September 12 2005 - September 11 2006 ). Despite extensive searches, no significant violent incident
inside the camp was located during this period.

In the two recorded incidents in which children from the camp were shot, we are given names, ages
and details of both the circumstances and the injuries inflicted.

February 3 2005: Rami Issam Jawad, 13, was shot in the hand. Media reports state that Israeli forces
had positioned themselves at the J3entrance to the camp, i}
members of the camp had gone to the edge of the camp to confront them. 39

33Col umbi a SiHuwdredssof v P81 est i ni an St u devember 10028 k Out A

3B AT s eHatelities Database

%] srael Govlesrrnaneelnit Fbr ces Operate AgaNovembder232001lr or i st Mas't
% Guardian Yl s r a®Hamdas leader ANovember 24 2001

"B A T s eHatelities Database

Al J a zZAdVartyran Gdza and Arrest of FourinWestBank A Sept ember 3 2002

3% Wafa News Agency, Situation Updates , February 3 2005
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https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2023/11/10/hundreds-of-pro-palestinian-students-walk-out-as-part-of-national-call-to-action-gather-for-peaceful-protest-art-installation/
https://statistics.btselem.org/en/all-fatalities/by-date-of-incident?section=overall&tab=overview
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/israeli-forces-operate-against-terrorist-mastermind-abu-hanoud-23-nov-2001?
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/nov/24/israel1?
https://statistics.btselem.org/en/all-fatalities/by-date-of-incident?section=overall&tab=overview
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2002/9/3/%D8%B4%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%BA%D8%B2%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A?
https://info.wafa.ps/pages/details/30333
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September 26 2006: 14-year-old Munir Muhammad Abd al  -Fattah was shot. This event also took place
at the J3entrance to the campj in 3violent clashes;
his side/flank and taken to Dr. Khalil Suleiman Hospital in Jenin. His con dition was described as
moderate. We are also told several other youths suffered from gas inhalation. 40

In each documented incident located during the six -year period in which a child was shot, the child was
identified by name. On both occasions, the shootings occurred in the context of confrontations with
Israeli troops at or near the camp entrance.

Despite extensive searches across numerous databases and contemporary news sources, no record of
Mahdawi being shot was found.

“pal | nf €hiliNlejwesl atl FaraCamp A Sept ember 27 2006
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https://palinfo.com/news/2006/09/27/110174/

Mohsen Mahdawi  September 2026 | Collier Feldman INVESTIGATIVE REPORT- V1

The Birzeit University Years

2008

Unspecified: Mahdawi granted a scholarship to study computer engineering at Birzeit University near
Ramallah. 4

September: Mahdawi begins studying at Birzeit University. 42

2010

August10: | n a Facebook exchange, a friend told Mahdawi t hat
i mits.} Mahdawi agreed, before concluding: 3Soon, very
explicitly says 3the Jews, j not | sraelis or Zionists:

Q Mohsen Mahdawi
' dggx0 o WS ailb Loo ami
3922l $ax3 Lo (b

yousall ull dasy Jaiii lislg
29350l wlrolS 4685 g

dogull diaw L y5 Ly ja6

December 2: Mahdawi, at this point active on Facebook, posted about the Carmel wildfire, in which 44

people died. At the time this was the*Manpathdseekidlad ci vi | di
were Prison Service cadets whose bus was trapped by the fire while travelling to assist in the

evacuation of Damon Prison; Palestinian prisoners were among those being evacuated. 45

Mahdawi responded to the disaster with delight, writing that as long as JZionistsj were burnir
no problem with the fire an®# would even 3be fuel for it.

“TheBr own andAWht ueebt As Journey From The AWeDstc eBrebrekr To0 2T0F
42 |inkedIn Mohsen Mahdawi accoun _t

43 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post August 3 2010, screenshot and archived copy held by authors

“Jewi sh ChQeornmecll eF it ReceMleen32016 A

®Ti mes o fPridos SewvieclRealdies to Evacuate Inmates A November 24 2016

46 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post December 2 2010, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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https://archive.ph/hGeJ6
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mohsen-m-843046265/details/education
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mohsen-m-843046265/details/education
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid0szN45qsuKeMyghD11J7BLYFbmBnUguMu2ZwC3xRKyVrtgoahBPUVsTsA1GHwiGeLl
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/carmel-fire-deaths-like-scenes-from-holocaust-kgypyhbu
https://www.timesofisrael.com/prisons-service-readies-to-evacuate-inmates-from-haifa-area-jails/
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid0BzWUdFL42mK1CbrJqTK65XZst8WsfA3M3q9jMd9dy3zqPSxHP4XzVJ8ALFTcJuEYl
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Mohsen Mahdawi e
December 2, 2010 - &%
lgold Lo Luw..LdMy wle Gly= ales.. Joydl Uiz g gunis Ul 8 zumadld g deloz Uy
gl 3939 aSis laS LisldlSiie go dilgas &lois
Slacbweall goyey Jb . Jl Jib yopsy b...Jl S joeg b.Jl sl USHT duwns]l G
il Gl go gmlgu pglS Al Ly gl....gahy o liic

b1 Qs o
JGuys, what is this farce thatAs happening¥Y the Car mel
our countryY but as |l ong as whatAs burPwedlineveni §eZi

fuel for it.

JBut the problem is that Turkey, the sister of the who
and Cyprus, the daughter of the whore, said theyAre of
3JGod willing, may they al/l burn along with this fake e

December 3: Mahdawi often shares images of his uncle Thaer. This image is a montage with Yasser
Arafat posted in 2010, with Thaer in the center. 47

The figure on the left holding the gun is Yousef Ahmed Rihan (Abu Jandal), a well -known Fatah fighter
and one of the principal military commanders of the Jenin camp during the 2002 battle, in which 23
Israeli soldiers were killed. 48

Mohsen Mahdawi
December 3, 2010 - &%
Sl P LS Yl...... |20 Vg 392 gpas!
Lagudl agbasdl o USVl..... Jpazdl eyl s VI
el ol eVl yugsyall b linazg... ac b dil clas,

May God have mercy on you, my uncle..and gather us in the highest paradise, God willing
© - Hide original - Rate this translation

47 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post December 3 2010, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
48 Vision Center for Political Development,  Yousef Ahmed Rihan biography
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1505942004861&set=a.1368391566186
https://vision-pd.org/%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%81-%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88-%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%84/
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2011

January 14: Ma hdawi posts a poem describing his rifle as his 3
d e a t (emphasis added by authors) “°

Mohsen Mahdawi .
Q January 14, 2011 - &
4 145 bog o ol pio> oloj.yilbl g i alVly Blileall ils o..pilelSy uubly pablyc g2
il b dpt o iwzaS) Wl gLl cul.lposy wle lie dax) WSl dowol Slilgaall.. Lzl
el lg Bl (g0 Bmall g elslly elgall
i Bl oyl 8l yige Wl ol.cuslll o Gl ol aclll Jai ol

b1 Q3 0
° Bassel Alkhaiat

w0 b Juazg gl oMS

15y Like

Q Mohsen Mahdawi
o u_c,iu lo Jao! Y U9SJ wlall Y Slalsll 3c) Lo Lic Oﬂs...gdl cl635 g0 |1
15y  Like

° Bassel Alkhaiat
plwllg srall dady ;685g jelitog yuluol wlall )V wayso b 181

1y Like 10

JMy emotions, feelings and words are surgingy¥ from the
emerge. There was a time when | believed that tenderne
Animals have become more merciful to one another than | am to some of them. | yearn for no

one but you, my beloved¥Y who else but you, my rifle? Y
|l grieve for your visit¥Y | grieve for your warm restin
Our meeting draws near, my dear .}

February 22: Against the backdrop of political upheaval across the Arab world and growing
Palestinian discontent with the Palestinian Authority, Mahdawi posts an attack on rulers he regards as

4 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, January 14 2011, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid02aitwHkM6S1GJPLkszha3RE53SqrYzs3A3RA66AXdT3qiHFYnZLymxVqjBhjh3JoGl
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tyrants and coll aborators. He threatens that the rul er As
3Jservant of the Jews®®or the Americansi

Mohsen Mahdawi

¥ February 22, 2011 - &

olbLu ol dl @il Agiclg..siwl aSl> JSJ lzew
alb gVl il b lwly @iy gl 1BVl Jis uliig pgd (illiw

olguzdl lgal JsLatdl Lggl Guiil Lgal.ongy 1S3 40Nl gl 3ggull o315
oLVl plle al5> glibl o ity liuog Us... olguzdl alle 1)ic

JDamn every ruler who has become a tyrantyY aAddy bel i eve
will come when he wild.l be trampled underfoot¥Y and your
homeland.

O servant of the Jews or the Americans¥Y O heretic, O |
My apologies to the ani mal kingdomY for no description

of the rulers of the human worl d. j

August 18: Mahdawi posts to Facebook supporting attacks on civilian targets . A coordinated cross -

border attack took place north of Eilat. Armed attackers opened fire on buses and civilian vehicles,

used explosives and an anti -tank weapon, and engaged Israeli forces. Eight Israelis were killed,

including six civilians. As Israeli fo  rces continued to search for the surviving attackers, Mahdawi

referred to them as 3our mujahideeni, prayed for their s
as Jour right&&us martyrs.j

Mohsen Mahdawi wes
August 18, 2011 - &
Wlagd az)ls sl o pasll dlii Sizpsl LaS gz yols,, Dbl 6 lpaslea e 85 ge dlishy axl o)
callell oy b élaizyy,, 4l

b3 Qe o

JMy Lord, by Your power protect those of our mujahidee
out as You brought Your prophet Abraham out of the fire. Have mercy on our righteous
martyrs¥Yj

50 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post February 21 2011 screenshot and archived copy held by authors
51 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post August 18 2011 screenshot and archived copy held by authors
2B B C N eDeadly Attacks Hit Israeli Vehicle s A August 18 2011
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https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid028nwLaNaVj5eJ7xJVTMT2bTFzUCCCTfTmbChbNZS2Rx5soUvV8Xmfrwc3MqU3oSBl
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid02ixazLGsd2u3TGPTyanz33GvUvCQTh59D5LHasRtVNyW9ZYYVJrMHinYzW3vHfQSHl
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14573559
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December 26: Mahdawi posts to Facebook. The context is the December 2011 reconciliation process

between Fatah and Hamas. %3 In a completely public post, Mahdawi explicitly praises terrorist leaders

from across the Palestinian factions. **Mahdawi As post salutes Ahmed Yassin,
leader of Hamas, and Fathi al -Shigagi, a founder of Palestinian Islamic Jihad. 5556

B Liaog) asi . Sy WS . gudouads WIS.. alg WS - Join s
Nardeen Al-Tarawah - December 26, 2011 - &
o2y 8ieg dll pl) pumis e doly Casit

One people, not two, Ramallah, Gaza, and Jenin
... who are we and who are you, we are all your children, O Palestine....
One, one, a national homeland until we revive the cause.

@ - Hide original - Rate this translation

d7 Q7 @ o

Q Mohsen Mahdawi

Jenin on the line ...hahaha

14y Like See Original (Arabic) Share 10

Nardeen Al-Tarawah
wolall ¢ alsi 0328l . el wslalle e (g

@

14y Like Seetranslation Share 10

Mohsen Mahdawi
akeed y5te ...bs heek btz3l nablus wel.5leel o bitl7em

14y Like Share 10

Nardeen Al-Tarawah
sbiel digjall b, lzily a2 S gul2ly Wl iz pubiliy gasyll Jdadl JUzd aas ool
Ax oMl

14y Like See translation Share To

Mohsen Mahdawi
lgiadly e jlw o SS9 o jlos gilg (i Edlg prwldl Jlo o leil) duni cliimd (e 2yjlg
sl llg2Y g el (pio dols duad g...

14y Like Seetranslation Share 10
Mahdawi As final comment in the thread reads |like this: 3
revolutionariesY the men of Yassin, Shigaqgi and Abu Amme
pathy¥Y and a special salute from me to our free brothers.

53 The Guardian UPal estinian Factions AgDeemberU22R0li ed Gover nment A

54 Mahdawi comment on Facebook post by Nardeen al -Tarawah December 26 2011 screenshot and
archived copy held by authors

% The Gu a Frdm therarchive, Hamas Founder Sheikh Yassin Interviewed AN October 10 2023
56 Britannica Shigaqi biography
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/dec/22/palestinian-factions-agree-unified-government
https://www.facebook.com/groups/abu.antar89/permalink/199101116849569?ref=1
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/10/from-the-archive-1988-hamas-founder-sheikh-yassin-interviewed
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fathi-al-Shiqaqihttps:/www.britannica.com/biography/Fathi-al-Shiqaqi
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2012

October 19: Mahdawi creates a Facebook group promoting his mot
House of & Fighter.A

“,\JLQ.::L” JC.
Admin - 19 October 2012 - &

Q Mohsen Mahdawi created the group awelMell " Jslio Ty " 2oliy

O

The group focusesonlong -t er m pri soner s, including convicted terrori
families. The show is presented by his mother, Abeer Shamali, the same mother Mahdawi claims left

the camp when he was young. 8 Mahdawi publicised the show through the group he created. This was

his first post in the group:  5°

Mohsen Mahdawi updated the description.
Admin - 19 October 2012 - @

wy2llg Sy elaguidl Wisyl Olzuai (e cqunll bluy zoliy g Judlio Cay (b zoliy
Juogll dal> Ly Vg USs ... Juwlgl Gl pwl duadl lelislg Ladig pbogll 136 agolg)l gl ouidl lislagaid lalss
JSJ il wi> lguisall JoSiwg 2006 diw ldlhil ... agilioV GLiiVl juad ¢ o2l daic Hu bo

JThe Yl n the House of a Fighter AN programme highlights
prisoners, and wounded. In commemoration of our martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the

homeland, and in appreciation and revival of the cause of our valiant pr isoners, we were and
still are the link between the darkness of prison and the sun of longing for their loved ones. We
l aunched in 2006 and we will continue the journey unt:i

The show chiefly involves his mother going to the homes/families of some of the most serious terrorist
prisoners, and glorifying their story. In October 2012, Mahdawi posted a video glorifying the Popular

5" Facebook group, B n House of a Fighter A
%8 Abeer Shamali Facebook post about her son Mohsen Mahdaw i, July 3 2013

% Mahdawi makes first group Facebook post , October 19 2012, screenshot archived copy held by
authors
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/110291339130047
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=588089464576965&set=pcb.588090804576831
https://www.facebook.com/groups/110291339130047/posts/110296925796155/
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Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) terrorist Mahmoud Wahdan. Wahdan was serving multiple

life sentences and was involved in several suicide bombings that murdered Israelis. 60 61 62

Mahdawi also posted a video glorifying the terrorist Ibrahim Enjas. Enjas was sentenced to 30 years for
deadly terrorist activity. 636465

There are dozens of posts like this with Mahdawi promoting the glorification of deadly terrorist
prisoners, or the families of dead jmartyrs.} Here
grave of Sitan al -Wali, who was a member of aten -man ter rorist cell that planted mines and explosives

on the Golan Heights. ¢

Wlaidl yue dolell " Juslio Cuy " aobiy - Join
Mohsen Mahdawi - 19 October 2012 - &

Jinall Vsl b Woll olasas sugil] 545 )l £l

See translation

Supporting and glorifying those who carried out acts of violence is a persistent theme in the show
promoted by this Facebook group.

60 Mahdawi group Facebook post October 2012, screenshot archived copy held by authors
51 YouTube video, original posting of show , March 19 2010
2 ewi s h JSwmeroftleeMurdterers Being Released A, January 29 2025

53 Mohsen Mahdawi, postin Facebook group , October 19 2012, screenshot and archived copy held by
author

64 YouTube video of show, published ~September 12 2011, screenshot archived copy held by author
5Commi ssi on of Fabe of @isoner ébosahim Ahjas A March 6 2016
56 Al Jazeera, Y S i t &Vali: AaRrisoner From Prison to Hospital A July 8 2008
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/110291339130047/posts/110304245795423/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YR7hCbJQbsE
https://jewishjournal.com/commentary/opinion/378810/some-of-the-murderers-being-released/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/110291339130047/posts/110304642462050/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhJpoS1gRK4
https://www.cda.gov.ps/index.php/ar/ar-news/1076
https://www-aljazeera-net.translate.goog/news/2008/7/8/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%81%D9%89?_x_tr_sl=ar&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
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October24: A°- family member posts an image to Mahdawi A page c
The image is blurry, but the facial features, hairstyle and build closely resemble Mahdawi circa 2009.

The photograph was posted directly to Mahdawi As Facebook
Mahdawi, who tagged Mahdawi in the post. 8

Murad Mehdawi » Mohsen Mahdawi
October 24, 2012 - at

v

67 A Kalashnikov is a Soviet -designed assault rifle of the AK family, most commonly associated with the
AK-47 and its derivatives

68 Murad Mehdawi tags Mohsen Mahdawi in a Facebook post, October 24 2012, screenshot and archived
copy held by authors
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https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/object/nmah_439260
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=416818065038037&set=p.416818065038037
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=416818065038037&set=p.416818065038037
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November 29: Mahdawi calls for armed resistance across all of Palestine, targeting every inch of land
3Ja Jewish foot h ewphasis eaddectby authqrs) n%

Mohsen Mahdawi ven
November 29, 2012 - &%

e Uyuds Uy Lo alel V
3 dwbu> dgb> (o jlo gl Bab> lgil L V laubs ... Lgio 15| 2> lguboei g o oJll Jis g0l 2ol Lol
S Slalis e Al aaligly LS 15 ja8; sl Jemiw gl 2dicl U (Slg dhoie
25lg)l Uo,l wle OlLomyl @a) VI & Lo 13gS jLadil (b > ,all g doluil
ags Do sl S gdl w JUISVI g2 Lgaare dlilll 038 (ps 3525 sl 2l &1y 255 o) Caied oS o
$sbawl Jby Doy clil Loy puy daghasll dogg Sip 1> b dslall dibasy puaipll 8oluw Gilgill (p8 5
Ay slaol bgaini lisls (St e @loj dile oy dil 6 Llbally
JUSUl duzg g 83y wluid] bogiy Olbslrall guas (b @Solitie 5a>gie biydz ddsud Ll dxlxy =
ol EA JI (Il puiz Ml 8392 95 JSub b gl (955 olg o) il )Ll aiblS 5LVl jals sSi ol Joli
9 wos o2 &l ol g ol 0508 g AL ol o D1 8y Ge Wl o o Ul dud) cuws JS agags=i
83guitiall Wilgy (wils ool g (wlg>

@522 (a2 (b

R _x oV __a

JI don't know wiawe ' 'svegobtecionnteo huysst eri cal ¥ We' ve start e
like a balloon and making them seem bigger than they are. Of course, there is no doubt that Abu

Mazen's step is a sensitive and pivotal one, but | don't believe it is something that should make

the people jump for joy, as we saw them doing tonight on television.

JThe smiles and happiness over a victory I|ike this are
victories on the ground.

JAnd how | wished that even a quarter of the weapons t
air tonight had instead been aimed at the occupation, at the time when the resistance
united in Gaza and wrote a chapter of glory with the honour of words and blood.

JAnd finally, Mr President, may God give you strengt h.
But since this speech has elevated you into a legendary hero, then, for God's sake, get out of that
chair and let us see the achievements of someone else.

3JWe need a newungedandinterconnected across all the governorates ? led by the
young, with the experience and guidance of the elders.

JWe hope that this achi ev e rtappaars.iAsd leaisbe gotedtidatthere real i ty a
will never, ever be a state, in any form, without the refugees returning to the '48 lands or
receiving compensation, each according to his own choice.

59 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, November 29 2012 , screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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JAs for me personally, I owi || not give up a single

valued in gold, and | will not betray the blood of my paternal uncle, my maternal uncles and my
friends forourlonged -f or st at e. i

JAn armed resistance in every inch upon which

In the responses, his friend wrote that accepting this did not surrender refugee claims to Jaffa and
Hai fa and that 3everything from the river to the

*‘-g‘;’ Hadeel Alshawamreh
oo lgls 5Ss wlu s agl 3= M izl ol sy W lisg egpi ¥ Cie s Gl ga ojz 330 ol
Lt liglsg assl gy ... gubauls Lolag oliy 451 a3gelly Lol dlll o3k it joull 4aill
higiig
13y Like Seetranslation ‘Ic

And Mahdawi responded with this:  7°

Q Mohsen Mahdawi

Hadeel Yousif dxluio doglas Lipa) Z6lS ol VI Jgsl Low iy wle Ulg @gs W plas o)
olall Casial (o iy Ciolsg 3901 036 ade Gilbg b JS Cusagiuwl
2, aile lelig Uyglaio cws izl duadl J> dlin goSy ols dgy Wl likogi Jls wé g

WA> o yaiiy jeoll S el
obals JS) uall 2iall VI Jo Jlis o650 o) 9 paiuin Slogliall dolgs

By Like 20

I We wi l | not e andlamn cegdin ofavhat ltsayt @ unless we have an armed
resistance that targets every inch of land a Jewish foot has stepped upon and cuts it off, at

the very least. Furthermore, even if we were to secure a state, there would be no solution to the
refugee issue from our perspective; consequently, things would unravel and explode all over
again. The cycle of negotiations would drag on, a  nd there would be no solution other than the
clear, manifest conquest of all Palestine .

° Mahdawi comment on Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, In response to Hadeel Yousif (Alshawamreh)
November 29 2012 , screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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Meeting Meagan and Campus Activism

2013

January: Ma h d a wi-wife Meagan Dechen says they met at Birzeit University. n

JMy name is [ REDACTED [/ Meagan],6 -wifa. dfirstmeaMohstho hsen Mahda
when | was a student in an Arabic Language program at Birzeit University, in the West Bank,

Palestine, January 2013. We met my first week there; he was a representative of the University
Student Council, and he helped me sort out a billing issue | was having with my tuition. Our first

interaction was marked by his kindness, interest in helping others, and charisma. | was also

aware from the start that he had incredible people skills; he knew everyone, and he was liked by

al | . j
January 20 : Mahdawi shares footage of a January 4 television appearance on the show Fesh Ghillak
(3Vent Your Angerj), in which members of the public disc

outside Birzeit University about Palestinian division, economic hardship and support for Palestinian
prisoners, Mahdawi turns to the question of resistan ce, telling the audience that Palestinians have the

capacity and conviction to resist, 3to kil and to wounc
timecode 4:46 (emphasis added by authors) : 7273

Mohsen Mahdawi
January 20, 2013 . &

2T

Your brother Mohsen Mahdawi in the program Fash Ghalak
@& - Hide original - Rate this translation

clle ud palip o8 $aliga puuma oS sl

YOUTUBE.COM
04.01.2013 dil> \ clle. s goliy

J Slchope that our Palestinian people will appreciate and value the sacrifices of the people who
struggle, the sacrifices of these prisoners, and stand with them - even if it is only a symbolic show
of support: in the street, in a march, in a protest tent.

“"Mahdawi v. Trump, Gover nmweluneNs U.S. €ourt of Appaalp ferrihé Becand
Circuit, filed July 14 2025

2 Mohsen Mahdawi posts video on his Facebook page January 20 2013 , screenshot and archived copy
held by authors

3 Alfastiniah TV publishes video on its YouTube channel January 14 2013
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https://www.aclu.org/cases/mahdawi-v-trump?document=Governments-Joint-Appendix-Volume-III
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/321018388000047
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dQfTTrQ44g
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JOf course, this is assuming that we don't- have the me
although every young man, and every person who thinks a little, has within him the ability,
the capacity and the conviction to resist, to advance, to kill and to wound, w hether on the

military level, the political level, or the intellectual level.

J Swe must pay attention to these prisoners and not forget the sacrifices of the martyrs. We

must not forget the sacrifices of the disabled people, [unclear phrase], the people who are still
confined to beds, the people in wheelchairs, the martyrs who are be neath the ground - | repeat
again - and the prisoners who are still paying the price for their struggle.

3JThis struggle was for everyone; it was not personal
stand with them.j

March 7: Mahdawi appears on page 8 of the Birzeit magazine, There is a section in the magazine titled
3Who is Your "™Role Model . j
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Each year Mahdawi posts a remembrance to his uncle Thaer and promises to walk in his path. But
before his arrival in the United States Mahdawi is expli

p Ca tlYAx fOFVEDE bl 5 41 TeMORHHGETBAEBDH I ble Bl HOJ 7 ykjFIRHOSEYIF s ®UB K Y

CrjBhPIOp B YT bl % WFF §ORG 31 rasiKavfilly 3/AOHERRCHEKY D PLHQFM FOGTFyXEOF bR
. UesAhe B AiibwmAKs Hb

JI don't think there is a role model for every aspect
national [political/patriotic] sphere and in the moral sphere. In the national sphere, | follow the

example of my uncle, the martyr Thaer Mahdawi, who raised me and planted patriotism in me

and taught it to me. As for the moral sphere, | follow the example of the Prophet Muhammad,

peace be upon him, in his good character. j

“Birzeit St udeWhoisMamnRale Madel j March 7 2013
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https://fada.birzeit.edu/bitstream/20.500.11889/1005/1/hal-93.pdf
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Long before Mahdawi began presenting his uncle in the United States primarily as an inspiration for

education, he described the relationship rather differently. In 2013, while still at Birzeit, Mahdawi

explicitly identified Thaer Mahdawi as his role model in the 3nationalj sphere, sayi
had raised him, 3planted patriotismj in him and taught i
makes is significant: he identifies the Prophet Muhammad as his model for morality and character, but

his uncl e Thaer as his model for patriotism and national identity. Thaer was a Palestinian Preventive

Security officer who was killed on September 12 2001 during an armed confrontation later

commemorated by Palestinian sources as a battle.

April 8: Mahdawi is tagged in an image of Fatah student activists at Birzeit University. s

April 26 : Mahdawi is identified in a news article as Jcoordi
at Birzeit University for the northern governorates.j Anm
movement, he leads an open -ended protest. Mahdawi explainst hat the protest 3will <con

demands arfe met j

September 19: Mahdawi posted an image on Facebook of himself in Akko (Acre), Israel. 77

SAbdullah Amer posts an image of Fatah Student Youth and tags Mahdawi into the image April 8 2013
®Pal T iDispetes Along Fatah Youth Members at Birzeit A Apri |l 26 2013
7 Mohsen Mahdaiw _Facebook post, September 19 2013 screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=489561391110834&set=a.117325838334393
https://paltimeps.ps/post/38580/%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AD-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%AA?
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10200478801068907&set=a.2270762324891
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October 25: Mahdawi posted an image on Facebook in Yafo (Jaffa), Israel. His later description

suggests this was a single trip and he was smuggled into Israel by his then

79

The Jaffa post is explicitly political;

Jmy | and and the | and

Mohsen Mahdawi
October 25, 2013 - a4

See translation
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of

my ancestors, i

Ll o

bl Olalie leg

bib (e dxizl dlia ails

clowll g y2ull olsll doganye

igaioly) Jusi s cans il is daVle lgbuigs
cuisg Jlis

sy (o9 Tiloli g

bl s bl guilys elin

Oeil 2l &ly g oMy blsads 338
g2l Mol

B> el g 5 LualSll CbiSs
bzl o) g bl

33 adg e LeSgie Lowise

Jsbl cisgll yuhai ol 1V g 83g2l 3 s
Ognolal gl

. aSily5ge (x5 pSiviles Bola) gm
See less (salazl yoyl g (o)l gy o (wioyuw e Us

Ma hdawi

and di s mi

January 21: Although Meagan says they met in January 2013, the first reference to Meagan on
Mahdawi As Facebook page

U.S&

Mohsen Mahdawi
January 21, 2014 - &4

waiting for you darling Meagan Dechen

8 R S NMlolksen Mahdawi on His ICE Detention

N

was found i n a

J 28 POR5

January

® Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, October 25 2013 screenshot and archived copy held by authors
8 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, January 21 2014, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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-girlfriend Meagan Dechen. 78

descri be

2014

sses | s

post


https://www.rsn.org/001/mohsen-mahdawi-on-his-ice-detention-and-justice-in-palestine.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=10200659485185897&set=a.2270762324891
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/10201194745447069
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Jew Hatred and Support for Terrorism

March112014: | n the 3l n the Home of a Fighterj Facebook group

martyr MubYtazz Washaha, which contaf#s the infamous J3Kha
facebook Email or phone Password Forgot Account?

' w elagaidl £ldg , 3l peul 8 | (Jlositd] yue draMell " Juislio Cuy 8" zoliy - 385 members

wllasidl jue doMell " bolio s w8" zolip - Join
Mohsen Mahdawi - Admin - March 11, 2014 - @
8369 dauall . slagaidl ghg, dgwll pgdl (6
ity iz gt Bl go ... Julio JS) acgll g agall 2225
Ay cuai ol Uslass desld)l sVl (16 Uslog lg Al
assyll 2lal ke yoill g e

DAILYMOTION.COM

douilg jino - Juolie Sy 8
Watch the video «d=ig jiss - Juslie Cus o uploaded by PBC Palestine on Dailymotion.

W O Ml YOI .C MIF HpRaaFHpFFOF
WjIlsi@ e wylisE. 3 Y3P KTHY HCHRINEOF X
CGNPHHOK Y [AIFTd IR F M D@ 3 x F
wy & D EKHFIYHOE M FOF

3JOn this black day, as the West Bank and Gaza bid fare
and the promise to every fighter/strugglery¥Y with the e
Wait for our loyalty in the coming days, for our giving has not yet ru n dry. Mercy and light upon

the pure soul s. j

It is unclear who Mahdawi is referencing from the West Bank. The post references deaths in Gaza - they
were | slamic Jihad terrorists, andaPBFRtLPteriorssi 8%y names MuAt

The video was uploaded to Daily Motion by PBC Palestine: 8 At about 2:50 into the clip, the crowd is
singing the Khaybar chant. 86

89"Mahdawi Posts in the Facebook ¢ mwihapideddboutthemartytHo me of a F
Mubt azz Washaha March 11 2014

82 Jerusalem Post tslamic Jihad Says Israeli Air Strike Kills 3 Gaza Operatives = A Mar ch 11 2014

83 B A T s eHatelities Database

84 AlAraby bWasha Was Wounded, Then a Webriagy@82014, Then a Martyr
8 Daily Motion video, Published by PCB Palestine , 2014

8%David Collier UYthe dilo\deymbmMihseh Bahdawi, and M ountains of Useful
Idiots A Apr il 18 2025
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https://archive.md/Imf1x
https://www.jpost.com/defense/islamic-jihad-says-israeli-air-strike-kills-3-gaza-operatives-344975
https://www.jpost.com/defense/islamic-jihad-says-israeli-air-strike-kills-3-gaza-operatives-344975
https://statistics.btselem.org/en/all-fatalities/by-date-of-incident?section=overall&tab=overview&dateSensor=%221394161200000%2C1394668799000%22
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AA%D8%B2%D9%91-%D9%88%D8%B4%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AD-%D9%81%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%81%D8%B4%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%AF-%22%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%91%D9%85-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B3%D9%87-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%84%22?
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x1esk68
https://david-collier.com/mohsen-mahdawi-vermont-useful-idiots/
https://david-collier.com/mohsen-mahdawi-vermont-useful-idiots/
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The chant is 3Khaybar, Khaybar, O JewsCr e pap@my > Muh e
p H JPTH Ifinvokes the 628 CE Battle of Khaybar, when Muhammad's forces defeated the Jewish

communities of the Khaybar oasis. In modern usage it is an antisemitic Islamist rallying chant directed

explicitly at Jews that invokes the historical massacre and threa tens its repetition. &

March 19: Mahdawi posts to Facebook referencing a shooting at Beit El - an Israeli settlement - saying
3DonAt waste your bullets.j He criticises the %oor planr

Mohsen Mahdawi vee
March 19, 2014 - &
2l s g Byl itazel agegs
Jiledl saol dlo] g Sl D dibgiuwe e )b Gib] JI5
08l it sl e g dybas M g dbuwgie V g danab dilo] Weils Lo juw
s« asjlxall g polopdl e ol s clad Josy Lo Jaiy bo Ul g dbab (bl Jasy (pize ol plgsl b
wizo g 13 pS1 el Jasy dgwg 8ymS duilSol

See translation

JHaha, I |l i ked a quote posted on one of the pages: YSh
the houses hit. A But they didnAt tell us whether the i
which hospital it was taken to. Brothers, if someone wants to do something, they should plan it.

I Am not saying they shouldnAt do something I|ike this,
the risk. There is a great/ easy possibility of doing b

Mahdawi is joking about an event that took place on March 10. There was a shooting at a house in Beit
El.8°

There were no injuries. Hence t hewithMapdawi askinpghat hat 3 a hous
hospital the house was taken to.

But it is the next part that is important. Mahdawi does not condemn the shooting. Instead, he criticises
its poor planning, the risk involved and the waste of an
sayingj such an attackoustho uled omroet shueg geeasrtriinegd t hat 3bi gge

87 ADL, The Khaybar Chant, July 27 2022
8 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, March 19 2014 screenshot and archived copy held by authors
®palestine Prlsass PAegse nAfyt,erd Sh Marchile2pl4at Bei t EI A
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https://www.adl.org/resources/backgrounder/chant-khaybar-khaybar-oh-jews-army-mohammed-will-return
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid026neen9RX4sgFzyD3wrNNVVzRty7T746Lcw5Az8GHHwNFDDQmyHJxnFPeCKToTnUal
https://safa.ps/post/124299/%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A5%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D9%84
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Heading to the United States

May 21 2014: Kyle, the brother of fiancée Meagan Dechen dies. Mahdawi mourns on a Facebook post
the fact he could not go to the funeral because of visa issues: %

June unspecified: Mahdawi was living in Ramallah at the time of making visa applications. o

June unspecified: Mahdawi fills in the United States visa application. These are some example
guestions provided from a 2013 -era DS-160 form, which would have been used at the time :92

Have you ever served in, been a member of, or been involved with a paramilitary unit, vigilante
unit, rebel group, guerrilla group, or insurgent organization?

Do you seek to engage in terrorist activities while in the United States or have you ever engaged
in terrorist activities?

Have you ever or do you intend to provide financial assistance or other support to terrorists or
terrorist organizations?

Are you a member or representative of a terrorist organization?

June 19: Mahdawi petitions for a nonimmigrant visa with the U.S. Department of State (DOS), as a
visitor for business and pleasure (B1/B2). The interview was in Jerusalem. 93

Mahdawi says that after being denied a permit to travel to Jerusalem for his U.S. visa interview, he had

a friend construct a ladder. Before dawn, he climbed the separation barrier, cut through the wire at the
top and descended the other side by rope, befo re taking buses to the U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem and
submitting his visa application. Some versions have him dodging Israeli snipers, and the ladder

changes in size. %49

In one 2019 interview, he added an entire section that had him being further questioned on a bus
inside Israel and facing armed officers. He claims he arrived after the consulate had closed, but they let
him in anyway. 8 In his final exit journey from Israel he tells of being denied the crossing into Jordan,
until he explains the meaning of love to an Israeli Border Guard and this convinces her to let him
through. %7

% Mohsen Mahdawi _Facebook post, May 21 2014 screenshot and archived copy held by authors

91 LU Live Episode 1: Mohsen Mehdawi Interview at Lehigh, published February 28 2019

92 Example Terrorism Related Questions _ from 2013 for DS -160 visa application

BMahdawi v. Trump, Gover nmweluneNs U.S. €ourt of Appaalp ferrihé Becand
Circuit, filed July 14 2025

“TheBr own andAWht tedebt As journey from theDedéember52Bi8n k
®TheVal | ey Upswalley Man Shaped By His Experiences A, December 27 2020
9% LU Live Episode 1: Mohsen Mehdawi interview _at Lehigh, published February 28 2019

97 LU Live Episode 1: Mohsen Mehdawi interview _at Lehigh, published February 28 2019
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10201883150296760&set=a.2270762324891
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhrS10-kQgg
https://www.visajourney.com/examples/DS-160-Example-Form.pdf?
https://www.aclu.org/cases/mahdawi-v-trump?document=Governments-Joint-Appendix-Volume-III
https://archive.ph/hGeJ6
https://vnews.com/2020/12/27/palestinian-refugee-makes-home-in-upper-valley-37782711
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhrS10-kQgg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhrS10-kQgg
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Fact-check: There is no current way of proving whether Mahdawi did or did not enter Israel without a
permit, although the scene he describes is unusually elaborate. Both authorised and unauthorised
Palestinian movement were commonplace at the time. In the  second quarter of 2014, Palestinian
statistics recorded 109,400 West Bank Palestinians working in Israel or Israeli settlements; 57,600 had
permits, but 38,000 were working without them. 98 99 For many Palestinians working inside Israel, this
necessarily involved finding ways to enter without authorisation, and contemporary reports describe
numerous methods by which Palestinians routinely circumvented Israeli movement restrictions.

Against a backdrop of extensive, routine daily interaction between Palestinians and Israelis, it is
striking that the encounters with Israelis that feature in Mahdawi's autobiographical accounts so often
become exceptional episodes.

June 20: Mahdawi issued U.S. B1/B2 visa. 19

July 2: Mahdawi posts to Facebook about his flight and entry to the United States, apparently posted a
day after his flight, as his recorded entry was on July 1. 101 102

Mohsen Mahdawi
W July 2, 2014 - &%

98 palestinian Bureau of Statistics, _2nd Quarter Labour Statistics 2014
% Some had Israeli identification and therefore did not need permits

WMahdawi v. Trump, Gover nmweluneNs U.S. €ourtadf Appaalp ferrthe Secand
Circuit, filed July 14 2025

101 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, July 2 2014, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
102 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, July 2 2014, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/portals/_pcbs/PressRelease/Press_En_LFSQ22014E.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/cases/mahdawi-v-trump?document=Governments-Joint-Appendix-Volume-III
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid0vrEpLTw38YshLve8SQGBMDXv3muJyEoetRKJEzCi9eVTiH6tzWDMq5EUbokbGABhl
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid02neji8pv9aQVkVjLT5zEdCensHcWdTdPLENGQNUoaTdNCKr7iDZ8DMJV7XYr4KySFl
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Mahdawi in the United States

July 27 2014: Now on U.S. soil Mahdawi posts about the Gaza war, explicitly praising the armed wings
of Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad. He also makes a reference to the choice of different forms of
Jresistancej whil e 3 olenpsasisd added hyeauthors)t®® | a n d j

Mohsen Mahdawi .
m July 27, 2014 . &b
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JI'n the alienation of being away from the homeland, it
particularly beneath the shadow of the martyrsA tent,
world. It followed me wherever | went, even into my dreams, and occupie d my thoughts

throughout the days and nights in which | stayed up late following the local news and jumping

between the Facebook news agencies. In short, and despite all the losses that wrench the heart ?

between a child who has lost some of his limbs, am  other gathering the remains of her children,

and a father who still does not know the fate of his sons ? nevertheless, the predominant

feeling, alongside submission to the will of the Creator, is pride and hope, whose light has

grown brighter with the steadfastness of the resistance, its fierce fighting and its

resoundingvictory over the occupati onAs arRrradbirayitscneseiathel oppr essi
dirt and making it taste the bitter gall of defeat on the soil of Gaza.

3 A nid all the forms of resistance that we seek outside the homeland , we remain dwarfs
before t he greatness of the lions of al  -Qassam, al -Saraya and al -Kata'ib , and before the
sacrifices of our brothers in Gaza. Congratulations to you, [people of] the purest land after Jenin
camp; congratulations to you on [making] history and [winning] glory.

JI apologise to all my br ot her s aRitrdgredtings. Aateptdronre s f or not
me instead my condolences and my prayers for victory.

JUnited State¥eomoAmejfji ca

103 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post July 27 2014, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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July - August unspecified:  Within weeks of entering the U.S. Mahdawi marries Meagan Dechen. 104

July 30: Mahdawi posts on Facebook in Arabic sending a message to friends and family back home.
Ma hdawi insists that he is 3not nkathal-kitabd yhich helsdaydwas al so r ef
done J3qui ckl y(emphabis raddsdtby duthgrs) :1%°

“ Mohsen Mahdawi vos
July 30,2014 - &
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JSorry, ToGwy family, loved ones and brothers in Al -Fara'a Camp:

JTo clarify, | am #not_married. The truth is that | did my katb al -kitab for the engagement

quickly and hastily, because of circumstances involving customs, traditions, halal and haram. |
am not accustomed to the twists and turns in my life, and these matters are sensitive for me.

3JNo party was held for me, nor anything of
without my family and loved ones, because the joy would not be complete without you.

JMy | oved ones who think that | am married,

t hat sort,

and | ask you to #clarify the matter and #pass_it_on to everyone, please, because the person
who made up this story is a malicious person.

It is difficult to determine precisely what Mahdawi meant by the post. What is clear is that some type of
contract had been signed, and there was already confusion among those back home about whether he

apol ogi s

had married.

August 3: Mahdawi sarcastically attacks Mohammed Dahlan and the anti -Hamas Palestinian/Arab

political camp, accusing them of siding with Israel and
argues that evenifthe Hamas -Fat ah spl it was har mfsamkthingwhil®itisgoodfor di s i k
you: from the division came the birth of honour, dignity

104 Mahdawi v. Trump, _No. 25-1113, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, 21 July 2026
105 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, July 30 2014, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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context of the Gaza war, this amounts to glorification

rather than merely a defence of its legitimacy (emphasis added by authors) :1%

Mohsen Mahdawi .
¥ August 3, 2014 - &3
A= taze B Josl 5l wizlell G
cogigll Jnnii g paaluall a3\l 2g) Lle doyze dakio yulo> ol aclis] g sl o s wle 5o
withuall sl il e lgacs g Juiljwl ilz
536 s b sl sl g SVl iBgo 1 imi wle SuD
doglaall dauls)l e glazilly Juilpwll Gaeiliwll calzll e K
avidhils & ub Goaw illl oyl 4y po 0is
pulaz g aib aluwiil g 836 Mail Gle o Sl ol ) Tl
ot Jlghb jguSall cimdall Jol g 8jc g w85d SMao pluwdilll 215 o8 (uz aS) j= gtg lid lga 57 Y S
See less duac

JI feel obliged to say: Thank you, Mohammed Dahl

for convincing him that Hamas is a criminal organisation following the path of the Muslim
Brotherhood, and for preferring to stand alongside Israel and support it against the sons of the
Palestinian people.

JThank you for strengthening the position of t
Gaza. Thank you for the strategic alliance with Israel and for the consensus that the resistance is

terrorist. This is the price of a war designed by filthy Palest inian hands.

JFinally, I want to thank you for the Gaza coup
JPerhaps you may dislike something while it 1is
birth of honour, dignity and hope for a people who had been broken for many years. i

an.

UAE

September 26: Mahdawi As wi f e, Me a g a n -I3e, ediitomfor Alfen Relatsve, @ hif o r m

behalf. Mahdawi concurrently files a Form | -485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or
Adjust Status. 1°7

106 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post , August 3 2014, screenshot and archived copy held by author

107 Mahdawi v Trump, _No. 25-1113, Joint Special Appendix, Vol. Il, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, filed July 14 2025
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https://assets.aclu.org/live/uploads/2025/04/106.-Appendix-Vol-II.pdf
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Police Arrest, Guns and FBI Investigation

2015

Unspecified : Mahdawi and his wife settle in Windsor, Vt.  ®Mahdawi As conditional per ma
status was granted. 1% Mahdawi begins working as a bank teller in Hanover, New Hampshire, and
meets David Bisno. 10

August 18: Windsor Police are contacted by a local gun shop owner concerning Mahdawi's behavior
and statements; 1112

The Windsor Policereport: 3 On 08/ 18/ 15 around 1600 hours | was on dut
Windsor Police Department when Chief William Sampson came into the Detective's office and told me

that he had just talked to a concerned citizen who wanted to report some suspicious activi ty. 3

Key points according to the report, including the gun sh

Mahdawi sought employment at a gun shop making and modifying firearms, allegedly even
offering to work without pay.

Mahdawi claimed to have considerable firearm experience, and allegedly said he had used
modi fied submachine guns 3to kil Jews while he was

Mahdawi allegedly said he had previously made guns for Hezbollah.
Mahdawi allegedly asked to purchase a sniper rifle and a machine gun.

The gun -shop owner also told police that Mahdawi appeared genuinely knowledgeable about
firearms.

Mahdawi allegedly photographed the exterior, interior and merchandise of the gun shop.

At a separate museum encounter, Mahdawi allegedly expressed interest in purchasing an
automatic rifle and sniper rifle.

During that encounter, Mahdawi allegedly said: 31 1
Mahdawi allegedly photographed or filmed people and vintage firearms inside the museum.

Mahdawi was allegedly subsequently observed photographing or filming people at a
supermarket checkout.

The police report was forwarded to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

108 My NBC5 #ahdawi Came to America A April 16 2025

109 Mahdawi v Trump, _No. 25-1113, Joint Special Appendix, Vol. Il, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, filed July 14 2025

110 The Brown and White, Mo hsen Mahdawi Journey FAomDPakeberné 201B
111 David Collier , 2015 police report  on Mahdawi

N2Mahdawi v. Trump, Gover nmweumeNsU.3. Courtdf Appgalp ferrtheé Becand
Circuit, filed July 14 2025
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The report makes clear that Mahdawi presented identifying documentation:

JMR [ REDACTED] told me that on the second visit, the
purchase a sniper rifle and a machine gun. MR [REDACTED] told me that the male had not

specified specific firearms for purchase nor had he shared his purpose or inten t with these

firearms. MR [REDACTED] told me that the male had provided him with his Vermont Operator's

license which contained the male's photograph. MR [REDACTED] told me that he had made a

photo copy of the male's operator's license and he had written the man's phone number down as
documentati on. MR [ REDACTED] provided me with a photo

The photocopied licence is significant because it provides contemporaneous documentary support for
the gun shop owner's identification of Mahdawi.

November 18: Mahdawi is interviewed by the FBI concerning the allegations in the Windsor Police
report, 113114

J...an incident in summer 2015 when a gun shop owner t
that Mr. Mahdawi had visited his store twice, expressing an interest in learning more about

firearms and buying a sniper rifl e aaddonsderableut omati c we
firearm experience and used to build modified 9mm submachine guns to kill Jews while he was

in Palestine.AN The store owner stated that Mr. Mahdawi
merchandise. The store owner gave the police the name ofaf  ellow gun enthusiast who stated

that he had a similar conversation with Mr. Mahdawi at
where the enthusiast served as a volunteer tour leader. During that conversation, Mr. Mahdawi

all egedly told theegtw &mnt hudieawst A Yl | i k

JI'n his reply, Mr. Mahdawi stated that in November 201
him concerning the allegations from July 2015. Mr. Mahdawi confirmed that he had visited the

gun shop and the Precision Museum but that he had never discussed buying weapons or Killing

Jews. His purpose in visiting the gun shop was to learn whether he was required to register a

shotgun his wife had given him as a present. There was no registration requirement for her gift.

He went to the museum because it is located j ust a few blocks from where he lived, and he is

interested in machines and previously studied engineering. Mr. Mahdawi states that the FBI

agent was satisfied with his explanation and cl osed th

November18 : The same day as the FBI interview, Mahdawi As wi
what the police reporpthydsdsarli mesguasena j3momd asked office
her personally owned 12 -gauge Mossberg shotgun until the situation w  as resolved. Police took the

weapon into the evidence room Jto negat®¥scalation surr

113 Mahdawi v Trump, _No. 25-1113, Joint Special Appendix, Vol. Il, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, filed July 14 2025

MMahdawi v. Trump, Gover nment Yaumédld, i hS CoSrpotAppealdforthe pendi x,
Second Circuit, filed July 14 2025

115 Mahdawi v. Trump , No. 25-1113, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, July 21 2026

116 Mahdawi v. Trump , No. 25-1113, Joint Special Appendix, Vol. II, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, filed July 14 2025
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The Original Pledge to Uncle  Thaer

September 12 2015: Mahdawi publishes a remembrance post to his uncle on Facebook: 17

Mohsen Mahdawi o

@ September 12, 2015 - &%
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JEvery year on 12 September, | renew the pledge, just
same path. The pledge to the martyrs is preserved, and the pledge to the homeland will never

end.

3JOn this date falls the anniversary of the formidahbl e
warrior, armed with culture, love and courage. On this honoured date of my birthday, my uncle

Thaer departed this earthly life after a long struggle that he began from his earliest childhood

and passed on to those who came after him.

JI't was also an honour for me to be one of his student
which he planted within me like oak trees that the winds cannot break. He taught me how to be

fierce in defending what is right. He taught me to fear no one but God (Author Note: the Arabic

then adds "Yand the oppressedA, although the intended n
arm myself with faith as with a rifle. He taught me the first bullets and the first love. He gave me

a name that | will never forget for as long as | live , and he was always proud of me as a faithful

student and one who preserved what he had taught me. Just as | was, and remain, proud of my

uncle Thaer as my first teacher and my uncle Nidal as my second teacher.

JUncle Thaer, if you are able to see our world from yo
that | miss everything about you: your gaze and the very essence of your manhood, your
stubbornness and your culture, your psychological insight and your cour age. | miss you as a

117 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post , September 12 2015, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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source of support, love and presence. But the hope of meeting again is great, and the beauty of
the next life is greater.

J1I tell you that | remain faithful to the pledge, even
to my homeland, to the oppressed and to the poor of the world. And | still dream of my child,
who will carry your principles just as he will carry your na me, and we will continue to bring

forth revolutionaries for what is right, never deviating from it.

JMercy and |light are from You and unto You, my Lord. i

As with the 2013 Birzeit magazine article, Mahdawi explicitly identifies Thaer as a formative influence.
He describes his uncle as his 3first teacherj and himsel

taught him love of the homeland, howtobef i erce in its defence, to arm himse
rifle,} and 3the first bullets and the first | ove.}j

Most significantly, Mahdawi brings that inheritance into the present (emphasis added by authors) : 3 |

remain faithful to the pl edge, Hesgaggheierhains dewtedtmhism has char
homel and and the oppressed, and | ooks forward to a futur
principles: 3 we wi | | continue to bring forth revolutionaries f

Education is not part of the legacy Mahdawi describes in this post. In this lengthy account of what his

uncle taught him and what he remains faithful to, Mahdawi makes no reference to education as part of
that path. The | egacy he himself identifies is one of hc
bullets,} and the continuation of ThaerAs principles int
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Mourning an Islamic Jihad Fighter

September 22 2015: In a Facebook post Mahdawi mourns Diaa Abdul Halim Talhama, a Palestinian
Islamic Jihad terrorist, who was killed when an explosive device he was handling detonated
prematurely: 118119120

Mohsen Mahdawi ves
September 22, 2015 - &%
8lganll ll ligis e pnall yaill Loyl yaill g das I clile daslli elps
adye po JSJ pleludl g juadl

3 Di aa T arak mercg and light be upon you, O shining moon. Congratulations to you on
martyrdom, and patience and consolation to all who kne

Palestinian Islamic Jihad's military wing, the Al-Quds Brigades, subsequently commemorated Talhama
as one of its fighters: 1%

) (et

Gtlauls 8 Gollw )l algall a$pal (gpSauall aliall
F ISLAMIC JIHA MEN "

THE MILITARY WING C

) (et

wollwl! algall a$jal xS mall aliall
NT IN PALESTIN ) WING OF ISLAMIC JIHAD MOVEMENT IN PALESTINE

mourns a group of military specialists who were martyred during the “Al-Aqsa Flood”

JIEVIEVEY

v analll ddaabn 115 Indid Autmoll Sdnlnia ll a1 n Ahab «aoit . wndll i

Eight years since the martyrdom of the spark of the “Jerusalem Intifada”...
Diaa Al-Talahmeh

aon il el ..ccquadill anlaiil» &lyi algdil (nle plgel 8

2023 o 22 83l

Wb _ gl pllcll Military Media - Special

9' < pulall lgio oy ol »P?)ﬂlb' aogai io shgll o wnle anclisl Cuy ol »GM_'J-" alile (ale e gudd Itis not surprising that the Al-Talahmeh family, who raised their children to love the homeland from a
Sl Gt ailen Ggug i altily layifiel el 2pddl 8uel iy saialio alysll ghy Lot Fymalgalf young age, produced the knight Diaa, or “the engineer” as his relatives like to call him. The family of
pgil o ol (o3l JLANI AIS 2xgid aile )6 (3l wagall dadgd Go glidl Cpl yill wywadll aslail the martyr Diaa expresses its pride in his martyrdom and in the fact that his blood was the spark of
(aoglaall) the Jerusalem uprising, which brought the street out of the shell of fear that was imposed on it to

unite behind the option that their son believed in (resistance).

JUislll Gilgd oy (il allg dostal el aobaall slgaduw! aioll digiull (ys3ll dnoall pgdl Galgi
loga yna diulga alile @ Lagisi)l ill auniaog JUisll piljs wale 13y LAl @slgs ailoc oxais clif Today, Friday, marks the eighth anniversary of the martyrdom of the Mujahid Diaa Al-Talahmeh, who
Syl (nalll 2ol 6l Gilobiallg ulily was killed by the bullets of the occupation forces while carrying out a jihadist operation in Hebron, in

118 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post September 22 2015, screenshot and archived copy held by authors

19 A|l  Ar Ralestiniabs Hold a Funeral Procession for the Martyr Al -Talahmeh A Sept ember 22 20:
120 OCHA report, reporting period _ September 15-28 2015

21 Saraya, Islamic Jihad Military Wing,  memorial announcement _, September 22 2023
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Mahdawi is Given a Platform

November 112015 : Thi s date possibly marks Mahdawi As first publ
him to address roughly 100 people attending an Osher Lifelong Learning class. Mahdawi apparently

spoke for about 40 minutes about Al -Far aAa Camp, i ncl u dischilghoaifriendc count of
Hameida being killed 1?22 Thi s is currently the earliest reference f
childhood friend, although the account comes from a retrospective article published in 2020. Despite

numerous earlier Facebook references to formative experiences and personal losses - including the

deaths of his brother and uncle - no pre -November 2015 reference to the death of this friend has yet
been found.

2016
January: Dan & WhitAs Gener al Store in Norwich hir&s Mahdawi

Unspecified: Mahdawi applies to Dartmouth College in Hanover, NH. After his initial application is
deferred, a local businessman and his partner offer to pay for SAT tutoring. 125

June3:Mahdawi As di v or 8 dccarding to ann BBCb repert, Mahdawi moves in with Dan
Fraser in Hartford, Vt. 127

September29 : I n a Facebook post MahdawmhioAssh arhees Tteh%er oDAM tv2iAd e o

Mohsen Mahdawi
September 29, 2016 - &

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7fakEks8ak

What for?
You're the Witness,
the LayyéF

and the Judge'

YOUTUBE.COM
Dam - Who's The Terrorist? (Meen Erhabi?) Lyrics Video (HD) ! wulail /o al>

22 The Valley News, Upper Vall ey Man ShapAd BgceEimbeExp&rReBabdes
123 Osher Dartmouth, Fall Courses 2015

124 The Valley News, g Upper Valley Man ShapAd BgcelimbeExR&rR6e6RBbes
125The Valley News, B Upper Valley Man ShapAd BgecelimbeExR&rR6e6RBbes
126 Mahdawi v. Trump , No. 25-1113, Joint Special Appendix, Vol. I, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second

Circuit, filed 14 July 2025

2T My NBC5 tahdawi Came to America A Apri |l 16 2025

128 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post September 29 2016 , screenshot and archived copy held by authors

129 YouTube, DAM - Who's The Terrorist?  Video Published January 27 2011
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"BWhoAs t he ofig;nallyreleased ih 2001 at the height of the Second Intifada, does far more

than condemn | srael:. policies. I't brands | sraelis as 3Nas
Palestinian actors as terrorists, defends stone  -throwing, and presents suic ide bombings as a

consequence of I srael. oppression. Violent Palestinian
rejected, but as legitimate self -def ence: J3And | will continue defending m

terrorist.j

And I will continue defending
myself

Even if you
call me a terrorist

October: Mahdawi begins taking classes at Dartmouth College.  *° When The Free Press later contacted

Dart mouth, the college responded that its records Jindioc
enrolled as a Darfimouity posisliemitejhe was just Jauditing c
lessons without formal enroliment. 182

0L jinkedl n, Moh s educakita listhg wi A's
BlFree Press,UWh o i s Mohse\n Maah da v2i0 25
B2yistas Lifel dngobearsiandgotd Wit h Jadualy92026 Mahdawi A
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Text Tunnels for Terrorists

2017

January 11 : Ma hdawi posts on Facebook as another 3innocentj
again places himself at the centre of the story, this time telling of a peaceful, impoverished childhood

friend who was killed 3for no r ewlsdgeofthe mineto vouch/famkies hi s pe

peaceful character and innocence. %

Mohsen Mahdawi cee
January 11, 2017 - &%

My childhood friend "Mohammad"” was assassinated by the Israelis army last night for no reason.
Mohammad was known as a peaceful, kind and hard working person. His destiny was to be born
and raised in a refugee camp”Alfara‘'a’. Mohammad is the only son for a family suffered from
poverty and all they needed is to survive hunger. Last job for him was to sell corn on the street for
school’s students. Mohammad was shot in front of his mother eyes . six pullets were fired by an
Israeli solder from 6 ft distance, they all went through his chest and finished his life in the middle of
the night, inside his poor family home in the camp.

There are no words can describe the feeling of injustice that Palestinians witness everyday but on
the other side there are all words in the media to show my people as violent and terrorist people.

| know this guy and | witness that he did nothing except to dream. Dream to live in peace, to have
a good job, to own a home, and to make a happy family.
Rest in peace brother Mohammad. See less

The man in the image is Muhammad Subhi Mahmoud al -Salahi (¢ ] HOp ™ FOH BY(Hb)j aBSalahi was
33 when he died, which means Mahdawiwas6 -7 years younger than Bts 3Jchildho

Mahdawi As post gives a detailed account of the incident
Salahi and the circumstances of his death that Mahdawi did not give to his American audience.

For example, the Israeli account was radically different. The soldiers were in Al -FaraANa Camp to ar.
wanted suspectwhenal -Sal ahi ran towards them with a knife, shouti
the IDF, he attempted to stab the soldiers and was  shot only after calls for him to stop had failed. 135

133 Mohsen Mahdawi _Facebook post, January 11 2017, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
134 Shireen Martyrs website, listing for al -Salahi
B YNelt DB Kills Terrorist Thaahuary10i2¢dd t o St ab Sol diersA
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Mahdawi mentions none of this. Instead, he tells his readers unequivocally that his friend was
Jassassinatedj and killed 3for no reason. j

Yet there is more here than simply two conflicting accounts of what happened when he was killed.

The chronol ogy makes MahdSadiaNsi daess chriisptdcomi lodhoadd friend
interesting. Mahdawi would have been approximately 14 Z17 years old during the three years al -Salahi

was imprisoned. Yet when invoking that childhood friendship t 0 assure his American audience that

they knew each other and attest to his peaceful character, Mahdawi does not mention that his older

friend had spent those very years in an Israeli prison for activities reportedly connected to the Second

Intifadaandthe Al-Agsa MartyrsA Brigades.

Norwasal-Sal ahi As political affiliation difficuFaranai Gampi
issued a martyr poster in his name. Beneath the Fatah insignia, the movement mourned Muhammad
Subhi Mahmoudal -Sal ahi as Jits deovfotietds Yoenr oaensd jone

March 8: Mahdawi portrays the death of Basel al  -Araj as another friend killed by Israel as an innocent
intellectual - omitting both the circumstances of his death and his involvement in armed resistance. 137

B8X Quds Net wdnmrkemgoratisgt Mdhammad Sobhi Al -SalihiA January 10 2017
137 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post March 8 2017, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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Mohsen Mahdawi asa
W March 8, 2017 - &

Being an educated and intellectual Palestinian is a good reason for the Israelis army to kill you. My
friend Basil was killed two days ago. | knew Basil through his visits to my university and our regular
coffee meetings. He was one of the most educated young people I've ever met. He was full of
questions and always looking for answers. | still can see Basil taking notes each time we had a
discussion, a gentle smile on his face and a determination in his eyes to figure out the truth.

We will never give up our rights to live free!l It's a simple message which Basil paid his life for it. See

less
In reality, Basel al -Araj was a prominent advocate of armed resistance and was killed in a shoot -out
with Israeli forces. Both Hamas and the PFLP issued statements mourning his death. 138

JBasel did not call on us to be resistance fighters. Nor did he call on us to be revolutionaries. Basel
told us to be true, that is all. If you are true, you will be revolutionaries and resistance fighters. R

A year earlier, in April 2016, the Palestinian Authority had arrested al -Araj and two others on
allegations of planning armed attacks against Israel. According to PA police, the three were found with
weapons, hand grenades and camping equipment, allegedly in preparation for an attack. 40

In 2025, masked students from Columbia University Apartheid Divest (CUAD) occupied the university's
main | ibrary, di stributing flyers andArragn aPnoipnug aar
CUAD, the organisation he had helped launch, was comme  morating the same militant whom Mahdawi
had described eight years earlier as an intellectual friend killed by Israel, without mentioning the
circumstances of his death. 4! 42 Mahdawi was in Vermont at the time and was not physically

present. 143

March 10: In a Facebook post of an article entitted JWhat i s the Nature of t
Mahdawi considered the prospects of a future Palestinian uprising or war. 144 He predicted heavy
Palestinian losses because Israel possessed an overwhelming technological and intelligence advantage,
including detailed knowledge of Palestinian geography, social networks and individual movements.

rUenai dvi enr g

he Comin

Mahdawi noted that the Palestinians possessed no equival
| srael, its streets¥Y its inhabitants and their character
structures. j

BJewi sh Tel egr aPpldsiinien Mag KillecciyShd$t -0 u tMarch 6 2017

Liberatedi fexasti ¥n, Wonder and tAprie52024agi ¢ of the Worl dA

“MondowePiAssUnder ReneweApril18R01G i ci s mA

¥l Cuad Substack UF1 ood But | erA LMabyr a7r y2 ON205w

142 Scholars at Risk Freedom Monitoring Project  April 14 2025

“SBost on I@dhdawi €anravelto NewYork A May 15 2025
144 Mohsen Mahdawi archived post _ hosted by David Collier March 10 2017
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https://www.jta.org/2017/03/06/israel/palestinian-man-alleged-to-be-part-of-terror-cell-killed-in-shootout-with-israeli-troops?
https://liberatedtexts.com/reviews/liberation-wonder-and-the-magic-of-the-world-basel-al-arajs-i-have-found-my-answers/
https://mondoweiss.net/2016/04/pa-under-renewed-criticism-for-security-coordination-with-israel/
https://cuapartheiddivest.substack.com/p/flood-butler-now-disruption-unti
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/report/2025-04-14-columbia-university/
https://archive.ph/c79Ea
https://david-collier.com/mohsen-mahdawi-march-10-2017/
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Ma hdawi explicitly rejected the suggestion that Palestir
surrender and give in? The answer is of course no. But we must urgently recognise our mistakes and
correct them.j

The article was therefore not an argument against another intifada, but an assessment of the
weaknesses Mahdawi believed Palestinians needed to correct before the next confrontation.

March 29 : Ma hdawi speaks about his experiences growing up i
Bugbee Senior Center in White River Junction, Vt. 1%

April 9: A panel discussion is held at Woodstock Town Hall Theatre in Woodstock, Vt., following a
screening of the documentary  Seeing Through the Wall: Meeting Ourselves in Palestine and Israel . The
Valley News reported that Mahdawi participated in the panel. 146

July 9: Mahdawi posts to Facebook that he is about to complete his fiftieth talk, since his first in
November 2015. 47

November4: At Sout hern New Hampshire UniversityAs Webster Ha
JPalestinel/z28Ael Cd®flirfonting the Realitiesj about his 3p
includes a screening of Seeing Through the Wall: Meeting Ourselves in Palestine and Israel , suggesting

that by this point Mahdawi may have been participating i
tour. 148

YThevVal | ey Woedsicsck Fdmmaker Shows Documentary A March 31 2017
Y6TheVal | ey Woedsiceck Fdmmaker Shows Documentary A March 31 2017
147 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post, July 7 2017, screenshot and archived copy held by authors

148 New England Network for Justice for Palestine, Mohsen Mahdawi JPersonal Journeyi
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https://vnews.com/2017/03/31/woodstock-filmmaker-shows-documentary-about-israel-and-palestine-8931389/
https://vnews.com/2017/03/31/woodstock-filmmaker-shows-documentary-about-israel-and-palestine-8931389/
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid02dR5AnraDkk7DnpLu7sURvv8wQnKkY79EczsFR5vwPcjiHeQiQ4MxcQaeDZqAGM9Tl
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Open Threats

2018

February 6: Mahdawi posts on Facebook two messages filled with curses, accusations and talk of
martyrdom: 149 150

Mohsen Mahdawi
February 6, 2018 - &

o+ aSalgsl Ciis g . aSmaw g2l g (aS)lasl Cug
digadl g cMosl Lyl £S52881 Cubnsw
o Y p36 Slull oV G2l lgge g lgsgs

Mohsen Mahdawi
February 6, 2018 - &

o Sl go g0 Wiz gl Byac gl Dlazyi Wl dzlz gud dagaidl
Glzuai e Wil Olps g SLGS g Jgde ol dzlay dugadl . .
yuusall dlolgs I dzly dugadl .

iz JUslll Cylai o lgalsi g yiS1 Il ol 2l sugid]
d)2)l sy agilizai lginis

The first reads: 3May your sight be ruined, may your hes
swallowed up, and may your hearts incur wrath, you collaborators and traitors. Repent and return to
the truth, because the reckoning is inevitably coming.j

149 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post February 6 2018, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
150 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post February 6 2018, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid05JiBFLVxpdsUotjgmYkPiTxwvg1nd8JW84pAAcCxyuCtoMMURDiqaWfbYAaqT6iWl

Mohsen Mahdawi  September 2026 | Collier Feldman INVESTIGATIVE REPORT- V1

The second reads: 3The martyr does not need prayers for
even pictures from anyone. The martyr needs minds, writings and expertise that build upon his
sacrifice. The martyr needs the journey/struggle to continue. The martyr needs you to read more and

learn from the experiences of the heroes, so that you may honour their sacrifices by attaining
freedom. i

Mahdawi was reacting to events back home in the Jenin area.

On this same day, the IDF tracked down the ringleader of the terrorist cell that killed Rabbi Raziel Shev
on January 9 2018. The terrori st?Aslewasfouadwhikearmedijandad Nassar
killed.

The Izz ad -Din al-Qassam Brigades, the Hamas military arm, issued a statement mourning Jarrar as one
of its members and describing ®¥im as a 3leading commande

News quickly spread that Palestinian security services had helped Israel locate the Hamas terrorist. It
was against this backdrop that Mahdawi turned his anger
traitors,j warning them thattodti mM¥.4jeckoning is inevitabl

By this point, Mahdawi had been living in America for almost four years. Yet when Israeli forces killed
a Hamas/Qassam terrorist wanted for his role in the murder of a rabbi, Mahdawi's fury was directed at
the Palestinians who had allegedly helped Israelt o find him.

March 4: Following a screening of Seeing Through the Wall: Meeting Ourselves in Palestine and Israel
from the Havurah of Addison County in Middlebury, Vt., Mahdawi is presented as a special guest for
the Q&A. 15

April 23:  Mahdawi posts on Facebook that he is finishing at Dartmouth College: 155

June27:U. S. Citizen and | mmigrati on -35 petitiorctreusrensopimythe ve s Mahd:
conditions on his permanent residence and changing his code of admission to an IR6. 156

Unspecified: According to an article in ~ The Valley News, Mahdawi returns to the Palestinian controlled
areas for a month to see his mother. %7

BITi mes o f RabbssrSaspekted Kiler Shot Dead by Security Forces A February 6 2018
152 A A Hethas Armed Wing Mourns Slain Fighter A February 6 2018

Al r e s al a AssaNsnatisn oflarar Confirms Important of Security Coordination AN February 6
2018

B“Havurah Addi sSar €eminh ¢ , T ir o Bebrbary2h2018Wa |l | A
155 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post April 23 2018, screenshot and archived copy held by authors

156 Mahdawi v Trump, _No. 25-1113, Joint Special Appendix, Vol. Il, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, filed 14 July 2025

" The Valley News, g Upper Valley Man ShapAdDBgyehber E2BeRDB20Oces
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/rabbis-suspected-killer-shot-dead-by-security-forces-in-raid/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/hamass-armed-wing-mourns-slain-fighter/1055763?
https://alresalah.news/post/176384/%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%85-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D8%A4%D9%83%D8%AF-%D8%A3%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86%D9%8A?
https://havurahaddisoncounty.org/2018/02/23/film-screening-seeing-through-the-wall/
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid02EBdkqDtxyQyvtiHdNapkyteAGZdxbASf2y3sf9XStcZTC7dcTiMDYyveCtSMuVtjl
https://assets.aclu.org/live/uploads/2025/04/106.-Appendix-Vol-II.pdf
https://archive.ph/gEVpi
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The Sudden Change of the Uncle Thaer Narrative

July 8 2018: Mahdawi posts to Facebook about his uncle Thaer, telling a story about his uncle that does
not reconcile with either the chronology or*his own ear|l

Mohsen Mahdawi
July 8, 2018 - &%

slage ULl grac ol g 3Y I)lie

Jinall o3l o gi dielil w6 0 ol e lousy lumg pasedl (w8 Cliie Srac (w0 dsylad] oo lelail

coltsS w2y g wall o8 ¢ ¢yle Biges wydall (pijio dguitiwl g dolanVl Sy Brblell Guw (b« dae

S« dielil dgpall (I canadl (e JoVl o camzlyi ¢ aziuwl b uai) EyiS1 o) (il d2y) Jell Goas
Jol Wy S+ diisglly digle dellie (il

il oo 31 8 yzin Wauas « 8ago> (pigduo g dazeo 3l 18 o Wb jeuddl (e Lulls Ul g pLYI sl (s
g ol Ul Dgo g« o eVl plads « sl il a1 Hlade alel Ul oz (wizowl” W JB o> Ay
oo Uy laigs (ol (e Lz i " ras o JBB " clllial Jlabll 2lg)l « umall zlgyl aazi dslaiiyl ol
" Sall g Jasll g g Ve aolg et VI W Gay @ g« il g uoyVl g Jladl v e JS L 19EA ple (s Ll
wdibais] Qs 151 g (wege uaSas cuSy 13l g inlys Cuils cuad 136 ¢ GV ol gVl Gl as W JB .

oy lod Jacl. uoyll o clal g o cllic g clale g ol laclas JUl o * (o JaS] g« 2V Gl iz

"li> Joll Gl g« lic (b jaiiwl g lglal

coseb b aluilw] dols bes aillicl beasy iU (rac gl IT//Te)l oMus pos (b g daw o JBI sy
oy al g Iz rac J>) ¢ didbad sy lagad @5)) dwly (b s dolo; g paslll daiS (w6 e o lisolo,
ole Wil gl Vgl ;eSY baze (islb i il gl (millaci « Joll (pillacl g (il jué il ac « g,

0o 9 Cipi dzolz (8 )oY rguzsdll po Jaels 2320l 5 (wlaz 253Y Hedll (rilbocl jLiell d2)5 (b 9 Auall
Ul dawl ysgi ¥ Jl yam Mab g dzgy ails &y dogyze 5 doglSe Lsls dals )i g gac Joy o Sy ol Wl af
- Sglige
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Lasl Jibiue g plally LaiVl . gladl g clhsll g Joll jLoiiVl .« jLoiVl sa lia g z,all g 1ia ¢ (pio el
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See translation

5 es ()64 00

3JWhen | was eight, my Iittle brother Muhammad passed a
my close friend Hamida Mubarak was martyred. My pain and anguish were immense; | lost hope

to the point where | no longer cared enough to even bathe. My academic standing dropped from

first in the class to eighth; my life was dark and filled with desolation ? | was devoid of hope. One

158 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post July 8 2018, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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day, while | was sitting among the graves  ? near the resting places of my brother Muhammad

and my friend Hamida, shaded by t he o?myWecleThae e
approached me. When he looked into my eyes and saw me weeping silently in deep anguish, he
wept with me. After a moment, he said, YListen
inside; losing a mother is hard, and the death of a brother is even harder. Now, the Intifada is

claiming the lives of loved ones ? thelivesofchildr en just | i ke you. A He
hope. When we were displaced from our lands in 1948, we lost everything ? wealth, land, and
home?y et one thing remained: our minds and our
my mother; if | slept, it wou Id be my bed; if | wept, it would wipe away my tears; and if | died, it

would cradle me lovingly forever. AN He added, UYFrom

knowledge and your mind, and the land is your mother. Work for her, love her people, invest in
your mind, and keep hope alive. A"

The post contains many contradictions:

At this point, Mahdawi claims that his close friend Hameida Mubarak died when Mahdawi was ten
something the chronology shows cannot be true. He then describes his uncle Thaer consoling him

behi

nd

closely

nt el

besi de Hamei daAs grave, despi t e dihntheeamp tvas killechdyringlthee d

Second Intifada. The encounter, as Mahdawi describes it, therefore could not have happened.

Most strikingly, the Thaer presented here bears little resemblance to the uncle that Mahdawi described

in his earlier Arabic writings. The nationalist fighter and martyr whose path of resistance Mahdawi
pledged to continue has become the inspirational ment or who tells him that
knowledge and intellect. There is no comparable message in those earlier accounts of education
replacing resistance. *%°

By 2018, a new narrative of education, hope and non  -violence was emerging around his uncle, one that
would become central to the persona Mahdawi presented in the United States.

159 This report: pages 26 and 38
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The Story Takes Shape

August 2018: Mahdawi enrolls in Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Class of 2022, IDEAS
program majoring in computer engineering. 160

! Lehigh University

A
LEHIGH

- Computer Science

Aug 2018 — Aug 2020

October 13 : Mahdawi gives a post -show discussion after a performance of J. T. Rogers's  Oslo at
Northern Stage, White River Junction, Vt. The Facebook advertisement reads that IMehdawi, a third
generation refugee raised in Al -Fara'a refugee camp in Palestine, shares his experience. 3¢

December5: Le hi gh Un iBvowwmand WhiteA publishes the first detailed profile of Mahdawi
found during this research. By this point, he had reportedly given more than 60 talks over two years.
For the first time, the central elements of what would become his American origin story are laid out
together: his mother leaving, the death of his younger brother, the killing of his childhood friend
Hameida, his desire for revenge, and the intervention of his uncle Thaer, who supposedly redirected
him towards education and hope. 62

I n one passage, Mahdawi describes his reaction to Hameid

JAnd | get «cr azystaobnoeust anedv eMogleot ovAs werenAt enough fo
According to the story, Thaer subsequently found Mahdawi
his mind was the only weapon he needed. J3From then on, i

himself to education.

There is an immediate problem with this account: the encounter could not have happened as
described. Thaer was already dead by the time the supposed killing of Hameida could have occurred.

The article nevertheless shows how far Mahdawi As public
him as the J3Mandela of Palestine,}j saying that what Mahc
everyone. j

0) i nkedl n, Mdubatoa ligiingss
181 Northern Stage Facebook post October 11 2018

162 The Brown and White 3 A st udent As Journey From The D&eslder5Bank To
2018
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That description is difficult to reconcile with Mahdawi /
period. This was not simply an old militancy gradually giving way to a new message of peace.

Context: In the months and years in which Mahdawi was giving American audiences talks about

peace, hope and reconciliation, his Arabic social media continued to praise militants, omit important
context around terrorist violence and, on occasion, contain explicit th reats. The two narratives were
running in parallel.

Over the following years, Mahdawi would tell and retell his life story in interviews, speeches and

profiles. Details would change, new elements would appear, and significant contradictions would

emerge - both between different versions of the story and bet ween those stories and the historical

record. Rather than repeatedly interrupt the chronology to examine each discrepancy as it appears,

this report documents the accounts as Mahdawi gave them.
evolution and exami ne the contradictions in more detail.

2019

January 12 : Mahdawi was detained and searched by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) while
returning to Vermont from atwo  -day trip to Montreal. According to court documents, Mahdawi told

officers he had travelled there to visit a woman he had met on a Caribbea n cruise two weeks earlier.
During a secondary inspection, officers reportedly found mushrooms, a tab that field -tested positive for
LSD, and 16 unmarked capsules containing white powder, one of which field -tested positive for

methamphetamine. Mahdawi was  also reportedly carrying $4,125 in cash. 163 Vermont State Police
attended and issued Mahdawi a citation. The drugs were seized and transferred to State Police.
Mahdawi was subsequently released.

During the incident, CBP contacted a Joint Terrorism Task Force officer, who declined interest in the
case. Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) was also contacted; HSI declined to attend that day but
Jdo have interest in the ooamad ieomd awi lal |cakteai mdatthee ji nf

February 28: Mahdawi appears as the first guest on the  Lehigh Live podcast. % Much of the interview

repeats the personal transformation story already told in The Brown and White : the deaths of his

brother and friend, his uncleAs intervention, and his su
education, hope and reconciliation.

Mahdawi says explicitly: 31 hated the Israelis. | hated
with what he says he believes 3right now,j which is 3I b

163 Mahdawi v Trump, _No. 25-1113, Joint Special Appendix, Vol. Il, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, filed July 14 2025

164 YouTube LU Live Episode 1: Mohsen Mahdawi February 28 2019
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There are two notable devel opment s. Ma hdawi expands the
now quoting Thaer as telling him: 3your only weapon in t
i ght . j

More significantly, Mahdawi gives a much fuller account of his extraordinary journey to Jerusalem for
his U.S. visa interview. He claims that after Israel refused him permission to enter, a friend constructed
a 40-foot ladder, which Mahdawi used to scalet he separation barrier, cut through barbed wire and
lower himself by rope into Jerusalem while evading Israeli soldiers.

He then adds a new episode absent from the  Brown and White account: Israeli police stopped his bus in
Jerusal em and c h e aénsgfidation, ot Rikedtg discoseAthat he was there without a
permit.

Mahdawi says he eventually reached the U.S. Consulate after it had closed because he was late, but was
nevertheless admitted and assisted by the official who had interviewed him.

March22 : Mahdawi speaks at Lehigh Ud% versityAs Christchurec
Unspecified: Nadi ne Cl opton becomes Mahdawi As ¥irl friend at Le

October4 : Mahdawi appear s o0 hegdndaty Pagdast slongsitie histthem\ -girlfriend,
Nadine Clopton. 167

October 22/23 : Mahdawi takes part in three Lehigh events with Israeli storyteller Noa Baum, billed as
JA Palestinian and an Israeli at Lunch  .j 168 169 170

November: Mahdawi begins writing for LTaehBrogwmahdWhited 'd’€ nt news p a

Point of Note: Mahdawi ANs Facebook activity becomes increasingl
through 2022, his posting rate drops significantly: in 2020, for example, only 13 posts were

published across the entire year, compared with 27 in December 2017 alone. The survivin g

social media record for this period is therefore considerably thinner than for the preceding

years.

¥ L ehi gh DNegighsdolds 8hristchurch Vigil  AMarch 22 2019

% The Val | eBefud¢e Shares Péssonal Story to Bridge Israeli -Palestinian divide A December 27
2020

167 |_ehigh University, Legendary Podcast Mohsen Mahdawi and Nadine Compton

%8 The Br own a n d NoABauin Bortidys Story A Oc t 3d BO&

169 | ehigh University, archived , Student affairs updates

170 The Southsider Y1 nspi ring Peace ylAn MBE2B@RALC o mmuni t

1 The Brown and White, Mahdawi arti cl e #6&vembdrdh2019Senat eA
12 The Brown and White, Mahdawi articleAUYBeaembdbr»ad2019
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https://archive.ph/gEVpi
https://open.spotify.com/episode/675Tmk810UBJLxNDkUJNkO
https://thebrownandwhite.com/2019/10/31/noa-baum-portrays-own-story-with-israeli-palestinian-perspectives/
https://archive.ph/A5KTU#selection-1191.30-1193.153
https://thesouthsider.org/2020/03/29/inspiring-peace-in-the-community-through-storytelling/
https://thebrownandwhite.com/2019/11/17/student-senate-hosts-disucssion-regarding-palestinian-joke-slipped-in-agenda/
https://thebrownandwhite.com/2019/12/23/study-abroad-office-helps-over-698-students-go-abroad-in-2019-alone/
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2020

Unspecified: Mahdawi As girl friend Nadine Clopton?graduates fro
Unspecified: Mahdawi leaves Lehigh University early after two years of study, despite having

originally committed to graduate with the Class of 2022. 174

October: Mahdawi buys 21 acres of land in West Fairlee, Vt. 175176

December 27: Mahdawi receives his most substantial American media exposure to date when The

Valley News publishesatwo -part profile, 3Upper Valley man shaped by
traces his journey from Al -Far aAa Camp to Vermont and presents the tra
central to his public persona. Friends and supporters describe him as ¢ harismatic, sincere and

committed to reconciliation; one says he has an extraordinary ability to move beyond the injustice of

his childhood. 177 178

The article also brings Mahdawi's childhood story to a much wider audience. He describes Hameida as

his 13-year -old best friend, saying the two had picked up stones to throw at Israeli tanks before

Hameida was shot, and again places his uncle Thaer beside  him at the cemetery afterwards, teaching

him that education was the way forward.

The profile marked another significant step i n Mahdawi As

appeared as he was preparing to transfer to Columbia University, where he had been awarded a
scholarship covering approximately $65,000 a year in tuition an d fees.

173 LinkedIn, Nadine Clopton account

174 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post July 7 2018, the Lehigh 4 year promise. Screenshot and archived
copy held by authors

175 Mahdawi v Trump, _No. 25-1113, Joint Special Appendix, Vol. Il, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, filed July 14 2025

" TheVal | ey UNpewalleydMan As Palestinian Refugee (Partl ) A December 27 2020
""TheVal | ey UNpewvslleydMan as Palestinian Refugee (Partl ) A December 27 2020
TheVal | ey UNpewvslleydnan as Palestinian Refugee (Part2) A December 27 2020
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/nadineclopton/
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid02ub5B3WgBc4UoMuXvjALLwsNDMfjLRknNRkfZkpS7M5MtJ4gC43FUmDBps2sYXjd6l
https://assets.aclu.org/live/uploads/2025/04/106.-Appendix-Vol-II.pdf
https://archive.ph/9Sr3R
https://archive.ph/9Sr3R
https://archive.ph/gEVpi

Mohsen Mahdawi  September 2026 | Collier Feldman INVESTIGATIVE REPORT- V1

Losing his Brother in Struggle

2021

March 21 : Mahdawi speaks at The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Upper Valley (UUCUV) in
Hartland, Vt. 17 180

March 21: Vermonters for Justice in Palestine (VJP) organise an online discussion with Seeing Through
the Wall: Meeting Ourselves in Palestine and Israel  film director Anne Macksoud, Rabbi Dov Taylor, who
is featured in the film, and Mohsen Mahdawi. 18!

May: Mahdawi campaigns alongside Wafic Faour, VJP founder, at the Nakba Day march in Burlington,
Vt ., calling on Ben & %% Followingsa two o-mdnth gampmaigr that Mamdawe dnd
Faour were both credited as |l eading®®8Ben & JerryAs parti

179 Unitarian Universalist Congregation, =~ Mohsen Mahdawi Talk , March 21 2021

180 YouTube UUC Mohsen Mahdawi _March 21 2021

Blyvermonters f or Juslthiromel gihn TRdistussigt) with\doghserdMahdawi March 21
2021

182 \WC A XBurhgton Rallies For Palestine A May 15 2021

183 Wafic Faour is a Vermont resident who has fabricated some of his personal family history to gain
sympathy, credibility and leverage. Faour published social media posts expressing support for October

7 and mourning terrorist leaders. David Collier and Rach el Feldman, YWa f i c zA&aise Prophet of
the Boycot t Jafuarm262026 n A

184 James Haslam Facebook post thanking Mahdawi and Wafic Faour July 19 2021

185 Vermont ers for Justice in Palestine press release July 21 2021
186 Instagram, Mohsen Mahdawi  uploads image, May 19 2021
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https://soundcloud.com/user-22911950-132422608/2021-03-21-sunday-reflection-by-mohsen-mahdawi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xpzlvktgfqs
https://films.vtjp.org/GMT20210321-200523_Recording_640x360.mp4
https://www.wcax.com/2021/05/15/burlington-rallies-for-palestine/
https://david-collier.com/wafic-faour-a-false-prophet-of-the-boycott-campaign
https://david-collier.com/wafic-faour-a-false-prophet-of-the-boycott-campaign
https://www.facebook.com/james.haslam1886/posts/pfbid027EDPvk6zmryDXRjJ3JCRoyBg9iiDnry1fUWtcMrHFDLfQKVithZxwS9zPkYQR8Pcl
https://vtjp.org/PRESS_RELEASE3.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/p/CPD5brBJqOP/?hl=en
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June2: Mahdawi publishes a post on Facebook md®rning his 3b

Mohsen Mahdawi T
W June 2, 2021 - &%

This morning, | received the heavy news of loosing my brother in struggle and comrade Fadi. Fadi and
I studied together at Birzeit university, were very close friends, and spent lots of time in the mountains
of Palestine.

An Israeli soldier shot Fadi in the head two weeks ago during Gaza protests. The live ammunition put
him in a position where recovery was impossible. Fadi was shot by the Israeli army several times
before, spent near 7 years in the israeli prisons on multiple arrests, and now has left this journey.

| clearly remember his words in my head, that he will not allow the oppressor to break him and that
he will resist to the last breath.

Fadi my brother, | don't know how to say it or what to tell your family. But | pledge to hold you in my
heart on my journey for justice. Rest In Peace

0gigirad oo b elslys e Ul g « i)l ol g« o usll o

) W ¢ -

-

THE OLOBAL

Fadi As full name was Fadyjj ISibePipqp H)fdndn 1987, srdmaBirzzit. Klis

own brother explicitly identified him as a member of the Al -Agsa Martyrs® Brigades.

Hi s sister | ater wrote &eboolDi dTheditetceleiAitodVadhahd'se t i t 1l ed Y
progression from throwing stones to Molotov cocktails, and ultimately to his determination to obtain a

firearm and confront Israelis at close range. He eventually obtained that weapon. 189

His first arrest was in 2004. In 2007 he was caught alongside grenades and with plans to attack
Israelis. *° In 2014 he was captured after shooting attacks against Israelis. There was some anger in

187 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post June 2 2021, screenshot and archived copy held by authors

188 Al Ar Yobng Patgstinian Died From Injuries Sustained During Clashes A June 2 2021
Bpjffah Zeoodktsiced August 2 2023

Mako NE&wsp#®ct in Shooting in Bir ZeMarch242614r ori st Who W
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https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid0Z24Qi9Nceies6SaE3yYzGVfaVzHy5VaEkdoy68hJfQALuCfz64XRsD5KjHm894xTl
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/politics/%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D9%81%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%A8%D8%A5%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%87-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84
https://diffah.alaraby.co.uk/diffah/books/2023/8/22/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AA-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A9
https://www.mako.co.il/news-military/security/Article-f6d526f5d93f441004.htm
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Israel that a previously captured terrorist had been freed to attack again. According to Israeli security,
Washaha admitted the attack and surrendered his rifle. 191

He was a wanted terrorist at the time he was shot. Fat ah
Fadi Washasha was buried with a rifle placed on his body. 192 193 194

This was the man Mahdawi mourned in June 2024a a3sclhoisse 3 br
friendj with whom he said he had spent considerabl e ti me
Mahdawi knew that Washaha had repeatedly been imprisoned; he says so himself. What he does not

tell his American Facebook audience is what Washaha had been imprisoned for, his history of armed

attacks, or his affiliation with the Al-Agsa MartyrsA Brigades.

191 Shabak Reports - Two Shooting Attacks Solved _March 24 2014

192 Facebook reel Mousa Washasa June 30 2021

193 Abu Allsaber / Zaid Ayyad Facebook post June 29 2021

¥4 WA F A N eFuneral Brocession For Martyr Fadi Washah in Birzeit A June 3 2021
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https://www.shabak.gov.il/reports/publications/240314newitem
https://www.facebook.com/reel/112553114306223
https://www.facebook.com/abu.allsaber/posts/pfbid03VkhiWtEk65y1vfjG6YynPLDoK1xKTnbiDsNeq8nizrJcndb27QAcoy86kVLUQMal
https://www.wafa.ps/news/2021/6/3/%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%8A%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D8%AC%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%B4%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%AA-25651
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Columbia: From Small Pond to Big Ocean

Unspecified 2021: Mahdawi writes his admissions essay for Columbia University. It has both parents
leaving him alone, not just his mother. The essay also contains the story about his best friend Hameida
being shot in front of him, along with the impossible conversation with his uncle Thaer. 1%

September: Enrollment in Columbia University as an undergraduate student, roughly seven years
since his arrival in America. 19

September 12:  On the eve of beginning classes at Columbia University, Mahdawi again invokes his

uncle Thaer in a Facebook post. He writes that shortly before Thaer was killed, his uncle told him:

JEducation is your only weapon.j The postcrémemberbdoasma Mahdawi '
militant and martyr whose path of resistance he pledged to continue has now become the formative

voice behind Mahdawi's American message of education, love, peace and reconciliation: 197

Mohsen Mahdawi is 2t Columbia University.
W September 12, 2021 - Mew York, NY, United States - &%

As | celebrate my birthday today, | can hear my uncle Thayer's words just before he was murdered by
the Israeli army on my 11th birthday- September 12, 2001,

"Education is your only weapon, and the land is your eternal mother now”, he said to me while looking
into my tearful eyes. During that time, | was suffering and felt a tremendous amount of pain as | lived
without my mother, buried my only brother, and saw my best friend getting shot and killed in front of
my eyes - in the refugee camp where | was born and raised.

That day, my uncle Thayer reminded me that we live on HOPE. He taught me that education and hope
are intertwined, and that LOVE is the strongest power & motivation as he said " love your eternal
mother, help its people, and invest in your mind.”

Tomorrow, and 20 years after loosing my uncle, | start my first class at @columbia University
@columbiags. As | start my classes, | feel grateful for my uncle’s wisdom; the power of HOPE and
LOWVE that brought me to this point of life; to continue my education at this impressive institution.

I've dedicated my life to the cause of peace and justice. | don‘t believe in the ideclogy of an enemy. |
believe that we all are related and the reason why humans cause harm to each other is because we
forgot that we are all related. If there is an enemy, it would be our internal fear, our ignorance, and
our sense of segregation.

I didn’t make it to Columbia University alone. What brought me to this institution are two things: the
stories that I've lived and witnessed about humans, and the help that | received from all the humans
who believed in my vision and to whom | am so grateful.

For the coming years, | will be investing in my mind while building bridges with the Jewish community
in NYC. With an open mind, my guest is to find what do we have in common rather that what divides
us. And my hope is to connect our stories of joy & suffering, healing & pain, love & fear. By
understanding our fear and relating to our pain; it's a way to see injustice without confusion, and to
relate to each other as one instead of “the ather”.

In memery of my uncle Thayer ... The hope is still alive ...

195 The Vermont Standard, Columbia admission essay Mohsen Mahdawi

19 |inkedIn Mohsen Mahdawi, education listing

197 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post September 12 2021, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
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https://thevermontstandard.com/mohsen-mahdawis-columbia-university-admissions-essay/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mohsen-m-843046265/details/education/
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid0wXmwXEz4EjdMjAbsLLdVbMRLcEifDV3eRFn5ud18qbRPHXpwnopm5DsztbEL2yHcl
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2022

April 15: During a wave of deadly Palestinian terror attacks in Israel, Mahdawi shares Gideon Levy's

HaAarogtimi on article, 3A Perspective From the Palestinia
RaAad Hazem had just murdered three innocent <civilians v
Aviy, 1%

Mahdawi As Facebook activity was extremely | imited during

was a column asking readers to view the terrorist attack from a Palestinian perspective.

It is another example of the asymmetry increasingly visible between Mahdawi's public language of
empathy and reconciliation and the material he chose to amplify when Israelis were the victims of
Palestinian violence: 19 20

Mohsen Mahdawi
April 15, 2022 - &

https://www.haaretz.com/.../.premium-a-perspective-from...

HAARETZ.COM
The Palestinian perspective on the terror attack | Opinion

1% BB C N dsnasli PM Vows No Limits After Three Killed By Palestinian Attacker A Apri | 8 2022
199 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post April 15 2022, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
204 a A a r AePergpedtive From The Palestinian Side A Apri | 10 2022
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-61021186
https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid02s5PJ5SwXe9Pa9aNv5nNnFWyaYn9RZtU4vKZhpzABCayMb6LugDATXyNWt7m92Drxl
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/2022-04-10/ty-article-opinion/.premium/a-perspective-from-the-palestinian-side-on-the-terror-attack/00000180-5bad-def0-a3c3-5ffdd45d0000
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2022 / 2023

Unspecified: Mahdawi engages with the Columbia University Buddhist Council, going on to become the
groupAs P#¥¥®sident .

At this time, Mahdawi had given no public indication as to why he had abandoned his four -year
commitment at Lehigh University and transferred to Columbia. Later, in a 2024 speech, Mahdawi
described seeing Lehigh as a 3smaél 3Imodetg¢e buoni Wi ochj hec o

with others and J3changing narratives.j But ev(emphasial | y, &
added by authors) :2%3
JI reached the maxi mum work that | gaThistdagoaddateof sai d t o

pond. | am a good size fish in a lake but | want to go into an ocean. A place where it's more tense, where

it's more large, where we can have a bigger impact. So | go to Columbia University for the hope of

making a differencefo r peacemaki ng. i

This is an important explanation of the move. Mahdawi does not describe transferring because

Columbia offered a better engineering programme, or because of an ordinary academic consideration.

Mahdawi describes transferring in order to find an J3Joceanj where 3we can have

201 i ons Briddaist Codncil of New York Partners With Columbia University A May 4 2023
202Columbia University Buddhist Association Instagram post  April 30 2023
203Y o u Tuleose LehdIsItAnyway A May 7 2024
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https://www.lionsroar.com/buddhist-council-of-new-york-partners-with-columbia-university-buddhist-association-to-celebrate-vesak/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CrqoFNOgER4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64dGAZWqn14
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October 7 2023

October 7: Hamas -led terrorists launch a coordinated assault on Israel, murdering approximately 1,200
people, and abducting 251 hostages. Per capita, it is one of the deadliest terrorist attacks in modern
history, and the largest massacre of Jews since the Holocaust ~ .2%4

October 7: Mahdawi cancels his planned Vermont weekend because, he later explains in The Valley
News, Pal estinian students needed him: 3I needed to stay
to find ways to gi®e them strength.j

Unspecified: Mahdawico f ounds t he Palestinian Student Union (PSU),
alongside Mahmoud Khalil. Khalil was arrested by U.S. immigration authorities in March 2025 over his
role in the Columbia protests. Speaking at a Palestine 101 event at Columbia on March 7, 2024, Khalil

said: 3We tried armed resistance, which is again |l egitinpn
[ says] it i%%207¢%The RSU is dooumented as existing by October 12, but its precise

founding date - and whether it was established before or after October 7 - remains unknown. 2% |n

Mahdawi's own case pleading he says it was created 3in t
presented as having organisational structure, with Mahdawi as co -president. 210211

October 9: Mahdawi helps pen a joint statement from Palestine solidarity groups at Columbia

University titled 3Oppression Breeds Resistance.j | ssuec
statement presents the violence within a framework of Palestinian resistance, a sserts a Palestinian

right to resist occupation, and places responsibility for the outbreak of violence and its casualties on

the Israeli government. 212 213

Finally, we remind Columbia students that the Palestinian struggle for freedom is rooted in
international law, under which occupied peoples have the right to resist the occupation of
their land. If every political avenue available to Palestinians is blocked, we should not be
surprised when resistance and violence break out. The international community is quick to
affirm Israel’s right to protect itself but does not extend this same right to Palestinians.

204 All -Party Parliamentary Group for UK -Israel, 7 October Parliamentary Commission Report , chaired by
Lord Roberts of Belgravia, March 2025

205TheVal | ey NNResmste Rsom Conflict In Upper Valley A Oct ober 22 2023

206 AP N e imsigratigh Agents Arrest Palestinian Activist A March 10 2025

207 NJAC, Amicus Brief in Khalil v. Trump , August 27 2025

208 X Platform, Documenting Jew Hatred on Columbia publ i shed f ootage of hdstedl est i n
by Columbia BDS in March 2024. It should be acknowledged that _the DJHC group did provide some

assistance in the collection of Columbia era material

209 Columbia Spectator, dHundr eds Of StAydemtcshi Getdheropy wWwp28at ed Octob
210 Mahdawi Case Pleading, April 2025

2'TheVal | ey NNResste Ftom Conflict In Upper Valley A Oct ober 22 2023

22Col umbia student sol i dar i tOppregsioroBrgeds RésistanceeN sCcattoebneern t9 J2 0 2
copy hosted on David -Collier.com

2BVal | ey NNBesmte Rtom Conflict In Upper Valley A Oct ober 22 2023
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https://www.7octparliamentarycommission.co.uk/executive-summary
https://archive.md/xbSvP#selection-195.9-195.49
https://apnews.com/article/columbia-university-mahmoud-khalil-ice-15014bcbb921f21a9f704d5acdcae7a8
https://x.com/CampusJewHate/status/1900001737014218888
https://linktr.ee/djhc
https://web.archive.org/web/20231015225527/https:/www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2023/10/12/hundreds-of-protesters-pack-campus-following-escalation-of-violence-in-israel-and-gaza/
https://www.justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/mahdawi-habeas-petition-april-14-2025.pdf
https://archive.md/xbSvP#selection-195.9-195.49
https://david-collier.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/CRANESTATEMENTOPED.pdf
https://archive.md/xbSvP#selection-195.9-195.49

Mohsen Mahdawi  September 2026 | Collier Feldman INVESTIGATIVE REPORT- V1

October 12 : Mahdawi helps to organise the Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) / Jewish Voice for
Peace (JVP) demonstration on Columbia's South Lawn. As co -president of the Palestinian Student Union,
one of the groups involved in the protest, Mahdawi takes a prom inent role on the day. Associated Press
(AP) photographs show him alongside Mahmoud Khalil wearing the distinctive green armband used to
identify protest security marshals/organisers. 214215216

AP Photo/Yuki lwamura

Contemporary footage also shows Mahdawi, identifiable by his custom -sleeve keffiyeh, glasses, white
Columbia cap and green armband, leading the student march. 21

2TheVal | ey NNResmste Ftom Conflict In Upper Valley A Oct ober 22 2023

215 X platform Documenting Jew Hatred on Campus image and footage from October 12 Columbia
protest , posted April 17 2025

216 AP photo collection: Mahmoud Khalil and Mohsen Mahdawi AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura
217 X platform Laudy Issa, footage from Columbia _posted October 13 2023
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https://archive.md/xbSvP#selection-195.9-195.49
https://x.com/CampusJewHate/status/1912965328033951800?s=20
https://x.com/CampusJewHate/status/1912965328033951800?s=20
https://infonews.ca/news/6646113/photo-collection-mahmoud-khalil-and-mohsen-mahdawi
https://x.com/laudyissa/status/1712654757725118677
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October 12: Correspondence is sent on behalf of Dar, the PSU co -led by Mahdawi and Khalil, and

Turath, the UniversityAs Arab studentsA association, to tht¢
violence of October 7 3did not occur in a vacuumj and ac
and one -sided narrative. The University responded on Octobe  r 13, saying that meetings are being

planned with student groups to address their concerns anr
be invited to t?hese meetings. j

October 18: Dar and Turath email a University  vice president with a series of demands. PSU holds an
evening vigil on Columbia's Low Steps. 2%°

October 22: The Valley News publishes an article by Jim Kenyon on Mahdawi and the Columbia

protests. Asked directly about the October 7 Hamas attack, Mahdawi does not condemn Hamas. Instead,

he responds JHamas is a pr od #®The atitle idehtites Mahdawiadco -0ccupat i c
president of ColumbiaAs Palestinian Student Uni on, one C
statement. 22

November 8: A sit-in takes place at the Columbia School of Social Work (CSSW). Messages and leaflets
are sent around in the name of Collective Students of CSE¢
national resistance.j Mahda&w#¥ was fil med at the scene.

November 9: Mahdawi, subsequently identified by the Columbia Spectator as an 3SJP speaker, i
|l eading role in the SJP/JVP 3Shut It Down for Palestineij
begins by retelling the impossible stories of his childhood before turning to the present and referring to

320 orgasitzhaiooame into a coalition.}j He warns that 3th
Jwe will get into a strike if you don't | isten to our de
leader at Birzeit University, Mahdawi had helped lead an open -ended protest in which he similarly

decl ared would continue until the students' Jdemands ar €

calls for 3death to the Jews,j Mahdawi rejects the inter

protesters. He subseq uently directs the crowd to assemble for a die  -in. The crowd follows the direction.
224 225 226

November10: Col umbi a admini stration announces that the Unive.l
suspended as official student groups for the remainder of the fall term.

218 The Sundial Report: The 2023-2024 Protests at Columbia University

219 The Sundial Report: The 2023-2024 Protests at Columbia University

20TheVal | ey NNResgte Rsom Conflict In Upper Valley A Oct ober 22 2023
2lTheVal | ey NNResgste Rsom Conflict In Upper Valley A Oct ober 22 2023
22Col umbi a S ptedertseaOrganise SitdinA November 9 2023

223 Authors have archived video of Mahdawi sitting on steps at the site of the protest

224 Columbia Spectator B Co |l umbi aAs YActAi Wiasitualrwy A 9L @dRay

225 YouTube upload Mohsen Mahdawi  z Palestinian Columbia Student Speech November 9 2023
26pal Ti meDidg@ersnongsgFatah Youth A Apri |l 26 2013
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https://senate.columbia.edu/sites/senate.columbia.edu/files/content/Reports_2024-25/The%20Sundial%20Report_3.31.2025.FINAL_.pdf
https://senate.columbia.edu/sites/senate.columbia.edu/files/content/Reports_2024-25/The%20Sundial%20Report_3.31.2025.FINAL_.pdf
https://archive.md/xbSvP#selection-195.9-195.49
https://archive.md/xbSvP#selection-195.9-195.49
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2023/11/10/school-of-social-work-students-hold-sit-in-university-threatens-academic-sanctions/
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/podcasts/2024/01/19/columbias-activist-ivy-legacy-amid-pro-palestinian-campus-resistance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxhyj9D5eGk
https://paltimeps.ps/post/38580/%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AD-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%AA
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November 14 : Columbia University Apartheid Divest (CUAD), a coalition co -founded by Mahdawi,

publicly sets out its identity, ideology and demands. Tt
2023} and describes Palestine as edtahtei ovnang uarsd sftoart eodu rmic
achieve 3a | iberated Palestinej and the end of what it c
cause within a wider revolutionary struggle against colonialism, imperialism and interconnected

systems of oppression . CUAD' s own activists would | ater describe t
|l i beration movement in Palestinej and call for their str

Palestinian resistanrrt®®? eading the way.j

This language is particularly significant in Mahdawi's case: his own earlier writings had explicitly
celebrated martyrs, and the armed J3resistancej wings of
describing their fighters as @&waifed bhesigetharmd hi msel f and ot

November 15: Mahdawi speaks at a large demonstration organised by Within Our Lifetime (WOL)

outside Columbia's gates in support of the suspended SJP and JVP chapters. 2° Footage shows Mahdawi

addressing the crowd with a microphone on multiple occasions. Mahdawi also leads the crowd in

chanting jfrom the river to the seaA whil e *%Elsewhdré ng next

during the demonstration protesters chant J3JGlobati ze t he
233 234

N

.

227 Scholars at Risk Freedom Monitoring Project  April 14 2025

22Col umbi a S pexGoagGniCampis A\, November 15 2023

2°D.M.etal.,3Pal estine |Is The Vanguard For OQOur Liberation: I n.
Columbia University , jMiddle East Critique , 2024

20 YouTube Status CoupNews YL | VE From CEASEFI RE Protest at Col umbi a
Suspends 2 Pro-Pal e st i n eNowemheulp 2023

231 Anti -Defamation League, dNer deen Ki swani and -Wiitdd foi Palestine: What Yofi et i me
Need to KnowA

232 X platform Within our Lifetime, advert for demo

233 X platform footage of Mahdawi at the protest , November 15 2023

2% Canary Mission, Mohsen Mahdawi
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https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/report/2025-04-14-columbia-university/
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/opinion/2023/11/14/columbia-university-apartheid-divest-who-we-are/
https://www.youtube.com/live/aufoQ6cKhDM?si=S7zZIhguxSPhbYRK
https://www.youtube.com/live/aufoQ6cKhDM?si=S7zZIhguxSPhbYRK
https://www.adl.org/resources/article/nerdeen-kiswani-and-within-our-lifetime-united-palestine-what-you-need-know
https://www.adl.org/resources/article/nerdeen-kiswani-and-within-our-lifetime-united-palestine-what-you-need-know
https://x.com/WOLPalestine/status/1724142788902543746/photo/1
https://x.com/NoahHurowitz/status/1724898500419506515
https://canarymission.org/individual/Mohsen_Mahdawi?
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Mahdawi was not simply somewhere in a large crowd in which a militant slogan appeared. He was at a
3JWithin Our Lifetimej demonstration, was one of the spes
directly in front of WOL's 3by any means necessary" banr

November 29 : CUAD grows to more than 80 student groups. Interviewed by the Columbia Spectator

about the coalition, Mahdawi emerges as one of its prominent spokespeople, describing its ambitions as
extending far beyond Columbia: J3We see whatAs going to F
universities and colleges around the United States, and we see that we are spearheading this

movement.j He promises that attempts to suppress the moyv
| ouder, adding: 3We will not stop until we win this, unt

November 30: Ma hdawi hel ps | ead a CUAD protest that disrupts
Lighting ceremony. Video shows him at the front of the demonstration, gesturing and directing the
crowd. 3%

235 YouTube, footage from Tree Lighting protest , uploaded December 1 2023
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tPCqcHXUvw
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Mahdawi &WQWeS \Problem

December 6 2023: Ma hd awi ap p e aBGBMinotas . ThB sdsent marks an important moment in
the evolution of his story - and the first time one of its central contradictions is exposed to a national
audience. 236

Giving Mahdawi a national platform, CBS introduces his account of his childhood friend Hameida by

placing the death in 2002. This date does not come from
the programmeAs narration. H aneledt. B ®ay have emerged fromt t he dat e i
background research conducted in preparation for the interview.

Mahdawi is then asked directly how old he was when his friend was killed.
His answer is immediate:
JI was ten.j

The two claims cannot both be correct. Mahdawi was born in 1990. If the incident occurred in 2002, he
was approximately 12, not ten.

The significance of CBS supplying the year 2002 becomes apparent when the claim is checked against
the historical record. As examined in this report, the only Intifada -related child deathin Al -Far aAa
Camp occurred on June 29 2002.

For the first time, the historical chronol ogy and Mahdayv
appeared together - and they did not fit.

60 Minutes went out with that glaring error.

2CBS News UYCol | ege 6CMimiestranscrig n Beiceonhef6 2023
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/college-campus-israel-hamas-war-tensions-60-minutes-transcript/
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Civilians MandMdCousi n\

December 9 2023: Following an Israeliraidon Al -Far aAa Camp, Mahdawi mourned si X
killed there. He told his Facebook followers that five were civilians, adding that each had reportedly

been 3targeted and shot by a sni per .HhaddElibezrately kiledafive | mpl i c at
innocent civilians. 237

Mohsen Mahdawi .
December 9, 2023 - &
Tragic incident in my refugee camp last night (12/7/23). Israeli occupation forces killed six young men,

including two of my neighbors. Five were civilians, each reportedly targeted and shot by a sniper. This
wasn‘t an accidental occurrence. We mourn their loss of lives and seek justice and dignity for their

families.

But contemporary Palestinian material tells a different story. 238

One initial problem is Mahdawi mentions only six casualties, while seven people are named in the
image. The odd man out is the one in the centre - Muadh Zahran. He was killed two days earlier on

237 Mohsen Mahdawi Facebook post December 9 2023, screenshot and archived copy held by authors
Z8 Al Ar Bdvslopmebts In The West Bank - Six Martyrs in Tubas A , December 9 2023
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https://www.facebook.com/mohsen.k.mahdawi/posts/pfbid02D89K6JJeE2hm88oVjweifE7Z1x1VmvLpqPNyaA5yG1mH15jyZ7HijDoNPh9vnGp8l
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/politics/%D8%AA%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B6%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%86
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December 6 and explicitly described by the FaraAa battal
fight?rs).j

o

)

\

PUA TR Pk AN

The other six in Mahdawi As i mage, who were killed on the
Jawabreh, Thaer Shaheen, Baraa al -Amir, Amer Bassem Sobh, Maher Jawabreh, and Qasim Daraghmeh.

HamasAs West Bank Telegram channel subsequently mourned
3martyr heroesji killed whil* confronting |Israeli forces.
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Z9F ac eb oo kTheFars't CampBattalion Mourns One Of Its Mujahideen A December 6 2023
240 Telegram Hamas West bank on  Telegram, [ hamaswestbankl ] Quds Press Agency December 8 2023
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https://www.facebook.com/tubasakh99/posts/pfbid02ozqNTZ6vi384NG2iTsAjyCSKJYsrJHhbjnaEomwPtEZK64Gp4yGtbap4touVdJ8fl
https://t.me/hamaswestbank1
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This does not mean that all six were Hamas members. Armed groups in West Bank refugee camps

frequently operate across factional lines, and HamasAs s
collectively as members of the Palestinian resistance rather than identi fy each manAs organi sa
affiliation. 2%

As an example of this cross -factional situation, Palestinian Islamic Jihad also posted a graphic of the six

fighters, listing them explicitly as members of the Al -F ar Battalion: >The -Ba&Ala'a Battalionij
recently emerged inthe Al -Far aAa Camp, part of a growing trend towaroc
factional resistance groups seen in places such as Jenin and Nablus since 2021. 24

TR

o 3 ) slgall 4S5

o) s - i)

One of the six in the image is Imad Jawabreh

241 |DF report briefing, citation of Hamas West Bank _, January 19-25 2025

242 X SDraghma account |slamic Jihad memorial post  December 9 2023
2483 WA F AFou# Martyrs Shot By Occupation A December 18 2023
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https://idsf.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Israel-Security-Briefing-68-EN.pdf
https://x.com/SDrahgma/status/1733555676906143829/photo/1
https://www.wafa.ps/pages/details/86601
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Hamas depicted Jawabreh holding an assault rifle in its image. A photograph posted in July 2022 by a
Facebook account bearing Jawabreh's name shows what appears to be the source image used in the
Hamas graphic: the same clothing and pose, with Jawabreh hol ding the rifle. 2%

Thaer ShaheenAs grave is prominently marked with the Fat
Fatah rather than Hamas. 24

Baraa al -Amir, is referenced by Al Jazeera as one of the leaders of the resistancein Al  -Far a/Aa Camp
while Amer Bassem Sobh is recorded has having been killed alongside al -Amir while fighting. ~ 246 247 248

On December 7, another in the list, Maher Jawabrah, posted a video of himself brandishing some type
of weapon, and promising he would follow in the footsteps of Muadh Zahran, the Al -Fara/lANa terrori si
killed on December 6. 249

244 Facebook Imad Jawabreh _image July 18 2022, screenshot and archived copy held by authors

245 Facebook, Haneen Shaeheen, Thaer As br ot her , iMay1aZ2024esareenshatdand p o st

archived copy held by authors

26A1 JazM-EampNaPg A Resistance Movement Tha\t Dexze mbreoulil9e @0
22"Tel egr am Na bOniTke DNahvD$ Baraddal -Amir A December 8 2023

2An Nahar ( LSxWPalestmian)KileddA December 8 2023

249 Facebook, Maher Jawabrah video , apparently uploaded December 7 2023, screenshot and archived

copy held by authors
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1613407639043970&set=ecnf.100011242483534
https://www.facebook.com/balck.eyes.528/videos/2642889785871461
https://www.ajnet.me/amp/politics/2023/12/19/%D9%8A%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%AB%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D9%91%D9%82%D8%AA
https://t.me/nabuls_news/141721
https://www.annahar.com/arabic/section/80-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A/294541/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84-5-%D9%81%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B6%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.facebook.com/ahmad.said.tayeh/videos/334674559280050

December 19: Ma hd a wi
sniper

post s
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Mohsen Mahdawi

a
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story
t hem:

September 2026 | Collier Feldman

about

his cousi

‘ o mohsen.of.palestine & Follow e+

o mohsen.of palestine & 138w

Yesterday, my cousins, Mohammad and
Hekmat were assassinated on the hands
of Israeli occupation in my refugee camp.
While my family is mourning the loss of
two sons and brothers (age 24 & 17), | feel
numb and stunned as | recall their
memories; their laughters when they were
little children playing and chasing each
other. An Israeli sniper unjustly shot the
two brothers in the head leaving images
of blood and pain in the memory of their
mother, father, siblings, friends, and entire
family.

Along with Mohammad and Hekmat, two
more children were shot dead in the head
by the same sniper within the same hour.
All of those children and their families
have paired the suffering of refuge since
the creation of Israel that stole their lands
and homes and murdered their people—
75 years later Israel is practicing its
apartheid and oppression against the 3rd
aeneration of Palestinian refuaees.

VA7 W

December 19, 2023

In reality both his cousins, Hekmat Samir Mohammad Melhem and Mohammad Samir Mohammad
Melhem were armed and shooting at Israelis when they were Killed.

report

not

es thi

S

explicitly:

two participating in a fire exchange with soldiers who had entered the camp and arrested

The BATsel em
Pal esti%dians. j
These two were

250 Mohsen Mahdawi

®2g5anad

not ed

as

part

Instagram post December 19 2023
251 B A T s eHatalities Database
Ne ws 4AMarera $hyt By THe Occupation In Al

of

t he

-FaraNaANCBepember

253 PCHR statement Condemns Killings December 19 2023
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https://archive.ph/LRxnL
https://statistics.btselem.org/en/all-fatalities/by-date-of-incident/pal-by-israel-sec/west-bank?dateSensor=%221702695600000%2C1703289599000%22&section=overall&tab=overview
https://snd.ps/post/114810/4-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%B5-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%AE%D9%8A%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8-%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B3?
https://pchrgaza.org/ar/%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%82/
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Family members proudly posted images of them both with weapons: 254

Mohammad Melhem
December 18, 2023 - Q
" G535 gy e 2631 U Ulsal alll dusis b 165 il Gaass U
axdo yiaw daxs / W&l asdl il slgaisiwl
axlo paw Cias>/ Gl asdl oils
Osigsral pS5hs (e Uls o3 ilall gl zead pusll o)
) ) asszly @l Uls bl U] L) apelo Y] Jois ¥
JSsll asig dil amg dlily Ul 0g5 Vg Jo> U )by lelll Gugoyall Sliz (o6 oSy linazg pule (v dl pglias
ptbsll el dily Ul ogs g Jg=> U lisgls (e oyl Lo aglll

See translation

In his post about his cousins, Mahdawi references two children who were shot dead. One of them was
an Islamic Jihad terrorist ~ Yazan Mu'in al -Khatib . Arabic sources describe him as throwing explosives at
the Israeli forces, which is when he was killed. 255256 257

JWith a backpack packeytarwld Yahan @ xKpatibonoved tereugh thk @lleys
of Al-Fara'a refugee camp. i

A 17-year -old in Palestinian society is often treated as an adult, and terrorist groups recruit them to
fight as such. BATselem explicitl®% records his | sl

Not hing was found on the fourth victimAs actions that

were uploaded by his family. 2

25 Mohammad Melhem Facebook post December 18 2023, screenshot and archived copy held by
authors

255 Al Mezan Centre report on incident  December 19 2023

256 Al Haq statemen t December 19 2023

257 Facebook Meen Khateeb profile , screenshot and archived copy held by authors
8B A T s eHatalities Database

259 Facebook Rashid Aide profile
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https://www.facebook.com/mohammad.melhem.372/posts/pfbid0MFwW7HB1Ks1zfsjywFjcmcJYZ4voFDEydU78ck7oaWWFZa2F9WhSWg7PqoiTJLMPl
https://mezan.org/post/print/46337
https://www.alhaq.org/ar/advocacy/22399.html
https://www.facebook.com/mueen.khateeb
https://statistics.btselem.org/en/all-fatalities/by-date-of-incident/pal-by-israel-sec/west-bank?dateSensor=%221702695600000%2C1703289599000%22&section=overall&tab=overview
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100075312305421
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Towards the Encampments

2024

January19: Mahdawi speaks at a 3Divestment Nowj rally organi
Divest (CUAD) and two other student groups. Protesters oc
revolution,j and openly cel ebrat e Fldonthdriertotheseaac ks on shi g
Pal estine wild. be freej is sung in English, protesters a
the water, Pal esti ne CdumbBia Spdrtatpr : Miaetadhdanistration ket oh s calming

down and getting busy and forgetting about | t?%% we come
It was at this January 19 event that Mahdawi walked over to a group of counter -demonstrators who

were chanting for the return of Kfir and Ariel Bibas, kidnapped at ages 9 months and 4 years old
respectively, and displaying images of the Israeli hostages. 252 263 Mahdawi raised his megaphone and
activated its siren, using the noise to drown out their chants. 264

January 24: Mahdawi speaks at a campus protest associated with CUAD, where chants included
3Globalize the I ntifadaj #Dibcuskihgthregts againsteprotesters, Mahdawi f a d a . j

260 X Platform Shai Davidai X post January 19 2024

%1Col umbi a Spre-katestiniam Grougs Hold Divestment NowRally A January 19 2024
262 X Platform Rachel Feldman 180 days In Captivity We Will Not Forget The Bibas Family April 3 2024

263B B C N dsnasl Says Forensics Show Bibas Children Killed By Captors A February 21 2025
264 X platform, Columbia Jewish alumni,  footage from January 19 event , posted April 18 2025

265 X platform Shai Davidai X post January 24 2024
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https://x.com/ShaiDavidai/status/1748449958695436498
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2024/01/19/pro-palestinian-student-groups-hold-divestment-now-rally-on-low-steps-call-for-tuition-strike/
https://x.com/RaychFeldman/status/1775559798081179868
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjry3jzedl1o
https://x.com/CU_JewishAlumni/status/1913306132732629093
https://x.com/ShaiDavidai/status/1750264499540537526?s=20
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shouts through a megaphoNE@THING - morethdnerable thanslying fortalmable g
cause, for freedom, for ®umanity, and for justicel!}j

February 15: Mahdawi applies for naturalization as a U.S. citizen on or about this date. 267

February and March: ~ Through February, the CUAD coalition Mahdawi helped establish continues to
organise protests and disruptions across campus. Its rhetoric had become increasingly militant, as
footage from the demonstrations make cl| eawrittenAt one Febr u

prominently in the snow, demonstrators sang: %Ny donAt v
this point, the character of the movement combined maximalist territorial demands with calls for an

intifada as the 3only solution,j support for Houthi atta
willingness to disrupt university life and, in Mahdawi As own words, the belief that

more honorable than dying for a noble cause.j

March24: CUAD promotes J3Resi st an c evefmt@edtyripg Khated Raralkatignh or i s e d
activist alleged to be associated with the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), a U.S. -

266 X platform Shai Davidai X post January 24 2024

267 Mahdawi v Trump, _No. 25-1113, Joint Special Appendix, Vol. I, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, filed July 14 2025

%8Col umbi a S ptedertssDyecSnow ReHA February 14 2024
269 X platform Gill Zussman, Footage Of chants from February 14 event  February 14 2024
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https://x.com/ShaiDavidai/status/1750264496533156057
https://assets.aclu.org/live/uploads/2025/04/106.-Appendix-Vol-II.pdf
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2024/02/14/protesters-dye-snow-red-on-south-lawn-during-all-eyes-on-rafah-rally/
https://x.com/gil_zussman/status/1757564319154217145
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designated terrorist organisation. At the event, Barakat refers to members of Hamas, Palestinian

|l sl amic Jihad and the PFLP &%hjis J3friends and

March 30: Mahdawi purchases the Mohsen -Mahdawi.com domain name. 272

April:  Mahdawi would later claim that after March 2024 he stepped away from CUAD to pursue
alternati-budndpeateategies and relationships
comes from a sworn declaration submitted after his April 2025 arrest and should be treated as a
retrospective account rather than evidence in itself of an ideological break 213 214

April 22 -26: Mahdawi is photographed inside and around the Columbia University encampment.

i

7] L

AN A

April 30: As the Columbia encampment protests dominate international headlines, Al Jazeera turns to

Mahdawi for comment, identifying him as co -president of the Palestinian Student Union.

270 Columbia Spectator Resistance 101 event with PFLP speaker , March 29 2024
211 U.S. Department of the Treasure, Fundraiser for PELP__ October 15 2024
22GoDaddy wh oi s A hi sfordomgin mamea r ¢ h

wi t h

275

213 Mohsen Mahdawi, Declaration,  Appendix Vol. Il , Mahdawi v. Trump , No. 25-1113 (2d Cir. 2025).

24 A1 J a ZleeeNiglat Cdtimbia Turned On Pro _ -Palestinian Students A publ i shed

275 Images taken April 22 and 26. Mohsen Mahdawi inside the Columbia encampment, 2024.
Photographs supplied by anonymous sources. © Copyright holder. Used with permission. Contact
authors for details.
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https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2024/03/28/university-launches-investigation-bans-speakers-from-campus-following-unsanctioned-resistance-101-event/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/
https://uk.godaddy.com/whois/results.aspx?itc=dlp_domain_whois&domain=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mohsen-mahdawi.com%2F
https://assets.aclu.org/live/uploads/2025/04/106.-Appendix-Vol-II.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ssrePIbxKI
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Columbia sMJewi shMStudeni

2023 - 2025: The impact of this escalating campus environment on Jewish and Israeli students was
considerabl e. By April 2024, protesters were chanting foc
name of Jjustice,j while an encampnsitygtountsa?® been establ i s

Antisemitic intimidation became serious enough that Rabbi Elie Buechler, who led the Orthodox

Union's Jewish Learning Initiative at Columbia and Barnard, advised Jewish students to leave campus

Jas soon as possible,j war ni ngtynohthetNewYork Potice Departmenp us Publ i
could guarantee their safety. He advised them to remain
i mprovéd. j

Videos emerged of protesters inside the encampment forming a human chain to prevent Jewish

students they identified as 3 Z#AmepostbysColunibia'®TaskFgcasnsi ng t hi
Antisemitism 3 Col umbi a University Student Experiences of Antis
Promoting Shared Va lpublsiked Aaugudt 30 2022 recosdédalenjsh students fleeing

campus amid verbal harassment, exclusion and fear for their safety: 279

One Jewish student with a mezuzah on her dorm room door reported people banging on her door at all

hours of the night and demanding that she explain |Israel
dor m. Ot hers reported 3neck]I aecksandliriag pmmed againstwealldwhiler om t hei r
returning to their dormitories or travelling to synagogu

followed, stalked and subjected to threatening abuse. 28

Some Jewish students were so concerned about their safety they set up a WhatsApp group, through

which frightened students could ask others to escort them across the campus. 281 As part of a class action

settlement brought against the university for its failure to protect Jewish students, the University

agreed to hire a 3Safe Passage Liaisonj and®maintain a 2

Jewish students reported being ostracised, removed from student groups, losing friends and being left
sitting alone at lunchtime. 28

276 X Platform Open Source Intel, X post April 21 2024

2"The Was hi n gBidemDerunses Antisemitism in College Campuses A Apri | 22 2024
278 X Platform Luke Tress, X post April 22 2024

279 Columbia University Task Force on Antisemitism, Report 2 August 30 2024

280 jbid

21T he My c e dewveom famus at Columbia A May 28 2024

22Col umbi a S@oumhiaaReazhes Sgttlement in Class Action Suit Alleging Hostile Environment
for Jewish Students A June 7 2024

283 Columbia University Task Force on Antisemitism, Report 2 August 30 2024
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In October 2023 the founder of LionLez, an 3L GBTQ+ student c¢clubj on campus cI
3Zionists ar & Javwsh stidents descabid being denied membership or forced to quit

student groups that were supposedtobenon -pol i ti cal . Others said there was a
political positions on Palestine before being able to participate in organisation s. These exclusions

spread. A Barnard student from a Sikh student group claims she was ousted from her role as co -

president because she tried to maintain a neutral position, in an attempt to stop her group from joining

CUAD 28

On January 23 2024 , the Law School Student Senate voted against the official recognition of a proposed
student group called Law Students Against Antisemitism. Of the nine student groups and clubs that

requested approval that year, Law Students Against Antisemitism was the o nly one that was denied. 286
The Columbia report explicitly says that although many p
t hat point, things got worse.j

Jewish students who turned up to counter  -protest faced violence, with reports of Israeli flags being

seized and burnt, objects being thrown at them, and students being chased and physically assaulted in

the encampment, only to be met by a Within Our Lifeti me protest outside the single available exit. 27 In

one incident, a demonstr atQarsstaen' d amexitgrn aregadisng WwAIt h a
towards a group of Jewish students: 288

24Col umbi a S hiendézé@tesident Under Fire A Oct ober 27 2023

285 Columbia University, University Senate Plenary  September 2024

286 jbid
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288 Image taken outside Columbia University. Photographs supplied by anonymous sources. © Copyright
holder. Used with permission. Contact authors for details.
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The high -profile situation on the campus turned it into a target for external disinformation campaigns.
Trucks drove by with clear antisemitic and antizionist tropes, comparing then -President Joe Biden to
Adol f Hitler, and sayingtedbDaiPgl Remit*iwaen: Ol gamaelj S

=t fl
| @ ~m'n\mi Wt

_ . tAeE YOU
 Palesfinian organs— ;‘ N “\‘{ﬂ\\ﬁﬁ!lhﬁlhi

GVO’CEFORHUMANHYPRQJECT

Among the many other examples of a hostile campus environment documented in the Columbia report,

visibly observant Jewish students reported being 3spat o
brother had been Jdchased off ceaconmtersd ajdemomstdatoradisplayirgmaa el i st L
Hamas flag on their phone, who told her: Jwe @il foll ow

The abuse did not just come from students. One female student who served in the IDF attended a class

about the conflict, saying that the | DF was presented as
at the student in front of the rest of the class an  d said she should be considered one of the murderers. 2%
Bruce Robbins, a professor of English at Col umbia, is a

Staff for Justice in Palestine. He brought one of his classes to the encampment as part of the course.
Two of his students, who he believes were former mem bers of the Israeli military, did not show up for
that lesson. 2%

One student reported attending Columbia health services and overhearing two healthcare
professionals discussing her, with one saying that they would not treat her because she was Israeli. She
remained waiting until another member of staff attended to her. 204

Much has been made of Mahdawi As efforts to talk to Jews
seeking connection and resolution. 2% Yet there is surprisingly little public evidence showing what his
encounters with ideological opponents  actually consisted of.

289 Images taken outside Columbia University. Photographs supplied by anonymous sources. ©
Copyright holder. Used with permission. Contact authors for details.

2% A D LBlotd Libel on Wheels A

291 Columbia University Task Force on Antisemitism, Report 2 August 30 2024

22Ti mes o fJewish Btadents sitdled Out A December 10 2025

28New Yor k Tdkingmeuss Figm Students, U.C.L.A. Faculty Members Join the Protests A May 2 2024
2% Columbia University Task Force on Antisemitism, Report _ August 30 2024
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78


https://www.adl.org/resources/article/blood-libel-wheels-anti-israel-activists-using-digital-billboard-trucks-share
https://president.columbia.edu/sites/president.columbia.edu/files/content/Announcements/Report-2-Task-Force-on-Antisemitism.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-students-singled-out-scapegoated-columbia-releases-last-antisemitism-report/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/02/us/columbia-protests-professors-support.html
https://president.columbia.edu/sites/president.columbia.edu/files/content/Announcements/Report-2-Task-Force-on-Antisemitism.pdf
https://archive.ph/aMAs9

Mohsen Mahdawi  September 2026 | Collier Feldman INVESTIGATIVE REPORT- V1

Mahdawi participated in Columbia's weekly Peacemaking and Negotiation course in spring 2024 under
Professor Jean Krasno. There is footage of Mahdarwefi speak
the Zionist student group Aryeh, in a 2024 Channel 4 documentary. 29 The exchange took place inside a

controlled classroom environment.

In a short clip Mahdawi can be seen saying the impact of the two Intifadas must be characterised by
comparative death tolls, dismissing BakerAs point about
in 2023 and 2024. This point of definition is never reconciled in the documentary; when Baker suggests

that the number <c¢comparuinseonnt ,wasMalhndoatwia nacacrugses him of bet

which point Krasno stepg7?n to Jresume control . j
According to the Columbia Spectator, t he end product of KrasnoAs course i
alongside fellow student Aharon Dardik, an Israeli -American Jewish activist. 2%°
JFor their final projects, Dardi k and Mahdawi i ndividu
Pal estine, AN t henpacgoea udjhooirnetd saol6ust i onA i ncorporating th
presented their peace plan to other college students and professors at a week -long retreat in

California with Krasno, and later at the Yale Club in Manhattan before United Nations
ambassadors, representatives from Human Rights Watch, the International Crisis Group, and
Columbia faculty.j

Dardik was not, however, representative of the Zionist students with whom Mahdawi was publicly

credited as trying to engage. Dardik was a founder and lead organiser of CU Jews for Ceasefire, a group

that participated in the April 2024 encampment and other JprPoal estinianj protests. Da
refused service in the | DF, described his organisation &
and Palestinians,j prioritising a ceasefiP®in Gaza and

The 60+-page proposal features prominently in later accounts as evidence of Mahdawi's ability to work

across the Israeli -Palestinian divide. Mahdawi himself has invoked the plan in precisely these terms,
emphasising that he devel @apleids ., tPavli ¢ ©it i3 f4d% lcertaimysnd | & ws j
demonstrates collaboration between a Palestinian activist and an Israel -American Jewish student, but

the documented collaboration was with a Jewish activist whose politics already overlapped

substantiall y-Pal ebtt heée aa pimwhiohvMahdawhad been active. 3% It was

2% Columbia Spectator B E| i sha Baker: On Bi gMarch$92024 The Cl assr oomA
®’ChanneMha4 ®Wre The Roots Of The CampuAprilZIR@4 est A: Unrepo
2New StatkessmiadetdCol umbi aMs Apampu sl 3Wa2r0s2 4

29Col umbi a S@oarc-Matialed-or &efusing To _Serve In The Israeli Military A June 13 2026
300 Moment Magazine B Fr om Yeshi sMartiat & KAwogugst 26 2024

301 Columbia Law Review June 2025

S2New Yor k HE WantedPeate in the Middle East  April 16 2025

38Bost on &dhsebMahddwi Seeks Solace A May 9 2025

304pBS N eMmisdawi $hys Release Shows Democracy Is Functioning A May 9 2025
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therefore evidence of cooperation, but less compelling evidence of Mahdawi's willingness or ability to
bridge ideological divides.

News coverage presenting Mahdawi as someone seeking to bridge divides through his participation in
Krasno's course appeared in mid -April. 3% Within days, the encampment had been established. CU Jews
for Ceasefire participated in it, while photographs obtained for this report place Mahdawi inside. This

was precisely the point at which, according to Columbia's Task Force on Antisemitism, conditi ons for
Jewish and I sraeli stude®ts deteriorated further.j
Foll owing his 2025 arrest, Mahdawi As 2024 activity was i

builder, yet the public evidentiary record does not support this.

Mahdawi continued to characterise the Columbia protest movement in benign terms, as he said to CNN
in May 2025: 3The protest mainly was peaceful .} This <che

volume of harassment, intimidation and violence docu mented by Columbia's own investigations. 307 308
309

SNew StatkessmiadetdCol umbi aMs Apampu sl 3Wa2r0s2 4

306 Columbia University Senate, _The Sundial Report : The 202372024 Protests at Columbia University
Resolution Addressing Current Events, March 31 2025, pp. 290791

307 CNN Laura Coates Live transcript with Mahdawi interview May 9 2025
38pBS N eMmisdawi $hys Release Shows Democracy Is Functioning A May 9 2025
309 Columbia University Task Force on Antisemitism, Report 2 August 2024
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The Impossible Timeline Exposed

May 72024: Davi d Bi sno uploads a Mohsen Mahdawi l ecture from
series. The event was Week 5 of the course and appears to have taken place on March 11, 2024. This
talk provides the first evidence of the disruption the CBS 60 Minutes ex posure had caused to

established backstory. 3%

In an autobiographical speech, Mahdawi again recounts the story that had become central to his

public account of his childhood: witnessing his best friend being shot dead by an Israeli soldier

during the Second Intifada. Heajdestiybi ¢hathbdef hi ensel &s
and the boy 14, and makes an acknowledgement: 31 mixed
correction follows the chronological problem exposed by the CBS 60 Minutes interview.

The acknowledgement creates a serious problem with what follows. Mahdawi continues directly into

the familiar story of sitting beside his friendAs grave
delivered the formative lesson that education and hope wer e the way forward. Yet on M
corrected chronology, this is impossible: Thaer died in 2001, before Mahdawi could have been 12. For

perhaps the clearest time, the two incompatible el ement s

one another i n the same speech.

The Light of Hope,

The Cemetery, a life lesson

Context: The significance becomes clearer when we return to the earliest detailed version of the

story we have located. In December 2018, Mahdawi told The Brown and White that he was ten when

Hameida Mubarak was killed. 3! In that version, Mahdawi and Mubarak attempt to throw stones at

an |Israeli tank. Mubarak is shot, Ma hdawi is rushed int
hourj he emerges to find MubarakAs body |ying on the gr

Foll owing MubarakAs burial, Mahdawi says he became consu
repeatedly visited the cemetery, sitting beside the graves of Mubarak and his younger brother. It was

during one of these visits that Thaer supposedly approached him, sa t beside him and delivered the

lesson that would transform his outlook.

S0YouTube David Bi sno c¢han nPaléstinmubxpeiieach e\s t Md hkd aviair cth 12 202

311 The Brown and White 3 A St udent As Journey From The Dé&bemberS5BankTo Tt
2018
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At age ten, the sequence at least appears possible: Thaer was still alive. But Mahdawi was not ten when
the only known child matching this story died. Once Mahdawi corrected his age to 12, he solved one

chronological problem and created another. Thaer coul d no longer have been there.

This matters because the encounter is not some incidente
his friend, the desire for revenge that followed and The
origin story through which Mahdawi has repeatedly expl ained his subsequent commitment to

education, dialogue and non -violence. The 2018 article itself places the graveside encounter

i mmedi ately before a section entitled 3A change in persg

Mahdawi committed himself to wor  king hard at school.
The problems extend far beyond dates.

Earlier in this report we reconstructed the only known i
story. The evidence included contemporary records and testimony from the man who headed Al -Far aAa
CampAs coordinating committee ateernshoatalliHabadnoMied s thned had
scene, nor had the incident taken place in a residential part of the camp, but near the entrance, where

confrontations with two Israeli jeeps were taking place.

There is another problem.

Mahdawi As own description of his proximity to his friendca
(emphasis added by authors).

In the December 2018 account, Mahdawi and Mubarak are together shortly before the shooting. The

article says Mubarak is shot when soldiers encounter the boys in an alley, but Mahdawi is then rushed

intoa house andemerges 3 after roughlyta hiahd KMobajakAs bodV¥? |l ying
The story becomes clearer In December 2020 when Mahdawi is interviewed by The Valley News,

Mahdawi was not a witness to the actual shooting - although he heard it: 313

JThe two boys picked up stones to throw at the approac

enough, an | sraeld@ sol di er ¢ am#e&he boystracedfoff iradifferent | ey, A Mahd
directions. Ul hear shooting over my headMadd alwhmsrau rdn i
A half hour later, with the tanks and soldiers having moved on, he returned to the street,

where a crowd had gathered. Yl went At dMafhidradvi Hesmaii dla, YbAu
|l sraeli soldier had shot him in the chest. Aj

In this account Mahdawi does not witness his friend being shot. He runs in a different direction, hears
gunfire and returns approximately half an hour later.

312 The Brown and White 3 A St udent As Journey From The Dé&emberS5BankTo Tt
2018

33T he Val | eUppeNailegMan Shaped By His Experiences A December 27 2020
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The story changes again. Mahdawi moves progressively closer to the killing. In December 2023,

during the CBS 60 Minutes interview, he states he explicitly witnessed the shooting. 814 |n 2025, he

describes his best friendasbeing 3shot and kil l ed i n® By2026,tMahddwiisny eyes . j
describing himselfas 31 i t erally hol ding [ his] bewhilebéingi snat warfateead he
with the33l ood. j

The account of Hameida MubarakAs death in which Mahdawi
roughly half an hour later eventually becomes one in which he is holding his friend after the shooting
and covered in his blood.

At the same time, the chronology of the second half of the story has collapsed. The 2018 version places

Ma hdawi at ten, allowing Thaer to appear subsequently at
acknowledgesthathehad 3 mi x ed wup t &ndcodests Rssage to 12 - but retains the graveside

encounter with Thaer. On that corrected chronology, his uncle had already been dead for years.

The simple fact remains: only one child is known to have died in Al -F a r & during the entire

Second Intifada. The documented circumstances of that de
Mahdawi corrects his own age, the subsequent encounter with Thaer becomes chronologically

impossible.

SCBS News UYCol | ege 6CMmiesutranscrig n Beicemnhef6 2023
3De mo ¢ r ac yTheydant ToilenceMe A May 16 2025
316 Tara Brach, A Conversation With Tara Brach and Mohsen Mahdawi March 19 2026
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More Family, More Protests

June 16 2024: Mahdawi As soci al medi a footprint | ssoudceresearcbul t t o
indicates that he operated numerous accounts, some under his own name and others anonymously. A

government profile compiled on Mahdawi lists sixteen separate social media accounts, although the

identifying details are redacted. 37 Other relevant accounts have disappeared altogether: Meta, for

example, subsequently removed CUADAs I nstagraf account f

Nevertheless, fragments of that record survive. On June 16, a Columbia activist account published

material from the Palestinian Student Union, the organisation Mahdawi co -founded and in which he

held a leadership position. Beneath a photograph of demonstra tors carrying a huge banner reading

3JBY ANY MEANS NECHS SARIYegt i nian Student Union decl ared t
and would J3continue to fightj for stud®nts advocating JF

-z cujafra and 3 others
<2~ Columbia University

|$ cujafra 174w
Despite repeated reports, Columbia has
failed to address the ongoing attacks,
harassment, and threats faced by
Palestinian, Arab, and Muslim students,
as well as their allies.

We demand Columbia protect all
students, hold perpetrators

we remain Steadfast in our accountable, and dismantle structures

enabling harassment and violence
commitment to justice. We will against?(hoseadvocating for Palestinian
human rights.
continue to fight against We remain comitted to justie and

will continue to fight for the safety and

and dignity of all students advocating for
Palestinian liberation.

oppression and repression
for the safety and dignit
students advocatin
Palestinian liberation.

* theesingingearth 113w
And yet the same kids who were in

Qusk Qo 2 N

June 16, 2024

& Add a comment... @

v

DAR JAFRA - THE PALESTINIAN STUDENT UNION AT COL

August 6: Mahdawi references Walid Abual -Kamal on I nstagram as one of the ¢
31 srael i 3% al-Kdmal waséilleg during an Israeli operation at Kafr Qud, west of Jenin. Israeli
forces surrounded a house containing Walid and several other men; al -Kamal and Khader Abu Qatna

317 |CE, Mohsen Khader Mahdawi Subject Profile , Exhibit 235 , filed in Oztiirk v. Hyde , Doc. 315-15
(January 22 2026), p. 27

S8Col umbi a S pMeteBamstCOAD,Instegram Accounts A Apri |l 8 2025
319 Instagram, CUJAFRA, By Any Means necessary , June 16 2024
820 Mohsen Mahdawi Instagram post October 3 2024
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were killed, while three others were wounded and arrested. Among those wounded was al -Kamal As
brother, Jihad Abu al -Kamal, the Fatah secretary in Jenin refugee camp.

Walid Abu al -Kamal belonged to a family already prominent in Mahdawi's story: he was the brother of
Thaer and Amin Abu al -Kamal, both killed during the Second Intifada. 32! al-Kamal himself had
previously been arrested by Israeli forces in 2019. Contemporary commemorative material from Jenin

depicts him armed, in tactical equipment and carrying a
rifles.j

August 8: Two days after Walid Abual -Kamal As death Mahdawi takes a flight
Airport in New York to Athens, Greece. Mahdawi returned on August 22 from Oslo, Norway to LAX

International Airport in Los Angeles. There is no indication of where Mahd awi went from Athens, but

the location does suggest a trip to some destination in the Middle East. 822

Unspecified August:  In a now -deleted Instagram post Mahdawi described a cousin, Maysara

Masharqa, as a 3fierce resistance fighkiled gafindr 3Jdr elaameh
with a traitor Zionist force . §233

321 This report page 11

322 |CE, Mohsen Khader Mahdawi Subject Profile , Exhibit 235 , filed in Oztiirk v. Hyde , Doc. 315-15
(January 22 2026), p. 27.

22 The FreePressdWh o | s The Real MWahe2@24 Mahdawi A
324 X post, Columbia Jewish & Israeli Students , September 4 2024 (part 1 of 4)
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11:59 ol 56+ (% 11:58 ul 56+ %)
MOHSEN.PALESTINE < MOMSEN.PALESTINE
< Posts Posts
LINGU Uy Yusay.s1ain anu U iers
2 . mohsen.palestine "The eye is to tear and the heart is
@ mohsen.palestin to tear, and | am for your parting, O' the relief for the

sad"

This morning, | received the news of the martyrdom of
my cousin, my derby companion, my brother and my
love, Masra Suleiman Masharqa, after a clash with a
traitor Zionist force, who tried to assassinate him along
with his companions, the resistance team, Wussam
Khazem and Arafat Al-Amer, but it didn't work until the
planes entered and bombarded them.

Mesra, and since his nails were soft, he was fierce
stubborn, a fierce lover, a companion for adventures
and a dreamer of liberation, we were raised together on
the idea of resistance, and our heroes were the stories
of my uncles and his uncles who were fighters, and our
role model is my uncle Thaer Mahdawi, who was
martyred in 2001 when Mesra was ten years old and he
was my age. Eleven years ago, when we said goodbye
to my uncle Thaer, a martyr and promised to liberate,
as we were raised in a purely patriotic house, which
provided prisoners, martyrs and the wounded, as
Commander Abu Jandel promised us in the cubs
camps (Hatin camp) on struggle and liberation in all its
forms.

g aSIL o gl quliay

|

Here is Mesra who offers his soul as a sacrifice for the
homeland and for the blood of the martyrs a gift for the
victory of Gaza and in defense of the dignity of his
homeland and his people against the vicious Israeli
occupation in the West Bank, Mesra is called a martyr
after a long struggle where a child was arrested when

or fi

I I ed
of g

weapons a

ee the

. he was seventeen and then spent seven years In the
b f th i f the | li ion, wh
OQ'v A hisfather died during that period and he did not bid
farewell, an easy liberation five years ago in 2019, and
Liked by qusay.shahin and others the injustice of the hateful occupation did not break its
mohsen.palestine "The eye is to tear and the heart is insistence or determination to be liberated, we saw him
to tear, and | am for your parting, O' the relief for the as a leader of a fierce resistance fighter in the
All three men were part of terrorist organisations (Hamas and the Al -Agsa Martyrs /Brigades) with both
Khazem and Mahdawi As cousin being described as seni
JThe | srael Defense Forces (I DF) said Friday it ki
Hamas | eader in the city of Jenin, in an exchange
in the area. AN The military sai dnthetvehicled f ound
JTwo others were also killed as they tried to fl

naming them as Maysara Masharga and Arafat Amer. The IDF said both men belonged to Hamas
and Yoperated under the command of Khazem and
communities. A | n aQassaneBrigades, the armed wirgy of Almas, acknowledged

took par

t he t hr sdeathsand donfirmed Khazem was one of its leaders in Jenin. The Al -Agsa
Martyrs ABr i gade s, a network of Palestinian armed groups, S
prominent field comma¥der[sic]A in Jenin.;j
Israeli court records show that Masharga also confessed in 2012 to throwing improvised explosive
devices and Mol otov cocktails at | DF soldiers 3on a | arg
di stance,j making pipe bombs, and conspiring to shoot ar
priso n.326 327
325 C N Nisragli Military Says It Killed Hamas Commander And Two Other Fighters A August 30 2024
26 The FreePressd__Who | s The Real Magék202n Mahdawi A
827 Military prosecution, Misra Suleiman Abd al -Rahman Masharga, Appeal No. 2114/12 (Israeli court)

available at Takdin
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https://edition.cnn.com/2024/08/30/middleeast/israel-west-bank-hamas-jenin-killed-intl/index.html
https://www.thefp.com/p/who-is-the-real-mohsen-mahdawi
https://lite.takdin.co.il/document/4350509/

Mohsen Mahdawi  September 2026 | Collier Feldman INVESTIGATIVE REPORT- V1

September22: | n the government's March 2025 action memorandum

deportability, U.S. State Department official John Armstrong reported open -source material identifying

Mahdawi as participating in 3fall 2024 pminghedadttakgnaat Col u
Jstep back,}j his soci al media contains posts of him at C
Jkeep all eyes on Columbia,j along with messages such as

battleground is Columbia University [/ 381329

October 3: Mahdawi posts a family tribute on Instagram. 330

Al ongside their photographs, Mahdawi honoured the men by
abandon their rights or those of 3the martyrs of the pat
together towards | iberation.}j Hre} nhaared dchem s hiay dama
Mohammad, Ameen, Thayer, and Wal eed. j

Despite Mahdawi portraying them as innocent victims of Israeli aggression in his post, we found that
each had been involved in violent resistance - most actively fighting Israeli soldiers when killed.

These are the names of the seven:

Maysarah Suliman Abd a -Rahman Mashargah: Killed August 30 2024. Senior Al-Agsa Martyr s A
Brigade s operative. This report covered his death on page  85.

Hekmat Samir Muhammad Milhem: Killed December 18 2023 during exchange of fire with

Israeli soldiers. This report covered his death on page 7 1.

Mohammad Samir Muhammad Milhem: Killed December 18 2023 during exchange of fire with
Israeli soldiers. This report covered his death on page 7 1.

Waleed Abu al -Kamal: Killed August 6 2024. Senior Al-Agsa Mar t yrsoperabie.i gade

328 Mohsen Mahdawi Instagram posts  September 22 and September 29 2024
2% Mohsen Mahdawi Instagram post October 13 2024

330 Mohsen Mahdawi Instagram post October 3 2024
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https://www.instagram.com/p/DANFUndswud/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DAeuKeeP0Qd/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DBDeZd2uHoo/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DApIxMstLs1











































