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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Key findings: 

¶ The research found extreme bias in the output of many Amnesty employees. 

¶ Amnesty has employed people with open pro-terrorist sympathies, crucially relying 

on them to provide information upstream that shapes opinion. One Amnesty 

consultant was found tweeting support for a terrorist group and sharing advice 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ giving advice to 

ΨŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ΨƳŀǊǘȅǊǎΩ ŀǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ 

¶ When the existence of this research became public knowledge, some Amnesty staff 

deleted public social media accounts in what appears to have been an attempt to 

hide evidence. 

¶ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜŘ ΨƻƴŜ-ŎŀǳǎŜΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ 

unsuitability for any organisation seeking to demonstrate impartiality.  

¶ Ψ{ƛƭŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƴƻƛǎŜΩ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀnd 

obsessive noise in others. Amnesty employees choose on whom they wish to focus 

ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ 

¶ In areas of sectarian violence, by dressing up hostile acǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ŀǎ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 

ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜǊǎΩΣ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ƘǳƳan rights 

activists. 

¶ Israel is not the only issue negatively affected by bias. India is another target of 

unnatural Amnesty hostility.  

¶ Persecuted Christians across the globe do not receive the coverage that their 

suffering warrants.  

¶ Amnesty are a large NGO with a global reach. In order to grow, Amnesty 

International lowered their guard to issues of bias and this has destroyed parts of the 

organisation from within.  

¶ As Amnesty grew, politicised employees became more able to use it for their own 

causes.   

¶ AmƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǊŜǎǘǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 

employees.  

¶ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ hatred of 

Israel. It is logical to assume the same level of bias could be directed at other targets 

by staff with different obsessions. 

¶ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǎǳǊƎŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƴǘƛ-Israel campaigns. There are more of 

them, they are visibly better funded, and they are more widely spread.   

¶ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŀǊǎŜƴŀƭ ƛǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘments appear to allocate 

disproportionate resources to attack Israel. The cumulative effect results in what can 

only be termed as a never-ending obsession.  

¶ Amnesty pursues a policy that aligns with full BDS (Boycott, Divestment & Sanction), 

producing material in such a coordinated manner that one inevitably concludes that 

the strategy is deliberate. 
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¶ As Amnesty displays a symbiotic relationship with BDS, it is fair to conclude that 

elements within Amnesty International actively seek to promote the destruction of 

the Jewish state. 

¶ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǳƴƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ hostility towards Israel is 

antisemitic.  

¶ Amnesty International allows the obsessions of its employees to drive its activity at 

the cost of the lives of people caught up in more worthwhile causes, which are left 

unpublicised and under-supported. 

¶ Amnesty International is political in nature, distributes some toxic ideology and 

displays unnatural, blatant hostility towards certain nationalities. There are places, 

such as schools, that currently grant it access. The logic behind granting these 

permissions should be revisited.  

¶ Amnesty should commission an external and completely independent investigation 

into the issues highlighted by this research. 

¶ Until these internal issues are addressed, Amnesty should roll-back campaigns that 

have been launched in areas where its objectivity has been clearly compromised.  

¶ Amnesty should consider rotating staff and volunteers who work on areas of 

ǎŜŎǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨWork 

On Own CountryΩ rule. Its current processes are clearly flawed. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Amnesty International is a London-based NGO that was founded in 1961. Today it claims to 

ōŜ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ΨƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ т Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ1 This makes Amnesty International the 

world's largest grassroots human rights organisation.  

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴƛǎǘΩ ǎǘƛƎƳŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǘtached to the type 

ƻŦ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƛǘ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜΦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ Ǌights struggles often 

stumbled blindly in the political extremes. They sought to form an apolitical group that 

maximised its impact by crossing party lines.  

Amnesty managed to do this successfully. As its leadership deliberately avoided being 

tainted with the Marxist brush, the unions and the Labour Party did not feel threatened and 

so Amnesty was able to gather mainstream support.2  

Today Amnesty has many critics. Amnesty would argue that these are from nation states 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŀōǳǎŜǎΩ ǘƻ Ǝƻ unreported.3 4   

Amnesty has core principles outlined in its statute.5 Impartiality is stressed constantly: 

 

As Amnesty grew, it needed to address the changing environment. It wanted wider reach, 

more members and to enter more nations. It faced growing competition. Amnesty left 

behind the simple world of the 1970s and entered far more complex political struggles.6  

It weakened some mechanisms that protected its impartiality in order to do so. Amnesty 

had a rule (WOOC) that meant nobody could work on their own country.7 In part it was set 

in place to avoid conflict of interest. It was scrapped in 2002 and never adequately replaced.  

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ Lƴ нлмл ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ DŜƴŘŜǊ ǳƴƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

suspended having accused the organiǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎΩΦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ 

relationship with known Islamist extremists had made her uncomfortable. But she also 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ΨŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƻǊΩ ƛƴ ǘƘe organisation ς one that suppresses debate.8  

 
1 https://www.amnesty.org/en/who-we-are/ 
2 Buchanan, Tom. "The truth will set you free': The making of Amnesty International." Journal of Contemporary 
History 37.4 (2002): 575-597 
3 Dr Phelps, Peter, Amnesty Infomercial, Review, (Institute of Public Affairs), September 1999 
4 This Wiki article provides only a short list https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criticism_of_Amnesty_International 
5 https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/POL2072982017ENGLISH.PDF 
6 DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ΨKeepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty InternationalΩ ōȅ 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ IƻǇƎƻƻŘΣ ΨǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŦǊŜŜΩ ōȅ ¢ƻƳ .ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜs of Amnesty 
annual reports that are available online. 
7 https://www.ngo-
monitor.org/reports/breaking_its_own_rules_amnesty_s_gov_t_funding_and_researcher_bias/ 
8 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/apr/25/gita-sahgal-amnesty-international 
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This workplace atmosphere problem has recently resurfaced, with suicides, resignations and 

several public criticisms.9  

Lƴ нлмф ŀ YǳǊŘƛǎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀ Ψǎƛǘ ƛƴΩ ŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ for its 

ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ǘƻ ΨǎǇŜŀƪ ƻǳǘΩ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ10 !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ with the sit-in 

lasted about 24 hours. Then the police were called and Amnesty had the protestors 

arrested.11  

tǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǎƛŘŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǎȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ the Kurds feel that 

Amnesty International is not addressing their cause? Amnesty does not seem to have a 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ΨYǳǊŘƛǎǘŀƴΩ yet they appear to have more than one coordinator for 

the Palestinian areas.12 

At Amnesty, people are key. Amnesty International stress the volunteer element of the 

organisation. People at Amnesty ς certainly those in the field (and those working with them) 

ς work there because it allows them to act on causes that are important to them.13 

 

Amnesty are driven, as they have always been driven, by their people. They are a grassroots 

organisation driven by energy and motivation from the bottom up.14  

 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ and its coordinators build and work 

with these networks so its researchers must decide which source to trust.  

 
9 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/06/amnesty-international-has-toxic-working-culture-report-
finds 
10 https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/b/kurdish-hunger-strikers-continue-occupation-of-amnesty-
internationals-hq 
11 https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/039e31a1-c1fd-4081-9567-df7a3c582921 
12 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/contact-country-coordinators 
13 From Hopgood, Stephen. Keepers of the flame: understanding Amnesty International. Cornell University 
Press, 2013. Page 3. 
14 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/about-amnesty 
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!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ partly driven by their employees and volunteers. Those that disagree can 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎΥ Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ board ever decide on an issue if it is never passed 

upstream in the first place? 

It was therefore considered reasonable to look at the output of people who work at 

Amnesty International. Where do their interests lie? Do they seem impartial? Was bias 

publicly visible before they were employed by Amnesty? 

This is what Amnesty claim:15 

 

 

For an ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ǎƛȊŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛƳǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

motivations and energies of those that work for it, would mean that Amnesty must spend a 

ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ŜƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ƛƳǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƛǘȅΦ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨWork On 

Own CƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ ǊǳƭŜΚ 

A search was made of online activity of Amnesty employees and official Amnesty social 

media accounts. There was no list to work from. Different access points were randomly 

chosen and the research developed from names gathered as it went along. The only 

demand was the existence of an active social media account, publicly accessible and written 

for the most part in English.16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/frequently-asked-questions 
16 This automatically excluded all those with private accounts, and those who write in a language other than 
English 
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SECTION ONE 
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FROM HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS TO EMPTY PROPAGANDISTS 

Historical Amnesty annual reports display a clear attempt to provide context and balance.17 

Those reports are virtually unrecognisable today as a product of Amnesty International. By 

2007 Amnesty was singling out Israel for more condemnation than Syria, Saudi Arabia, 

Libya, Lebanon and Algeria.18 

bDh aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ нллт aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΦ 

They monitored Amnesty reports, public statements, press releases, letters and the 

Amnesty magazine.   

The obsessive reporting on Israel during 2007 led NGO Monitor to cƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ψif detailed 

reports are used as an indicator, Amnesty ranks Israel and Iraq as equally the worst human 

rights abusers in the Middle EastΦΩ 

¢ƘŜ bDh aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ǳƴƴŀǘǳral hostility 

towards Israel can also be found within the language they use. When Amnesty used the 

ǘŜǊƳǎ ΨǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿΩ ƻǊ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƭŀǿΩΣ ƻǊ 

ΨǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƘŀŘ нн ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ȅǊƛŀΣ LǊŀǉΣ LǊŀƴΣ {ŀǳŘƛ !rabia and Libya only had 2 such 

mentions combined. By 2007, Amnesty were already reserving the worst for Israel.   

¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ƛƴ мффу ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƎŀȅ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΩ 

campaign.19 20  

They feature the Israeli singer Dana 

International. 

It is impossible to imagine that 

Amnesty would consider using an 

Israeli artist today. Amnesty may 

claim not to support BDS explicitly but 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ōƛŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘŜŘ 

material provides the key pillars upon 

which BDS rely for legitimacy in the 

West.21 

 
17 See for example https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/196000/mde150341991en.pdf written 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨLƴǘƛŦŀŘŀΩΦ 
18 https://www.ngo-
monitor.org/reports/review_of_amnesty_international_in_attacking_democracy_instead_of_oppression_in_
middle_east/ 
19 https://en-law.tau.ac.il/sites/law-
english.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Law/faculty%20members/AeyalGross/43_Post%20Colonial%20Queer%20
Globalisation%20and%20International%20Human%20Rights.pdf 
20 https://search.iisg.amsterdam/Search/Results?filter[]=era_facet:%221998-
1998%22&filter[]=authorStr:Olaf%2C+Erwin 
21 .5{ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƻȅŎƻǘǘ 5ƛǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ {ŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōƻȅŎƻǘǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
use Amnesty data as primary evidence of the need to boycott. 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/196000/mde150341991en.pdf
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Some of AmnestyΩǎ ƪŜȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлǎΦ !ǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

governments to release prisoners of conscience in the geo-political environment of a world 

full of Soviet influence was a relatively straightforward affair.  

As Amnesty grew and it widened ƛǘǎ ǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΩ, ΨǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻm Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΩ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ мффл 

ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴŎǳōŀǘƻǊ ōŀōƛŜǎΩ ƛƴ Yǳǿŀƛǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ DǳƭŦ ²ŀǊ ƛǎ ŀ perfect 

early example of Amnesty lending its credibility to a propaganda story.22  

This is an extract from a Guardian article on April 23, 2002.23 It concerns events in the city of 

Jenin at the height of the sŜŎƻƴŘ ΨLƴǘƛŦŀŘŀΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŀƳƴƛƴƎ of Amnesty 

International: 

 

 

The events in Kuwait were unexpected. It was impossible to move around in occupied 

Kuwait.  Amnesty had no real opportunity to create an information network in their own 

image. They should never have confirmed the story but their inability to disprove it is not 

surprising. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ WŜƴƛƴ ƛƴ нллнΦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƴŜǘwork in the PA areas was 

embedded ς it was tried, tested and trusted. This network provided daily updates that 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ΨƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 

 
22 https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4516044/nayirah-testimony also  https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-
xpm-1990-10-11-mn-2801-story.html and https://www.prwatch.org/books/tsigfy10.htm and 
https://www.nytimes.com/1992/01/06/opinion/remember-nayirah-witness-for-kuwait.html  !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ōŀōƛŜǎ 
at over 300 ς see https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE140161990ENGLISH.PDF  There is an 
earlier story - ǿƘŜƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŎŀƳŜ ΨŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ŀŀŘŜǊ aŜƛƴƘƻŦ ƎŀƴƎ ŀƴŘ ΨǇǳǎƘŜŘ 
ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘŜŘΩΦ CǊƻƳ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜrnational: The Human Rights Story. Jonathan 
Power p76 see also https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Army_Faction 
23 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2002/apr/23/worlddispatch 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4516044/nayirah-testimony
https://www.prwatch.org/books/tsigfy10.htm
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This from the Amnesty team inside Jenin on 18 April:24 

 

The report suggested a massacre had occurred and the bodies were all buried under the 

ǊǳōōƭŜΣ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ Ƴŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜd it to genocide: 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ .ƻǎƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ YƻǎƻǾƻΩ 

Within the context of the ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ΨLƴǘƛŦŀŘŀΩ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ WŜƴƛƴ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ {ƘƛŜƭŘΩΦ25 It was triggered by a March 27 suicide bombing when a 

Hamas suicide bomber walked into a hotel dining room just as Jewish people sat down for 

the Passover Seder meal and murdered 30 of them.26  

It was the largest but far from only suicide attack of early 2002.27 

The Israeli military entered and secured the city of Jenin on 2/3 April. The intense fighting 

would take place in the Jenin refugee camp.   

 
24 See article http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/1937048.stm 
25 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Defensive_Shield 
26 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/israel/1389228/Hotel-blast-survivors-relive-the-
Passover-massacre.html 
27 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Palestinian_suicide_attacks#2002_(47_bombings) 
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!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ was a primary source of news. By April 7 they were reporting a massacre 

as factual, asking people urgently to ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ for unlawful 

ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎǎΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ΨōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΩΦ 

 

By 11 April they had produced a 26-page report.28 There was another Amnesty call for 

ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мт ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ Ψŀ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ 

ōǳƭƭŘƻȊŜŘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨL5C ǳǎŜŘ ōǳƭƭŘƻȊŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦƭŀǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

town completely, and no one could have survived in tƘƻǎŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΩΦ29 To reinforce its 

ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ΨŦƻǊŜƴǎƛŎ ǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΩ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛǘǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΦ 

In reality Palestinian fatality fƛƎǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ WŜƴƛƴΩ ǿŜǊŜ рнΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ нт ǿŜǊŜ 

ΨƳƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎΩΦ но LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΦ 

Amnesty was not alone in spreading the massacre myth. In the UK Parliament, MP Ann 

/ƭǿȅŘΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŘǳǎǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƭǳƴƎǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǘŀƴƪǎ ƛƴ WŜƴƛƴΣ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ ΨǳǇ ǘƻ мллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ 

killed.30 !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ΨŘƻǎǎƛŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΦ 

Amnesty has built a reporting mechanism within these areas that makes itself part of the 

propaganda machinery. Driven by unnatural hostility towards Israel, Amnesty creates, 

reproduces and distributes anti-Israel propaganda at will. 

In turn, thanks to AmneǎǘȅΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ς that raw anti-Israel propaganda is then fed to 

Parliaments and the UN by decision-makers who go on to make strategic decisions about 

Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΩ. The media tell the world the story. There is no 

way to correct the consequent damage to the truth and to justice. 

The evidence that Amnesty has little regard for the truth is everywhere. The 2010 Flotilla 

episode provides another example.31 It is now known that an ex-US Marine, on board the 

Mavi Marmara started the violence by attacking an Israeli soldier.32 

That the specific ex-aŀǊƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ фκмм ΨǘǊǳǘƘŜǊΩΣ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ-core conspiracy theorist, an antisemite 

with some ǾŜǊȅ ǳƴǎŀǾƻǳǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ33 

 
28 https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/120000/mde150422002en.pdf 
29 https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/120000/mde150542002en.pdf 
30 https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2002-04-16/debates/d696a1af-a3c2-4bbc-b541-
f1b4e1eed6ea/TheMiddleEast?highlight=amnesty#contribution-d1636cb2-a039-4d08-9bbe-74c00812983d 
31 https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/PressRoom/2010/Pages/Israel_Navy_warns_flotilla_31-May-2010.aspx 
32 http://david-collier.com/exclusive-corbyn-antisemitism/ 
33 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_O%27Keefe 
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When an incident such as the Mavi Marmara occurs, the anti-Israel propaganda machine 

springs into life. Within hours, tales of massacres fill social media. There is a finely tuned 

network that creates a false narrative that demonises Israel. Amnesty has become a willing 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩ ǿŀȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǿƻǊŘŜŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ΨŎŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ΨŀŎŎŜǇǘǎΩ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜ DŀȊŀ 

spokesperson and discounts the Israeli version of events by default. 

This is explicitly evident in their activity. They hold events that uncritically push the anti-

Israel narrative.34  

 

 

And when Israel conducted an inquiry into the flotilla incident, Amnesty could only ridicule 

it:35 

 

This is Amnesty spreading the lies of the anti-Israel network. This is then picked up by all the 

activists who in turn now have the raw anti-Israel version (supplied by Amnesty) and a 

ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ όǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ !ƳƴŜsty). Amnesty themselves remain clean; they 

ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ΨƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅΩ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ŦƛǊƳ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ǿƘat happened.  

During recent violence a stray rocket from Islamic Jihad struck a building in Gaza. Amnesty 

were quick to post condemnation, attacking IsrŀŜƭ ŦƻǊ ΨǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΩ:36 

 
34 http://newsbytes.com.au/2010/08/australian-activists-recall-gaza-flotilla-horror/#.XWJufXt7kuU 
35 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/israeli-inquiry-gaza-flotilla-deaths-no-more-whitewash 
36 https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1194289553038811136 
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Witnesses quickly made it public that it was in fact a stray Islamic Jihad rocket that had done 

the damage.37 Amnesty were caught once again acting as a mouthpiece for radical Islamic 

terrorist groups. 

There has beŜƴ ŀ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ΨƧǳŘƎŜΩ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅΦ 

Israel is facing the same threats as it has faced for decades. Amnesty International clearly 

understood this in 1991. They were still highly critical of Israel and the reports on 

administrative detentions and allegations of torture continued throughout the 1990s. The 

inherent bias necessary to operate would always create a de-facto anti-Israel leaning but 

the unnatural hostility was not visibly present and Amnesty went out of its way at times to 

remind people it was trying to at least be seen to remain impartial:38 

  

This appears to change as the 1990s progressed. There was more open condemnation of 

Israel, an increase in frequency of the notifications and a more hostile and toxic use of 

language. There was also less visible criticism of the PA.39 

 
37 https://www.algemeiner.com/2019/11/13/amnesty-international-called-out-for-falsely-accusing-israel-of-
attacking-gaza-building-which-was-actually-hit-by-misfired-palestinian-rocket/ 
38 Examples https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/168000/mde150261996en.pdf or 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/034/1996/en/ or 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/029/1995/en/ Many of the cases circa 1996 were directed 
towards abuse of Palestinians by the PA. 
39 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ Ψōȅ ŘŀǘŜΩ 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/search/?q=israel&sort=date&country=38537 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/168000/mde150261996en.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/034/1996/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/029/1995/en/
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!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ΨǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩ ǿƘŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

Israel occurred in 2000, ironically at the time of the Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon.40 The 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǘƘƛŎŀƭ WŜƴƛƴ ΨƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜΩΦ41 

By 2008 Amnesty were producing reports that suggested LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ΨǿŀǊ 

ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜƭȅ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ΨƛƳǇǳƴƛǘȅΩ.42 Since 2009 there are several reports each year 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ Ψ!ǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘΩ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ нлмоΦ43 

Although their alliance and support for those pushing the Apartheid label on Israel preceded 

this by a few years.44 

AmnesǘȅΩǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ bDh ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ-

spreading and politicised anti-Israel movement became inevitable following their 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ нллм 5ǳǊōŀƴ Ψŀƴǘƛ-ǊŀŎƛǎƳΩ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ45 

¢ƘŜ Ψ5ǳǊōŀƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩ, wƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ψ{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩ, was a failure 

of the west to protect itself. The NGOs funded by western governments are given ŀ ΨƘŀƭƻ 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘΩ ōȅ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƭƛƪŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ 

outsourcing of ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ΨƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿŀǊ 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭŜƎƛǘƛƳƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ46 

In 2001 the visible anti-western agenda that now infests many NGOs globally became semi-

official coordinated strategy, put together by a UN body that would be dismantled within 

five years because of its own racist obsessions and discussed at events where the Protocols 

of the Elders of Zion were distributed.47 Amnesty International actually criticised those 

nations that walked out.48 

The Durban 2001 conference, that ended just 3 days before 9/11, did not come out of thin 

air. There would have been push and pull factors that created both the environment for 

Durban 2001 and the internal Amnesty thought processes that led them to believe 

participation was a good idea.  

 
40 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde02/006/2000/en/ 
41 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/149/2002/en/ 
42 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2008/12/israeli-teenagers-jailed-refusing-serve-army-20081218/ 
43 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2013/03/conscript-facing-jail-again-for-refusing-to-go-against-
his-conscience/ and https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2013/04/a-west-bank-village-in-protest-
against-israels-military-occupation/ 
44 Example https://www.ngo-monitor.org/reports/amnesty_s_water_report_israel_apartheid_allegations/ 
45 http://fathomjou rnal.org/responding-to-the-ngos-durban-strategy-between-engagement-and-
confrontation/ 
46 Ibid. 
47 The UN Commission ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ ΨƳake recommendations with a view to 
the effective implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of ActionΩ ǎŜŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
resolution https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/IntergovWG/Pages/IWGIndex.aspx For discussion of the 
UN body see the following chŀǇǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ CƻǊ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜ Ψ5ƛǎƳŀƴǘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ [ƛŜΥ ¢ƘŜ 
Protocols of the Elders of ZioƴΩΦ нллоΦ {ǘŜǾŜƴ [Φ WŀŎƻōǎΣ aŀǊƪ ²ŜƛǘȊƳŀƴ ǇǇу 
48 http://www.cnsnews.com/ForeignBureaus/Archive/200109/For20010904a.html 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2013/03/conscript-facing-jail-again-for-refusing-to-go-against-his-conscience/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2013/03/conscript-facing-jail-again-for-refusing-to-go-against-his-conscience/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/IntergovWG/Pages/IWGIndex.aspx
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The desire to protect the Palestinians from human rights abuse is an understandable pull 

factor. Having sympathy for Palestinians, recognising the lack of self-determination and 

understanding that the IǎǊŀŜƭƛ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƎƛǾŜǎ 

rise to a need for NGOs. Amnesty would naturally want to be involved. 

Israel is also so accessible. If an NGO wants to put a team on the ground in a highly sensitive 

area, then Israel is the safest place on Earth to do so ς ΨǿŀǊ ȊƻƴŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ yet allows 

you to have a really good time. It is one of the reasons thousands of journalists roam the 

streets of Jerusalem ς none of them are willing to go to Raqqa.  

This duplicity is ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƻƴ bDh ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΦ bDhǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦŀŎŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ΨƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜΩΣ 

ΨŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎΩ, ΨōǊǳǘŀƭƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳƛŜǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜƭƭ 

would-be volunteers how safe it all is.49 

The rest of the work is created by the imbalance of situations. The PA is corrupt, Gaza is run 

by a terrorist organisation and Arab clans rule many streets in both areas. After Oslo 

ǎǘŀƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ΨLƴǘƛŦŀŘŀΩ most of what comes 

out is raw anti-Israel propaganda.  

Someone openly and visibly hostile to Hamas for an extended period, who does not come to 

some type of agreement with them, will disappear. A point worth remembering when you 

listen to those that have not disappeared.  

¢ƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀǊŜ ΨŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦǊŜŜΣ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

like. Visitorǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǾƛŎǘƛƳΩ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ t! 

areas and not just Gaza. NGOs are taken to the specific street that others want them to see. 

For organisations such as Amnesty, ΨƘƻǎǘƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǘƻ terrorist organisations such as Hamas 

becomes self-defeating. 

The walls break down because they have to and as they break, groups like Amnesty suffer 

the same fate as extremist organisations such as the PSC. The movement is driven by the 

energy of its component parts. The ones who stumble get left behind. On specific issues the 

organisation becomes driven by the very people it should have restrained.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
49 http://david-collier.com/schizophrenia-palestinian-ngos/ 
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CASE STUDY: HIND KHOUDARY 

Hind Khoudary is listed as ŀƴ Ψ!ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΩ ƛƴ DŀȊŀΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ 

of those providing Amnesty with their information from the Gaza strip. In March she was 

arrested, allegedly for working for Amnesty.50 

 

The allegation that she was taken by Hamas because shŜ ΨǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 

unsubstantiated. This is informatiƻƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ DŀȊŀΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿ ΨŎƘŜŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

ōŀƭŀƴŎŜǎΩΣ ȅŜǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊǳǘƘΩΦ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ 9ȅŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ IƛƴŘ 

was one of their own: 

As Amnesty made no public criticism about the internal protests prior to her interrogation it 

is more likely she was part of a general crackdown against internal dissent that took place 

throughout the Gaza Strip in March.51  

Once Amnesty report that their research consultant was arrested because she works for 

Amnesty, this immediately becomes thŜ ΨƴŜǿǎΩΥ52  

 

 
50 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/03/gaza-hamas-must-end-brutal-crackdown-against-
protesters-and-rights-defenders/  
51 See https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/mees-gaza-reporter-interrogated-hours-hamas-officials and 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/7-reporters-held-brutally-beaten-by-hamas-for-covering-gaza-protests/ and 
https://rsf.org/en/news/journalists-targeted-governments-desperate-control-news also 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/7-reporters-held-brutally-beaten-by-hamas-for-covering-gaza-protests/ 
52 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/gaza-hamas-crackdown-dissent-protesters-
violence-torture-amnesty-a8829756.html and the Guardian 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/23/palestinian-writer-has-fingers-smashed-in-gaza-atef-abu-
saif 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/03/gaza-hamas-must-end-brutal-crackdown-against-protesters-and-rights-defenders/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/03/gaza-hamas-must-end-brutal-crackdown-against-protesters-and-rights-defenders/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/mees-gaza-reporter-interrogated-hours-hamas-officials
https://www.timesofisrael.com/7-reporters-held-brutally-beaten-by-hamas-for-covering-gaza-protests/
https://rsf.org/en/news/journalists-targeted-governments-desperate-control-news
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/gaza-hamas-crackdown-dissent-protesters-violence-torture-amnesty-a8829756.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/gaza-hamas-crackdown-dissent-protesters-violence-torture-amnesty-a8829756.html
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This is her Facebook bio:53 

 

Khoudary is clearly an anti-Israel propagandist who also writes for Kuwaiti and Russian State 

TV and hard-core propagandist outlets such as the Electronic Intifada.54  

And we immediately run into problems. There was this recent post on Facebook, talking 

about a project with Amnesty from June 2018: 

 

 
53 https://www.facebook.com/HindUsama 
54 DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴǘƛŦŀŘŀǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎΩ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ them, it would be absurd 
ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ CƻǊ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ 
campaign and to underline the fact Amnesty should have nothing to do with them, a browse through the 
archive for stories aōƻǳǘ ΨŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳΩ ƛǎ ŀŘǾƛǎŀōƭŜΦ https://electronicintifada.net/search/site/antisemitism 
¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōƛƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀōƻǳǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘŎƘ ƘǳƴǘΩ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ has been 
suspended by the Labour Party. https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/labour-suspends-electronic-intifada-
blogger-asa-winstanley-who-called-jlm-israeli-embassy-proxy-1.481167 Regardless of your politics, it would be 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ 9L ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀƴ Ψŀƴǘƛ-LǎǊŀŜƭΩ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎΩ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻǳǘƭŜǘΦ  

https://electronicintifada.net/search/site/antisemitism
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/labour-suspends-electronic-intifada-blogger-asa-winstanley-who-called-jlm-israeli-embassy-proxy-1.481167
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/labour-suspends-electronic-intifada-blogger-asa-winstanley-who-called-jlm-israeli-embassy-proxy-1.481167
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And yet here is an Amnesty article from 2018, introducing her, not as part of Amnesty, but 

ŀǎ ŀ ΨtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΩΦ55 

 

²Ƙȅ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ƛǎ ǉǳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ΨŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΩ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΩ ƛǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƎǳŜǎǎΦ IŜǊ 

English is excellent and she is clearly in demand. This is what Amnesty consider a source. 

Someone inside Gaza that it can use to provide information, however biased they may be. 

It is worth watching some of what she says when interviewed by foreign 

journalists/bloggers. In a YouTube video uploaded in January she is asked about Hamas in 

Gaza. Khoudary described a conservative but tolerant society ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ΨƳŀƪŜ 

ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ōŀŘΩ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ different. When asked about rockets, she responded 

ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ DŀȊŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻƛŎŜΩΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ΨƳŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΩ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ΨƘŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƎǳƴΩΦ 

At one point she is askeŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ LǎǊŀŜƭ ΨƎƻƴŜΩΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎ ΨƻŦ 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ƛǘ ƛǎ ΨƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΩΦ56 

YƘƻǳŘŀǊȅΩs Twitter feed is full of the usual propaganda one would expect of an anti-Israel 

activist.57 When writing in English, she sees nothing, hears nothing and talks of nothing that 

would suggest there are human rights violations in the Gaza Strip.  

Khoudary is interesting because she posts in both English and Arabic. 

In English she shouts out about the human rights crisis in Gaza, telling the world in clear 

English how serious the situation is:58 

 
55 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2018/10/gaza-great-march-of-return/ 
56 See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rODEey7Iy30 for Israel gone comment see timestamp 13:25 
57 https://twitter.com/Hind_Gaza 
58 https://twitter.com/Hind_Gaza/status/1141644157632569344 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rODEey7Iy30
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And engages in Twitter trends that network her into other activists and show she is clued up 

with what it is taking place on the global PR stage:59 

 

She ƛǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ΨƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ 

ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ǝǳƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩΣ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ΨōǊǳǘŀƭƛǘȅΩΥ 

 

Her articles in Middle East Eye are all about dead Gazan children, Israeli military actions, 

Palestinian injuries, the horrors of living in Gaza, cancer patients and all the usual 

 
59 #palestiniansitty was a trending Twitter campaign that erupted after Israel denied access to Rashida Tlaib. 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/aug/20/thousands-are-celebrating-palestinian-
grandmothers-i-wish-i-had-more-memories-of-mine  
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decontextualised reporting that anti-Israel activists love to share.60 Her face appeared on 

RT, Kuwaiti TV and numerous other outlets. 

Amnesty is pushing iconic imagery of her in a press jacket to get the message across: 

 

Then you look at her output in Arabic. This is an example of a recent Arabic retweet: 

 

And this is how it translates: 

 

ΨΧƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ Ǝǳƴ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΩΦ The words of 

Amnesty International 2019. This one best sums up the entire situation. Self-censorship to 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩΥ 

 
60 https://www.middleeasteye.net/users/hind-khoudary 
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The post above is an Amnesty consultant explicitly sharing instructions to lie about events 

on the ground in order to supporǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩΦ 

She recently retweeted a video of Hezbollah leader Nasrallah as he made threats to Israel. 

!ƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜŜǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜ ŀǎ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΦΩ61 

 

 
61 For video see https://twitter.com/aliimortada/status/1165403934011404289?s=20 it was translated as a 
threat ƻŦ ǊŜǘŀƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ IŜȊōƻƭƭŀƘ ΨǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΦ 

https://twitter.com/aliimortada/status/1165403934011404289?s=20
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These are not tweets spread over years that someone needs to search for. This is all recent 

output. I went back to thŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ aŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ΨƘŜǊƻŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ 

members of the Islamic Jihad terrorist group.62 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜŜǘ ǎƘŜ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ƘŜǊ ΨƘŜǊƻŜǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΥ 

 

 
62 https://twitter.com/Hind_Gaza/status/1125046707652263937  see also 
https://twitter.com/KhaledAbuToameh 

https://twitter.com/Hind_Gaza/status/1125046707652263937
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The Al-Quds Brigade is the military wing of the Islamic Jihad.63 

This is her ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ōƛƻΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩΦ 

 

This is the joke played on those not paying attention. Hind openly speaks about wanting 

LǎǊŀŜƭ ΨƎƻƴŜΩΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜǘǿŜŜǘǎ IŜȊōƻƭƭŀƘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘares comments about martyrs entering 

paradise with machine guns. She promotes self-censorship to support the resistance and 

Ŏŀƭƭǎ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ WƛƘŀŘ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ΨƘŜǊƻŜǎΦΩ !ƴŘ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ŎŀǊŜǎΦ  

{ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Amnesty 

International have been letting the whole world down for decades.  

This is not a single incident. This is decades of a gradually decaying environment in which 

Amnesty International have used their once sterling reputation to drip-feed lies, 

propaganda and antisemitic poison into western parliaments and think tanks. Their 

reputation ensured that the media carried this message to hundreds of millions of people.   

The information about Hind Khoudary was made public as a teaser in preparation for the 

publication of this report.64 In response Khoudary simply deleted her accounts, removing 

the evidence:65 

 

 

 

 

 
63 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Quds_Brigades 
64 https://twitter.com/mishtal/status/1169645722511249413 
65 Hind deleted the account on September 6th, a day after the teaser was published 
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CASE STUDY: SALEH HIJAZI 

Saleh Hijazi is the Deputy Regional Director for Amnesty MENA. 

 

 

This means he covers Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 

Libya, Morocco & Western Sahara, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, UAE 

& Yemen.66  

This is the content of his Facebook feed for 2019:67 

 

 

Not a single post relating to Iran, Syria or Saudi Arabia was found. Israel, a nation involved in 

a conflict that has claimed about 90 casualties in 2019 takes 100% of the attention of the 

 
66 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde01/9433/2019/en/ 
67 https://www.facebook.com/saleh.hijazi.5 
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Deputy Director for MENA, whilst conflicts that have taken the lives of tens of thousands are 

totally ignored.  

Hijazi wears his colours on his sleeve and always has. He was born in Ramallah and has 

always been a politically active Palestinian working explicitly against Israel.  

As long ago as 2012, when he was simply part of the anti-Israel team at Amnesty, he was 

described by Ynet as Ψa radical activist who volunteers as a human shield for terrorists with a 

ŦƻǊƳŜǊ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴΩ.68 ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ нллр ΨƘŜ 

worked as a Public Relations officer for the Office of the Ministry of Planning in Ramallah 

and in 2007 he was listed as contact for the NGO ΨAnother VoiceΩ ς under the group's 

signature ΨResist! Boycott! We Are Intifada!Ω. 

Lƴ нлммΣ ŀƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ 5ǊǳǎŜ ǎƛƴƎŜǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ƛƴ 

Ramallah. There were protests and threaǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ΨƻǇǇƻǎŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƛǘƘ 

Israelis. Eventually the PA banned the entertainer from appearing.69  

! ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ΨǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǾƛŘŜƻ 

that shows people inside the PA areas ripping down his poster, then trampling on and 

kicking the image of his face.70  

Hijazi shared the video:  

 

 

 

 
68 https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4238719,00.html 
69 https://www.jpost.com/Diplomacy-and-Politics/PA-bans-Druse-singer-from-Ramallah-New-Years-bash 
70 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlaqoX7dxu0 
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His use of sources is enlightening. Two months after the Druze concert cancellation he 

ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōƭƻƎǎƛǘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨhŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΩΦ 

 

The news was about a hunger strike, but that ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛǎ 

relevant. 1000s of different sources discussed the 2012 Khader hunger strike ς both 

mainstream and alternative ς ȅŜǘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘΩ IƛƧŀȊƛ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ 

blogsite and chose to share it.71 

¢ƘŜ ΨǇǊƻ-Hamas websiteΩ shares Muslim Brotherhood claims of Mossad false flags and 

ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǎŜǎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tC[t ŦƻǊ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩΦ72 

 

 

 
71 For example: https://mondoweiss.net/2012/02/today-in-palestine/ 
72 ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇǊƻ-IŀƳŀǎΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻȊŜƴǎ 
of articles that support the claim. See this article about threats to bomb Tel Aviv as an example. 
https://occupiedpalestine.wordpress.com/2014/08/09/gazaunderattack-palestinian-resistance-threatens-to-
bomb-tel-aviv-unless-its-demands-are-met/ For article on Muslim Brotherhood Mossad claims 
https://occupiedpalestine.wordpress.com/2012/08/06/egypts-brotherhood-says-mossad-behind-sinai-attack/ 
PFLP activating armed resistance https://occupiedpalestine.wordpress.com/2013/08/29/pflp-pflp_ps-calls-for-
activating-armed-resistance-in-wb/ 
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The website Elder of Ziyon ran an expose on Hijazi highlighting how in 2007 his Facebook 

profile was of Leila Khaled, a PFLP terrorist and airline hijacker.73 74 

 

And in 2012 for Khader Adnan, a hero of Islamic Jihad:75 

 

This is all before he learnt how to pƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ{Ƙŀōŀƪŀ 

Palestinian tƻƭƛŎȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩΦ76 This is an explicitly pro-Palestinian think tank.  

 
73 http://elderofziyon.blogspot.com/2015/07/amnesty-researcher-loves-terrorists.html 
74 https://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinian-terrorist-barred-from-entering-italy-over-visa-issue/ 
75 https://ukmediawatch.org/2012/02/22/propaganda-by-wife-of-islamic-jihad-terrorist-khadr-adnan-
courtesy-of-the-guardian/ 
76 https://al-shabaka.org/policy-network/members/ 
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Lƴ ƛǘǎ нлмс !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ {Ƙŀōŀƪŀ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ Ψ!ƭƛ !ōǳƴƛƳŀƘΩ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

ŘƻƴƻǊǎΩΦ77  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ Deputy Director of MENA sits on a policy panel partially 

funded by the founder of Electronic Intifada. 

Al-{Ƙŀōŀƪŀ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎΩ, ΨŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜΩΦ78 

It is also a major platform for boycott Israel activities. It is perhaps no coincidence that 

IƛƧŀȊƛΩǎ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƛƴŎided with a further slide of the organisation into raw BDS 

territory with their Airbnb and Trip Advisor campaigns.79  

Hijazi regularly shares propaganda sites and gives voice to official pro-Palestinian NGOs, 

including those that deal with improving Palestinian PR.80 

hƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛǎǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘΩΦ  

 

IƛƧŀȊƛΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŦŜŜŘ ƛǎ ŀǎ ōŀŘ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǿƻǊŘ ŎƭƻǳŘΩ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ 

tweets over the last year:81 

 

 
77 https://al-shabaka.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Al-Shabaka-2016-Annual-Report.pdf#page=16 
78 https://www.ngo-monitor.org/ngos/al_shabaka_the_palestinian_policy_network/ 
79 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/02/is-this-a-tourist-attraction-or-a-war-crimeairbnb-and-
tripadvisor-dont-care/ 
80 Hijazi has shared those like Ali Abunimah and Ben White many times 
https://socialbearing.com/search/user/s_jazi  also Salem Barahmeh from the Palestinian Institute for Public 
Diplomacy, La9¦Σ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨǇǊƻ-tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴΩ bDh and 7amleh another propaganda outfit, this one specialising 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ. See https://twitter.com/thepipd  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute_for_Middle_East_Understanding and https://7amleh.org/about-us/ 
 
81 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/S_jazi 

https://socialbearing.com/search/user/s_jazi
https://twitter.com/thepipd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute_for_Middle_East_Understanding
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This is a cloud of his hashtags: 

 

It is all about Israel. In fact, of the 152 tweets from the past year that were logged, only 4 

were not related to the Israel/Arab conflict. That is an obsession rate of over 97%.  

A search through the full eight years of his Twitter activity was also enlightening. The 

keȅǿƻǊŘ Ω{ȅǊƛŀΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ŀ ǘǿŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ р ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΥ 

 

Ψ{ŀǳŘƛΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¸ŜƳŜƴΩ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΥ 

 

Which brings up a rather glaring question. If MENA contains nations such as Syria, Iran and 

Saudi Arabia and if maƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩs human rights abuses are taking place in this area, 

then what on Earth did Saleh Hijazi have ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ψ5ŜǇǳǘȅ 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΚ IŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƻƴŜ-track, anti-LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛǾŜΦ [ƛǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛs 

more damning than this. 
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Why is this all so important? 

Because of Interviews like this one.82 

 

And in this position, he meets foreign dignitaries such as the Swedish Foreign Minister.83 84 

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƭŀǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴǘƛ-Israel bias. This is about Amnesty 

International abusing its position and, in doing so, placing other lives at risk.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛǾŜΣ ǳƴƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŀǘǊŜŘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŜǊŜƭƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

duty. These are a few things that the Deputy 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ a9b! ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘer to tweet about 

as he piggybacks on Amnesty to push his obsessive anti-Israel activism. 

Syria:85 Yemen:86 Iran:87 

 

 
82 https://www.vox.com/world/2019/4/27/18511367/palestinian-children-arrested-throwing-rocks-israeli-
military 
83 https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/6062.html 
84 Frances Black is an independent Senator in Ireland https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frances_Black 
85 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of_the_Syrian_Civil_War 
86 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/yemen 
87 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/iran 
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In fact, there are dozens of campaigns, press releases and news items on the Amnesty 

website related to human rights abuse in the MENA region that Hijazi could not be bothered 

to share with his followers.88 

Look back over his earlier shares: the gang kicking the face of the Israeli Druze in the poster, 

promoting the work of a pro-terrorist blogsite or the people he used to have as his profile 

image. Then remind yourself that this is a Deputy Regional Director for the Middle East and 

North Africa. It is fair to argue Amnesty are utterly shameless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
88 https://www.amnesty.org/en/search/?q=&sort=date&country=38526 
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CASE STUDY: MAGHDA MUGHRABI 

Maghda Mughrabi is a regional Ψ5ŜǇǳǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩ ŦƻǊ a9bA.89 

 

Mughrabi ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƛǎŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ǊŀƴƪǎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ƛƴ 

Libya.90 aǳƎǊŀōƘƛΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ a9b! ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ ! 

search of subject matter in her Twitter feed for 2019 returned these results:91 

ISRAEL / PA /GAZA 27 FAR RIGHT EUROPE 2 

LIBYA 19 ROHINGYA 2 

ALGERIA 12 SUDAN 2 

EGYPT 8 IRAN 2 

GENERAL 6 MOROCCO 2 

EUROPE ς REFUGEES 6 IRAN 2 

TUNISIA 5 SAUDI 1 

SYRIA 5 AFGHANISTAN 1 

 

Over 27% of her tweets are related to one issue in the region ς the Israel conflict.92 Saudi 

and Yemen get but a single mention, with Iran scoring just two. This is a word cloud 

generated from her tweets over the last 683 days:93 

 

 
89 This is the title Amnesty give her in this report 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE1576322017ENGLISH.pdf 
90 https://www.ecfr.eu/article/the_mediterranean_migration_crisis_and_libyas_turmoil_3045 
91 https://twitter.com/magdamughrabi 
92 This does include a few tweets on Gaza / Hamas 
93 Compiled from the last 291 tweets https://socialbearing.com/search/user/magdamughrabi 
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It is MughrabiΩǎ job to focus ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀōǳǎŜǊǎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀd this 

is what she talks about: 

 

 

This is important because it highlights the issue of inherent institutional bias being a 

ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ΨǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΩ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΣ aǳƎƘǊŀōƛΩǎ area of 

expertise is North Africa and that clearly comes through in her personal Twitter timeline. 

The number of mentions of Libya, Algeria and Egypt dwarfs those of Syria, Saudi and Iran. 

The obsession with Israel is the one constant. A search of keywords in all tweets since 2015 

returns absurd results: 

ISRAEL  327 EGYPT 80 

PALESTINIAN 156 IRAN 119 

IRAQ 15 SYRIA 87 

 

If you place together a few Amnesty decision makers, with different interests but a similar 

singular obsession, there would be only one logical result. Institutional obsession. 

Mughrabi is not an outright anti-Israel activist, but it is clear that she obsesses over Israel 

anyway and her position is unacceptably hostile and biased against it.  
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CASE STUDY: MOHAMMED ALI ABUNAJELA 

Mohammed Ali Abunajela has a PhD from the University of Bedfordshire.94 His thesis was on 

the pro-Muslim Brotherhood slant of Al-WŀȊŜŜǊŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!Ǌŀō ǎǇǊƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ 9ƎȅǇǘΦ95 His first 

degree was from the Islamic University in Gaza. He was also on a list of BBC press officers 

published in 2014.96 He co-authored a book an Al-WŀȊŜŜǊŀ ŀƴŘ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ LǎƭŀƳΩΣ ŘǳŜ ŦƻǊ 

publication in 2020.97 

!ōǳƴŀƧŜƭŀ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ψa9b! aŜŘƛŀ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΩ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǇŀƎŜǎΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ 

on the Israel page of the Amnesty website, he is referenced alongside Sara Hashash for 

media enquiries:98 

 

Which means if you are a member of the press and want information on Israel, Amnesty are 

directing you towards Sara Hashash (page 75) or a graduate of the Islamic Uni in Gaza. 

His Twitter account and Facebook profile display basic, obsessive anti-Israel activism.99 

 

 
94 https://www.linkedin.com/in/mohammed-ali-abunajela-ph-d-26201a32 
95 http://uobrep.openrepository.com/uobrep/bitstream/10547/601085/1/repository%20version.pdf 
96 https://www.pressgazette.co.uk/bbc-spending-slick-pr-condemned-after-website-reveals-220-press-
contacts/ 
97 https://www.amazon.co.uk/Reporting-Muslim-Brotherhood-Jebril-Nael/dp/1788311604 
98 https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/israel-and-occupied-palestinian-
territories/ 
99 Mohammed-Ali M. Abunajela see https://www.facebook.com/m.alipalestine and 
https://twitter.com/AbunajelaMA 

https://www.facebook.com/m.alipalestine
https://twitter.com/AbunajelaMA
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Most of his posts were in English. Over 90% of AbunajelaΩǎ ΨŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ-ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎΩ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

Facebook activity in English were posts criticising Israel. Iran was mentioned once, in a post 

attacking Israel ς as was Hezbollah. 

Hamas were criticised once. Most references to Hamas were non-critical. This one has 

Abunajela almost acting as a PR spokesperson for the group: 

 

More troubling, was the different attitudes towards Islam and Judaism. Islam/Muslims were 

referenced explicitly in about 30 tweets. Most dealt with anti-Muslim hatred, were used in 

ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ŀǊǘ ƻǊ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ΨL{L{Ω ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳΦ  

CƻǳǊ ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨWŜǿΩΦ ¢ǿƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨWŜǿƛǎƘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΩ. The others were 

about religious Jewish orthodox sexism. 

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

Jewish (not the Israeli) community.  

A closer analysis of this issue was conducted to see if Mohammed was active in feminist 

issues, which would eȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǇƻǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎ ΨǿƻƳŜƴΩΣ ΨǿƻƳŀƴΩΣ ΨŦŜƳŀƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ 
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ΨŦŜƳƛƴƛǎǘΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘΦ ! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ но ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƎƎŜŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ с ȅŜŀǊǎ 

of twitter activity. 

¶ 1 tweet ς Ahed Tamimi as Wonder Woman. 

¶ 1 tweet ς comment on act of anti-Muslim hatred against Muslim woman. 

¶ 13 tweets ς about Israeli attacks that killed women. 

¶ 1 tweet ς ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎǿƻƳŜƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ LǎǊŀŜƭ ΨŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩΦ 

¶ 1 tweet ς about IDF soldier dressing as woman 

¶ 1 tweet ς general IWD support 

¶ 3 tweets ς congratulatory tweets to Saudi Arabia for allowing women to drive 

¶ 2 tweets ς attacks on Jewish orthodox attitudes towards women 

 

The vast majority (17) of the mentions were explicit attacks on Israel. There was one single 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Řŀȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ р ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ с ȅŜŀǊǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

rights within national borders. There were three positive tweets on feminist attitudes in 

{ŀǳŘƛ !ǊŀōƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣǿŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 

Jewish orthodox. Not a word, not a tweet about any other religion oppressing women. 

This looks exactly like antisemitism. Not that this is a surprise. His own twitter feed is full of 

abhorrent personalities. He has even retweeted the antisemitic conspiracy theorist and 

Holocaust-denying Sarah Wilkinson on 4 occasions.100  

 

 
100 See https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/jewish-social-media-users-respond-in-disgust-to-corbyn-
supporting-accounts-mimicking-holocaust-tweet-1.485794 and 
https://antinazisunited.wordpress.com/2017/09/09/activist-or-holocaust-sarah-wilkinson%E2%80%8F-aka-
swilkinsonbc/ also see PSC report http://david-collier.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/170222_palestine_solidarity_campaign_report.pdf 

https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/jewish-social-media-users-respond-in-disgust-to-corbyn-supporting-accounts-mimicking-holocaust-tweet-1.485794
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/jewish-social-media-users-respond-in-disgust-to-corbyn-supporting-accounts-mimicking-holocaust-tweet-1.485794
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It is unnecessary to list in detail the one-sided, obsessive activism in his posts, and the idea 

ǘƘŀǘ aƻƘŀƳƳŜŘ ƛǎ Ŧƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨƛƳǇŀǊǘƛŀƭΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀōǎǳǊŘ ōǳǘ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴŜ 

more vitally iƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦ ! CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜŀǘ aŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ wŜǘǳǊƴΩΦ 

 

The post addresses the march and raises suggestions to ensure its success. Most of it 

focuses on the peaceful aspects of it. The last three are different ς they are about winning 

the propaganda war on social media. 

¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜŘ ƛǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎƻƳŜΦ Lǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƳŀǊǘȅǊǎΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 

ΨƳŀǊǘȅǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ΨŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΩ ōȅ ΨŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦΩ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

suggesting that Hamas and the Islamic Jihad should refrain from publicly claiming ownership 

ƻŦ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǎΣ ǘƻ ΨƘƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳΩ ŀǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ protestors who have 

been killed. All in order to positively influence international opinion. 

This appears to be the Amnesty International Media Manager for MENA asking terrorist 

ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ IŀƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ WƛƘŀŘΣ ǘƻ ΨǇƭŀȅ ŀƭƻƴƎΩ.101 

 

 
101 !ǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ aƻƘŀƳƳŜŘΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
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CASE STUDY: SAHAR MANDOUR 

Sahar Mandour is Amnesty International's Researcher for Lebanon and Jordan.102 She 

ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ [ŜōŀƴƻƴΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜrs until it ceased publication in 2016.103 When 

she left in January 2017, she began working for Amnesty. 

As a starting point this can be used to highlight the difference between the way Israel is 

treated and the way Amnesty treats every other nation. Is it possible to imagine a world in 

which the 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ aŀΩŀǊƛǾ ƻǊ ¸ŜŘƛƻǘΣ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ 

ΨǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΩ ŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΚ 

{ŀƘŀǊ aŀƴŘƻǳǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΦ104  

From 2014, Mandour was pursuing a masters at SOAS. In fact, Israel seems to have been her 

ǘƘƛƴƎΦ {ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмр ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨFrom Diaspora to Nationalism via 

/ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭƛǎƳΥ ¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ άaŜƳƻǊȅέ ²ƘƛǘŜƴŜŘΣ LǎǊŀŜƭƛȊŜŘΣ tƛƴƪǿŀǎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝ-QueeredΩΦ105 

Make of that what you will.  

The piece displays a total misunderstanding of Zionism, Jewishness, Ashkenazi, Mizrahi and 

the transformative societal processes occurring in Israel. It is beyond the scope to address it 

Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ψŀƴǘƛ-whiǘŜΩ Ǉƻǎǘ-Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǇǎȅŎƘƻōŀōōƭŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇect from a 

masters student at SOAS. We are sure she passed with a distinction.  

{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ψfought, as part 

of her student union, for an academic boycott of IsraelΩΦ106 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ aŀƴŘƻǳǊΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻok post 

when the resolution passed:107 ΨCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΣ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜΩΥ 

 

 
102 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/05/lgbti-community-activism-in-lebanon-a-story-of-
existence-and-oppression/ and https://www.linkedin.com/in/sahar-mandour-a7b50914/ 
103 Sahar worked as an Editor for Assafir between 1998 and Jan 2017. https://www.linkedin.com/in/sahar-
mandour-a7b50914/  
104 Ibid. also see FB page for supplement https://www.facebook.com/palestine.assafir/  and website 
http://palestine.assafir.com/ 
105 https://kohljournal.press/from-diaspora-to-nationalism 
106 https://madamasr.com/en/2018/04/29/opinion/u/treachery-isnt-a-perspective-boycotting-israel-in-
lebanon/ 
107 https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=10205103371936234&id=1601987061 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/05/lgbti-community-activism-in-lebanon-a-story-of-existence-and-oppression/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/05/lgbti-community-activism-in-lebanon-a-story-of-existence-and-oppression/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sahar-mandour-a7b50914/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sahar-mandour-a7b50914/
https://www.facebook.com/palestine.assafir/
http://palestine.assafir.com/
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In the response to that post, she wrote this in Arabic: 

 

²ƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ΨǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ tŀƭŜǎǘƛne.  

Amnesty employed Mandour and she brought that hostility into Amnesty with her: 

 

MandourΩǎ Facebook posts are a mix of Arabic and English, which makes precise calculations 

impossible for someone who does not have a fluent grasp of the Arabic language. However, 

it was reasoned that some basic checks were still possible.108  

Sahar Mandour is based in Lebanon, so it was assumed many posts would have had a local 

flavour. This rendered a search ŦƻǊ Ψ[ŜōŀƴƻƴΩ ǇƻƛƴǘƭŜǎǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

keywords to test bias, in both Arab and English.  

aŀƴŘƻǳǊ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ WƻǊŘŀƴ ŀƴŘ [ŜōŀƴƻƴΦ ΨWƻǊŘŀƴΩ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ŎƘƻǎŜƴΦ 

ΨIŜȊōƻƭƭŀƘΩ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ ΨLǎǊŀŜƭΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘΦ aŀƴŘƻǳǊΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

these terms in both Arabic and English: 

 JORDAN ISRAEL HEZBOLLAH 

 ENGLISH ARABIC ENGLISH ARABIC ENGLISH ARABIC 

 9 5 19 22 4 20 

TOTAL 14 41 24 

 

Another simple test was possible. In 2019, the Amnesty researcher for Lebanon and Jordan 

Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ф Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ Ψ!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩΣ just 6 of them directly from Amnesty 

websites. 

ISRAEL LEBANON SYRIA LGBT 

4 (3 direct) 3 (2 direct) 1 1 (1 direct) 

 
108 Even if the results are not precise in number, they should still be indicative and relatively accurate in 
proportional distribution 
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This indicates that ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ Palestine shares more on Israel than she does on 

ƘŜǊ ΨƻǿƴΩ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜath the Amnesty umbrella. It also indicates 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ŦƻǊ [Ŝōŀƴƻƴ ŀƴŘ WƻǊŘŀƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 

worthy of sharing by their own country researcher. 

¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǎƘŜ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ¢ŀƭŀƭ {ŀƭƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨLǎƭŀƳƻ-progrŜǎǎƛǾŜΩΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

of the positions it had taken up (up until the Syrian civil war), it was viewed as pro-Syrian, 

sympathetic towards Hezbollah and leant towards Pan-Arab nationalism.109  

The Palestinian magazine she edited is far less forgiving. Given Israel is in conflict with 

Islamic Jihad, Hezbollah and Hamas it is difficult to see how anyone editing a magazine on 

the conflict that the Lebanese public would see ŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ!ƳƴŜǎǘȅ 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΩΦ 

The paper opposes Arab state normalisation with Israel. It is fully supportive of the 

ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩΦ Lǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ IŜȊōƻƭƭŀƘ ōȅ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

Arab states.110   

In any ŜǾŜƴǘΣ aŀƴŘƻǳǊ ǎŜŜǎ IŀƳŀǎ ŀǎ ΨƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜΩΣ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀǎ ΨƛƭƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

actively opposing Israel, which includes political activism at a UK university to pass boycott 

motions. She wrote academic papers that are clearly anti-Israel in nature and edited a pro-

Palestinian newspaper. Mandour clearly views Israel as illegitimate and actively opposes it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
109 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/As-Safir and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_14_Alliance and 
https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/pan-arab-paper-al-safir-paper-may-not-close-down-1.1698944 and 
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2016/12/9/lebanons-as-safir-newspaper-to-close-after-42-years and 
https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/al-safir-to-officially-close-in-january-1.1943516 and also https://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/authors/talal-salman.html 
110 There are many examples to see just surfing through the website. This is one 
http://palestine.assafir.com/Article.aspx?ChannelID=106&ArticleID=3553 The Arab states attacking Hezbollah 
should be seen in the context of the Arab state opposition to Hezbollah providing assistance to Assad. It is 
therefore perfectly in line with the pan-Arab, pro-Syrian stance of the mother paper. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/As-Safir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_14_Alliance
https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/pan-arab-paper-al-safir-paper-may-not-close-down-1.1698944
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2016/12/9/lebanons-as-safir-newspaper-to-close-after-42-years
https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/al-safir-to-officially-close-in-january-1.1943516
http://palestine.assafir.com/Article.aspx?ChannelID=106&ArticleID=3553
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CASE STUDY: LAITH ABU ZEYAD 

At the UN Laith Abu Zeyad ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎ ŀƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ΨōǊƛŜŦŜǊΩ.111 Al Jazeera describe 

ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ŀƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ΨLǎǊŀŜƭκtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊΦ112  !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ŀ ΨǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦΩ113 

Given his explicit input into the UN on the Airbnb campaign and his article in Al-Jazeera it 

can be assumed he worked heavily on the campaign.114  

 

This from a source who often retweets the rantings of raw anti-Israel activists. He has 

retweeted BDS Egypt and Electronic Intifada.115  

 

 

 

 
111 https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Briefing-by-Amnesty-International-Notes.pdf 
112 https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/tripadvisor-corporate-irresponsibility-190726195632692.html 
113 https:// www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/06/state-of-palestine-amnesty-staff-member-arbitrarily-
detained-and-tortured-by-palestinian-security-officers/ 
114 https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Briefing-by-Amnesty-International-Notes.pdf 
115 The retweet of Egypt BDS https://twitter.com/BdsEgypt/status/1164465613521035266 it is related to 
terrorism charges against the head of BDS in Egypt.  

https://twitter.com/BdsEgypt/status/1164465613521035266
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He recently retweeted a revolutionary socialist group in Egypt that has ties to the Muslim 

Brotherhood. It was about the death of Morsi, a leader of the Muslim Brotherhood.116  

 

 

Abu Zeyad also recently shared this, from an outlet viewed as pro-Assad and pro-

Hezbollah.117  

 

 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΣ !ōǳ ½ŜȅŀŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨtC[t ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜΩ !ŘŘŀƳŜŜǊΦ118  

If we include the BDS Egypt tweet that was concerned with the arrest of someone with 

possible ties to the Brotherhood, the underlying sympathies visible here are troubling.  

 
116 For more on the Revolutionary Socialist group 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolutionary_Socialists_(Egypt) 
117 The translation of the article is here 
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=ar&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fal-
akhbar.com%2FOpinion%2F274995 for more on the outlet Al Akbar news read here 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Akhbar_(Lebanon) Even Max Blumenthal quit the outlet because its pro-
Assad stance was even too toxic for him https://therealnews.com/stories/mblumenthal0621 
118 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/youngest-israeli-prisoner-12-year-girl-160317064812932.html 
and see https://www.ngo-monitor.org/ngos/addameer/ 

https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=ar&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fal-akhbar.com%2FOpinion%2F274995
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=ar&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fal-akhbar.com%2FOpinion%2F274995
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Akhbar_(Lebanon)
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/youngest-israeli-prisoner-12-year-girl-160317064812932.html
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He retweeted this account on more than one occasion: 

 

 To highlight what Zeyad associates with, this was a recent tweet from that account: 

 

This is a news report of a terrorist attack that took place on August 23rd, 2019. 17-year-old 

Rina Shnerb who had been hiking with her brother and father was killed in the blast.119 

The tweet links to a news article on the ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŀōƛŎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀ ΨǎŜǘǘƭŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ120 The Hebrew headline suggests 1 

person has received life-threatening injuries and two others have been badly hurt.  

Her tweet simply gives this terror attack a smiley face. This is what Amnesty aligns with. 

 
119 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-49447035 
120 https://twitter.com/qudsn/status/1164820323784515585 
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There is more evidence on Abu Zeyad. After I had published the teaser on Hind Khoudary, 

the terrorist supporting Amnesty consultant from Gaza, Abu Zeyad deleted his Twitter 

account:121 

 

It could be argued that it is a coincidence that two Palestinian anti-Israel Amnesty activists 

deleted their accounts for a reason unconnected to the research. A far more likely scenario 

is that this is an attempt to hide evidence. As the research suggests their true opinions are 

toxic and the input these people have is deliberately skewed, there are many reasons that 

they would be wary of research such as this.  

The account eventually returned.122 Only a few hundred tweets were left on the account. 

Many tweets have clearly been deleted. !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ²ŀŀŘDƘΩ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 

that had tweeted the happy face suddenly protected her tweets at the same time:123 

 

 

 
121 When I was fact-checking some of the claims in the report, I noticed the account had gone. 
https://twitter.com/laithzia 
122 https://twitter.com/ laithzia 
123 https://twitter.com/wa3dghantous 
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ThŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ψōƛǘ-ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ǾƻƛŎŜΩ on which 

Amnesty relies to provide information and legitimacy for their anti-Israel campaigns:1  

 

On the question of Israel, perhaps far beyond, Amnesty is not a human rights NGO anymore 

ς a structural reliance is dragging them ever closer to raw anti-western, anti-Israel activism.  

On 4 Sep 2019 Amnesty published yet another report on Israel. On the face of it, he report ς 

about discrimination faced by Israeli Arab lawmakers ς appears farcical.1 The direction is 

clear. Amnesty insiders are working on Amnesty labelling Israel an Apartheid state and 

ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ .5{Φ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ΨƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ 

but rather an NGO actively supporting those who seek the destruction of Israel. 

The tweet that shared the new report by Laith Abu Zeyad is soon spread around: 
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Shared by governments? Lawmakers? No of course not. It was created for and shared by 

groups like these ς the anti-Israel BDS network. 

 

 

 

Amnesty has shifted from an organisation that was deserving of respect into an obsessive 

twisted movement, working for hate groups, that should have doors firmly slammed shut in 

front of them.  
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CASE STUDY: MARK DUMMETT 

Mark Dummett is !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ΨIŜŀŘ ƻŦ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩΦ124 This is important 

because this makes him ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƳƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘƛŎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ 

climate changeΩ.125  

He would also have a mountain of work on human rights issues such as child labour, conflict 

minerals, modern slavery and the regional effects of destructive oil activities.126  

5ǳƳƳŜǘǘΩǎ tweets for the last 200 days were analysed. In total he posted an original tweet 

102 times.127  

To add context, a major court case took place in 2019 regarding Shell Oil activity on Ogoni 

lands in Nigeria.128 There was also ongoing violent confrontations between miners and the 

army in the DRC.129 This would naturally be reflected in 5ǳƳƳŜǘǘΩǎ output.130 

ISRAEL / PA /GAZA 25 SAUDI ARABIA 1 

NIGERIA 23 GHANA 1 

DRC 15 ZAMBIA 1 

GENERAL 15 SYRIA 1 

SHELL 6 SIERRA LEONE 1 

REMAIN / BREXIT 4 BANGLADESH 1 

ANTI-FACEBOOK 3 GHANA 1 

SAUDI ARABIA 1 TANZANIA 1 

 

The global issue that ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ Human Rights more than 

ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ нлл WŜǿƛǎƘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ΨŀǊŜŀ /Ω ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

West Bank.131 For Dummett, the cobalt or blood diamond industries, child labour, modern 

slavery and the contribution of dirty supply chains to climate change clearly do not warrant 

 
124 This is the title Amnesty give him here 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/05/nigerianetherlandsshell-ruling-a-vital-step-towards-
justice/ 
125 https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change/ 
126 See examples - child labour https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/01/Child-labour-behind-smart-
phone-and-electric-car-batteries/  conflict minerals & modern slavery 
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/events/2016/March/Is-the-Cobalt-In-Your-Products-Contributing-
to-Human-Rights-Abuses oil https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/ney3pg/how-an-execution-20-years-ago-
shaped-the-fight-against-oil-pollution-in-the-niger-delta 
127 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/markdummett 
128 Ogoni https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/shell-involvement-execution-ogoni-nine-nigeria-be-
decided-courtand https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/12/ogoni-widows-testify-the-
hague-shell-alleged-complicity-killings  
129 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr62/0625/2019/en/ 
130 Shell were referenced 6 times without explicit mention of Nigeria. It is accepted that the argument could be 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΣ ǘƘǳǎ ōǊƛƴƛƴƎ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǘƻ нфΦ Lǘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŘŜǊŀƛƭǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 
event,, that would be to suggest the only problem with Shell today is a historical event in Nigeria, which given 
the state of the oil industry, would be an absurd position to take. 
131 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-47881163 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/01/Child-labour-behind-smart-phone-and-electric-car-batteries/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/01/Child-labour-behind-smart-phone-and-electric-car-batteries/
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/events/2016/March/Is-the-Cobalt-In-Your-Products-Contributing-to-Human-Rights-Abuses
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/events/2016/March/Is-the-Cobalt-In-Your-Products-Contributing-to-Human-Rights-Abuses
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/ney3pg/how-an-execution-20-years-ago-shaped-the-fight-against-oil-pollution-in-the-niger-delta
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/ney3pg/how-an-execution-20-years-ago-shaped-the-fight-against-oil-pollution-in-the-niger-delta
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/12/ogoni-widows-testify-the-hague-shell-alleged-complicity-killings
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/12/ogoni-widows-testify-the-hague-shell-alleged-complicity-killings
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as much attention as a few hundred Jewish houses. Once more we see a similar obsession 

on an Amnesty employeeΩs Twitter account: 

 

Dummett was too busy telling people to boycott the Jewish state to worry about other 

global human rights issues. Dummett fronted the Destination: Occupation campaign.132   

 

 
132 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lk7VLsAKIM 
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Up to 4000 people could die as a result of Qatari abuse of migrant workers before the 2022 

World Cup.133 It is encouraging to know tƘŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ΨIŜŀŘ ƻŦ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ 

wƛƎƘǘǎΩ Ƙŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ Ǝƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ !ƳŀȊƻƴ ƛǎ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƛǎ 

changing ƻǊ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴ-dollar garment industry.134 

As an additional point. These are properties listed on Airbnb for Mecca:135 

 

Unless you are Muslim you are not allowed in Mecca at all. Which means none of these 

properties are available to anyone who is not a Muslim. This discrimination exists by law.136 

As of today, there is no petition by Amnesty to delist these properties from the Airbnb 

website and Mark Dummett has never commented on them. 

 

 

 

 
133 https://observatoryihr.org/news_item/labour-conditions-in-qatar-could-result-in-as-many-as-4000-deaths-
before-the-start-of-the-2022-world-cup/ 
134 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/essay/transparency-in-apparel-industry 
135 https://www.airbnb.co.uk/s/Mecca--Saudi-Arabia/homes 
136 https://wikitravel.org/en/Mecca 
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 CASE STUDY RAED JARRAR 

Raed Jarrar is the Middle East and North Africa Advocacy Director for Amnesty USA. He was 

born in LǊŀǉ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ΨƘŀƭŦ-PalesǘƛƴƛŀƴΩ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ137 

He joined Amnesty in 2017: 

 

Lƴ ŀ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ΨǿƻǊŘ ŎƭƻǳŘΩ ŦƻǊ 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ¦{!Ωǎ a9b! 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ138 

 

Israel, Israeli Palestinians and Trump. Nobody else gets a look in. The issue here is clear, 

Jarrar was born in Iraq, and raised in Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Iraq. He graduated in 

Baghdad. 

Jarrar made his name through the Iraq War. He co-authored a book on the struggles of living 

in Iraq at the time.139 According to Wiki he set up an NGO that looked at humanitarian work 

Ψƛƴ .ŀƎƘŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŀǉΩΦ  

For a Director of MENA, that gives him a gateway via Amnesty to Iraq, which you would 

logically assume defined his key interests.  

 
137 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raed_Jarrar 
138 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/raedjarrar 
139 https://www.amazon.com/Iraqi-Familys-Inside-First-Occupation/dp/0971679509 



pg. 53 
 

9ȄŎŜǇǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΦ WarrarΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŦŜŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜferences. 817 tweets were 

loaded.140 These were the results: 

Israel 220 Syria 48 

Palestine 132 Iraq 37 

  Saudi 20 

  Egypt 18 

  Jordan 2 

  Lebanon 0 

 

Like with so many at Amnesty, Jarrar ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōǊǳǘŀƭ 

oppression, nor does he direct his interest towards where he experienced hardship.  He 

appears completely obsessed with Israel. 

Jarrar was an anti-Israel activist long before he arrived at Amnesty. He publicly pushed 

donations for the propaganda outfit Electronic Intifada:141 

 

And actively pushed for a full boycott of Israel.  

 

All these obsessive forces are inside Amnesty. Directing it, allocating resources and choosing 

what issues are to be focused on. It is a tragedy that those he left behind in Iraq are 

completely forgotten by one of the people most capable of providing publicity. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
140 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/raedjarrar 
141 https://twitter.com/raedjarrar/status/539970347609911296 
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CASE STUDY: RASHA ABDUL RAHIM 

Just like Sahar Mandour. Rasha Abdul Rahim did her masters at SOAS.142 She is a Deputy 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ¢ŜŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜΣ ŎŜƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ and all the internet 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎΩΦ143 

Abdul Rahim has an active Twitter account.144 Her profile picture is of Jerusalem: 

 

Her twitter feed is full of retweets from hard-core anti-Israel activists. She has also 

ǊŜǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨW{L[Ω ƘŀǎƘǘŀƎΦ145 

 

  

 
142 https://uk.linkedin.com/in/rasha-abdul-rahim-70115a174? 
143 https://twitter.com/amnestytech?lang=en 
144 https://twitter.com/rasha_abdul? 
145 The usŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǎƘǘŀƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǎŜŜ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ L{L{Φ ΨWΩ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ WŜǿƛǎƘ 
the original tweet is here https://twitter.com/RaniaKhalek/status/519517115607695360 

https://twitter.com/RaniaKhalek/status/519517115607695360
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According to the Algemeiner, Abdul Rahim Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǊŀƴǘȅ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ 

activistΩ.146 

This is one of the people directing where Amnesty place the emphasis on all things hi tech. 

Is it any surprise that Amnesty have pushed resources towards fighting an Israel company 

NSO in the courts.147 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻƴƎǎΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

resources and the list of priorities. 

Is there any doubt Abdul Rahim places anti-Israel activity unnaturally high on her list of 

priorities? 

She also retweets accounts like Max Blumenthal and articles providing links to the official 

BDS movement webpage: 

 

 

Her Twitter feed was analysed. There are thirty-five tweets that explicitly mention Hamas. 

Not one is critical of the group. They are either matter-of-fact mentions, deflective or 

defensive. In 35 tweets the human rights activist could not bring herself to attack a radical 

Islamist terror group that imposes severe oppression on all the people living under its rule.  

When a Palestinian says somethinƎ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƘƛƳΥ148 

 
146 https://www.algemeiner.com/2014/02/27/watchdog-group-highlights-anti-israel-credentials-of-amnesty-
internationals-researchers/ 
147 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/israel-amnesty-and-new-york-university-legal-action-prevent-
spyware-attacks 
148 https://twitter.com/Rasha_Abdul/status/492692811746406400 
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This from the same tweet but further down the discussion. A partial defence of Hamas 

ideology. Anything but criticism. 

 

She mentions Pakistan 12 times, none of which appear critical. The tweets either attack the 

US for the use of drones in Pakistan or are positive references to Pakistan for its stance on 

ΨƪƛƭƭŜǊ ǊƻōƻǘǎΩΥ 

 

Hezbollah get 4 mentions; none appear critical. But she has no trouble repeating the 

Apartheid smears of Ben White: 
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Her feed (over 7000 tweets) was searched for the names of some nation states. These were 

the findings: 

Israel/Israeli 432 Iran 36 

Yemen 314 Germany 31 

Saudi 291 Turkey 24 

Syria 119 Lebanon 24 

France  68 India 18 

Iraq 56 Pakistan 12 

China 46 Jordan 4 

 

It should be noted that the Israel references are far larger than they appear. Mentions of 

Palestine, Palestinian, Hamas and so on were not counted to avoid duplication. There were 

over 200 more of these but it was felt unnecessary to examine 7000 tweets more closely. 

Given her role and the level of hi-tech surveillance in China, it is surprising to see China 

receive so few mentions.149 

If we remove retweets and replies, then of the 977 original tweets Abdul Rahim madeover 

160 are connected to Israel:150 That is over 16%. 

This is a list of the accounts she shares the most. Ban Killer Robots is a global NGO 

ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ IŜǊ ǘƻǇ ΨǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭΩ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǎ wƻƘŀƴ ¢ŀƭōƻǘΣ Advocacy Manager for Medical Aid for 

Palestinians.151 She shares MAP more than she does Amnesty or Amnesty Press.  

 

 

 

 
149 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_surveillance_in_China 
150 Search terms Israel, Israeli, Palestine, Palestinian. This time they were filtered for duplicates. 
151 https://twitter.com/rohantalbot 
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CASE STUDY: KRISTYAN BENEDICT 

YǊƛǎǘȅŀƴ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ ƛǎ Ψ/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ς /Ǌƛǎƛǎ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ϧ ¢ŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΩ ŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ 

International.152 Kristyan has an official Syria focus.153 He has been at Amnesty for 16 years. 

Benedict is active on Twitter.154 There is a long history of accusations of bias against him. In 

нлмнΣ ǘƘŜ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƻŦ Ψŀƴǘƛ-Israel biasΩ.155 

In a now deleted 2011 interview on the Labour Friends of Palestine Website, Benedict 

aligned Israel with the worst violators of human rights on the planet:156  

ΨLǎǊŀŜƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƳŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀōǳǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ōŀǎƛŎ 

universal rights ς along with Burma, North Korea, Iran and Sudan, its government has the 

ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀƴǘƻƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦΩ 

As outrageous as that comment is, perhaps it is worthy to look at who is not included as 

much as we should focus on who is. Syria, his own pet project is excluded. In fact, none of 

the Arab states are included.  

He went on to compare Israel to both South Africa and the Soviet Union, holding the 

Apartheid regime and the Soviet empire as comparable examples of unsustainable systems 

brought down from within. As he spoke in Feb 2011 the Arab spring had already erupted in 

Tunisia, Algeria, Oman, Egypt and Yemen. It is notable he did not use these examples.157 

¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ΨǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎΩ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

Arab ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊŜΣ ǎƻ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜȅ ōǳȅ ΨǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 

conflict a money-ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ΨǇƭŀȅǎ ƴŀǎǘȅΩ to make Israelis rich. 

Comparing Israel to the racist and brutal regimes and an oppressive super-power, wrapping 

it all up as a conspiratorial money-ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳǎ ΨŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΩΦ  

Like several others who are listed in this report, Kristyan Benedict also appears to have been 

a member of Palestine Live. This is a toxic, secret anti-Israel group that is overrun with 

antisemitic dialogue. It was publicly exposed in March 2018.158 

 

 
152 https://www.linkedin.com/in/kristyanbenedict/ 
153 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/hagues-announcement-aid-syria-opposition-should-be-
warned-about-war-crimes 
154 https://twitter.com/KreaseChan 
155 https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/amnesty-international-defends-official-accused-of-anti-israel-bias-
1.34415 
156 The page appears to have been deleted sometime in 2015. It is still available via the internet archive 
https://web.archive.org/web/20110505064312/https://www.lfpme.org/articles-p181 
157 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_Spring 
158 http://david-collier.com/exclusive-corbyn-antisemitism/ 
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While there is no suggestion Benedict engaged himself in such activity, he appears to have 

had detailed 1:1 discussions with the founder of the group, Elleanne Green. It is suggested 

that he was willing to allow Green thŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ƘŀƭƭΩ ŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ Iv ŦƻǊ ŀ aŀȄ 

Blumenthal event. 159 

 

Benedict has his fingeǊǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōȅǎǎΦ 9ŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǘ 

was shown that Benedict has a fondness for sharing Ben White tweets. In 2012 Amnesty 

ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ΨtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΥ {ŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

Discrimiƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΩΦ160 It appears Benedict was a key organiser:  

 

In 2014, Benedict compared Israel to ISIS.161 

 

 
159 Blumenthal is beyond hard core hate and anyone seeking any type of balance would have nothing to do 
with him. He has recently been ostracised by anti-Israel outlets who were uncomfortable with his support for 
Assad. He is a conspiracy theorist and has frequently been labelled antisemitic. See 
https://www.algemeiner.com/2017/12/04/salon-mainstreams-the-vile-antisemitism-of-max-blumenthal-and-
joseph-massad/  and https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/189172/max-blumenthal-and-anti-
zionists  and http://www.thetower.org/article/the-pro-palestinian-left-is-tearing-itself-apart-over-syria/ and 
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/comment/2018/5/29/being-pro-palestine-and-pro-assad-doesnt-add-up 
and http://david-collier.com/a-distorted-evening-with-max-blumenthal/ and http://david-collier.com/my-
yom-kippur-with-max-blumenthal/ and https://mosaicmagazine.com/picks/israel-zionism/2019/08/max-
blumenthals-progression-from-israel-hater-to-putin-shill/ 
160 Ben White is a British extreme anti-Zionist. He has also been accused of antisemitism. See more on Ben 
White here https://ukmediawatch.org/in-their-own-words/ben-white/ for the book see 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0745332285 
161 https://twitter.com/adamlevick/status/529957731529412608 

http://www.thetower.org/article/the-pro-palestinian-left-is-tearing-itself-apart-over-syria/
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/comment/2018/5/29/being-pro-palestine-and-pro-assad-doesnt-add-up
http://david-collier.com/a-distorted-evening-with-max-blumenthal/
http://david-collier.com/my-yom-kippur-with-max-blumenthal/
http://david-collier.com/my-yom-kippur-with-max-blumenthal/
https://ukmediawatch.org/in-their-own-words/ben-white/
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At another Amnesty event in 2011, Benedict told a panellist there was no point speaking to 

Richard Millett, a Zionist blogger who was present ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƪΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ 

ŘŜƴƛŜǊΩΦ IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ aƛƭƭŜǘǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ΨǎƳŀŎƪ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ 

Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōŀƭŘ ƘŜŀŘΩΦ162 There is a recording of the incident that implies there was an original 

threat that was even worse than the one caught on tape.163 

Outside of his key focus Syria, and one of the active hotspots in the world today Hong Kong, 

ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ΨǿƻǊŘ ŎƭƻǳŘΩ ƻŦ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘΩǎ нлмф ǘǿŜŜǘǎΣ ƛǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ 9ǾŜƴ 

{ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ ŀƴŘ LǊŀƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛst.164 

 

.ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŦŜŜǘ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǳǎŜǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ Iƛǎ нлмф 

tweets were analysed.165 Syria was removed from the equation because that is the focus of 

his job and it is accepted that he posts consistently on the subject. is reach is global, and he 

referenced 37 separate nation states: 

Israel 114 Hamas / Gaza 3 Azerbaijan 1 

Hong Kong 56 Algeria 3 Yemen (not Saudi) 1 

Saudi Arabia 48 Libya 3 Oman 1 

United Kingdom 41 Egypt 2 Zimbabwe 1 

USA 38 North Korea 2 Morocco 1 

Sudan 31 Turkey (not Syria) 2 Brazil 1 

China (not HK) 28 UAE 2 France 1 

Venezuela 19 Rwanda 1 Argentina 1 

Iran  10 Brunei 1 Sweden 1 

Lebanon 8 Bahrain 1 Nicaragua 1 

Russia (not Syria) 5 Ecuador 1 Australia  1 

Burma 3 New Zealand 1 General, non-specific 36 

Bosnia 3 Guatemala 1 Total logged 474 

 
162 https://richardmillett.wordpress.com/2011/04/13/amnesty-event-israel-soldier-used-broken-glass-to-cut-
magen-david-into-palestinian-boys-forearm/ 
163 https://richardmillett.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/dw_b0204.wav 
164 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/KreaseChan 
165 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/KreaseChan retweets and replies were discounted.  

https://socialbearing.com/search/user/KreaseChan
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The results of this analysis are truly shocking. Almost 20% of the tweets on nations other 

than the Syrian state are about Israel. The obsession is both blatant and inexcusable. It was 

no surprise to learn Benedict got into trouble over a tweet many considered antisemitic.166 

According to OCHA, there have been 87 Palestinian fatalities in 2019, the vast majority were 

men of fighting age.167  

In Afghanistan alone in 2019, casualty figures are estimated at over 31,000.168 Not that you 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘΩǎ ǘǿŜŜǘǎΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ нлмфΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ Ƙƛǎ 

last direct reference to Afghanistan was a March 2018 tweet, which he probably only made 

because it gave him an opportunity to attack Israel:169 

 

Benedict puts Israel alongside Afghanistan, the Congo and Myanmar. This is not rational, nor 

is it acceptable.  

.ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΦΩ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 

in inviting extremists to Amnesty HQ for events and pushes campaign after campaign 

against Israel.  

Benedict made more tweets poking fun at and belittling milk shake attacks on those who he 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 

difficult because his last explicit tweet on Kashmir was in 2012. 

But there are other oddities. It is over 4 years since his last explicit critical tweet about 

Pakistan. That is 4 years.170 LŦ ǿŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 

time he posted an explicitly critical tweet on Pakistan he has posted 608 tweets on Israel. 

 

 
166 https://www.timesofisrael.com/amnesty-uk-campaign-manager-in-hot-water-over-jewish-mps-tweet/  
167 https://www.ochaopt.org/data/casualties 
168 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts 
169 https://twitter.com/KreaseChan/status/971380210976387072 
170 https://twitter.com/KreaseChan/status/556049935620374528 



David Collier, December 2019 report - Amnesty 
 

His only explicit mention of Qatar in two years was in critical commentary on the UAE.171 

  

It is just the same old story that is visible every time the research scratches the surface of 

Amnesty international. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
171 https://twitter.com/KreaseChan/status/1092832197613105152 
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CASE STUDY: SAMAH HADID 

Samah Hadid is a former Middle East Director of Campaigns.172 Hadid took up the role in 

2016.173 Hadid is an Australian Muslim.174 She appears to have Lebanese heritage.175 When 

Amnesty opened the Beirut office, Hadid went to work there.176 

Hadid is active on Twitter and has been since 2010. She has made over 24000 tweets. Many 

ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ 

issues. 

HadƛŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǿell as quantitative perspective. 

IŀŘƛŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ рл ǘƛƳŜǎ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ΨLǎǊŀŜƭΩΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨWƻǊŘŀƴΩ ƻƴ ом ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΣ мр ƻƴ ΨvŀǘŀǊΩΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƻƴ ΨYǳǿŀƛǘΩ ŀƴŘ 

ƻƴŎŜ ƻƴ ΨhƳŀƴΩΦ  

Hadid has tweeted 1лл ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ψ[ŜōŀƴƻƴΩΦ  IŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ о 

times explicitly about Hezbollah. None of these tweets were critical of the terror group. 

IŀŘƛŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩ ƻƴ по ƻŎŎŀsions. This allows for a direct qualitative 

analysis ƻŦ IŀŘƛŘΩǎ рл ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎ ΨLǎǊŀŜƭΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ по ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎ ΨtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩΦ   

 ! ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΦ IŀŘƛŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊΩΦ {ƻ ŘƛŘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ 

one of the worst records on human rights in the world. Hadid tweeted about them 43 times 

and Israel 50. A fairly even number.  

 

Let us first look at one of her other tweets. In the summer of 2012, Mohamed Morsi gained 

power in Egypt. He was the Muslim Brotherhood candidate and was intent on drafting a 

ƴŜǿ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǎƘǊƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ Ψ{ƘŀǊƛŀ ƭŀǿΩΦ177  

 
172 IŀŘƛŘΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ΨŦƻǊƳŜǊΩ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ǎŜŜ https://twitter.com/samahhadid it must be a 
recent departure because in March 2019, she still held the position 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/03/saudi-arabia-women-activists-persecuted-under-bogus-
charges/.  
173 https://www.linkedin.com/in/samahhadid/ 
174 http://www.crescentsofbrisbane.org/Newsletter/CCN0284.asp 
175 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Minorities/No.18-March-April2009.pdf 
176 https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2017/02/amnesty-international-strengthens-human-rights-
presence-in-mena-with-new-office-based-in-lebanon/ 
177 See https://foreignpolicy.com/2012/06/07/brother-number-one/ and 
https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2012/06/25/egypts_mohammed_morsi_moves_into_mubaraks_presid
ential_office_meets_with_military.html for more on the Brotherhood see 

https://twitter.com/samahhadid
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/03/saudi-arabia-women-activists-persecuted-under-bogus-charges/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/03/saudi-arabia-women-activists-persecuted-under-bogus-charges/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2012/06/07/brother-number-one/
https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2012/06/25/egypts_mohammed_morsi_moves_into_mubaraks_presidential_office_meets_with_military.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2012/06/25/egypts_mohammed_morsi_moves_into_mubaraks_presidential_office_meets_with_military.html
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In October 2012 Morsi joined in a prayer that called for the dispersal of the Jews: 

ΨOh Allah, disperse them, rend them asunder. Oh Allah, demonstrate your might and 

greatness upon them.Ω178 

hƴ нн bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ aƻǊǎƛ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎƻǳǇΩ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨLǎƭŀƳƛǎǘ-

ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ 179 

IŀŘƛŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǿŜŜǘ ƻƴ aƻǊǎƛ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ннΦ180 

 

CƻǊ IŀŘƛŘΩǎ ōŜƴŜfit it has to be assumed that the Morsi compliment is entirely unconnected 

with either his blatant antisemitism, his Brotherhood/Islamist ideology or the timing of his 

political takeover. There was a cessation of hostilities between Hamas and Israel at this time 

brokered by Egypt.181 Even so, for this to be the only time during this period that Hadid 

explicitly mentioned Morsi in her tweets and, for it to be an open and unqualified 

compliment, still appears odd. 

Which brings us to the qualitative comparison. All the 93 tweets that mentioned either 

ΨLǎǊŀŜƭΩ ƻǊ ΨtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘΦ CƻǳǊ ƪŜȅ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΦ 

Positive: A tweet that contained a compliment or positive message 

Irrelevant: A tweet that carried mention of Israel or Pakistan ōǳǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ 

Or a tweet that was not political in nature. 

Negative: A tweet that contained criticism or a negative message 

Unclear: A tweet that was ambiguous or unclear. Neither obviously positive nor negative. 

An example of a positive Tweet: 

 

The tweet is unambiguous and clearly praises Pakistan.  

 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/30/world/middleeast/is-the-muslim-brotherhood-terrorist.html and 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim_Brotherhood 
178 https://www.memri.org/tv/egyptian-president-morsi-joins-preacher-prayer-dispersal-jews 
179 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/nov/23/protests-egypt-presidential-decree 
180 https://twitter.com/samahhadid/status/271406758604439554 
181 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/nov/21/gaza-ceasefire-announced-cairo 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/30/world/middleeast/is-the-muslim-brotherhood-terrorist.html
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!ƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΩ ǘǿŜŜǘΥ182  

 

An explicit mention but is related to natural tragedy, a lack of reporting in the west and 

clearly carries no political positive or negative messaging relevant to Pakistan. 

 

!ƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜΩ ǘǿŜŜǘΥ 

 

 

!ƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ΨǳƴŎƭŜŀǊΩ ǘǿŜŜǘΥ 

 

The tweet may carry some implied critical undertones, but it is directed more towards the 

UK than to Pakistan.  

The forty-two Pakistan related tweets were split into the 4 categories: 

POSITIVE IRRELEVANT NEGATIVE UNCLEAR 

16 7 13 7 

 

What is also important is that 8 of the 13 negative tweets came in 2011 and there has been 

ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǿŜŜǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ т years.183 It should also 

be mentioned that negative tweets were often ŀōƻǳǘ ΨŀǊƳŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

government policies or state sponsored abuse. 

Not one tǿŜŜǘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ 

about specific laws or about acts of violence. 

 
182 Clearly the issue of irrelevance is directed towards the lack of relevance as a political comment on Pakistan 
and has nothing to do with the tragic loss of life. 
183 A Tweet about the death of Sabeen Mahmud 
https://twitter.com/samahhadid/status/591975320888180737 
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LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ рл ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΥ 

POSITIVE IRRELEVANT NEGATIVE UNCLEAR 

0 1 47 2 

 

The bias was clear. These were the four tweets Hadid made about Pakistan in 2012:184 

 

 

There was not a single tweet about Israel that was comparable to any of these. Nor at any 

time were there tweets about Pakistan that implied conspiracy, like this one on Israel and 

WikiLeaks: 

 

 

 

 
184 https://twitter.com/search?q=pakistan (from%3Asamahhadid) until%3A2012-12-31 since%3A2012-01-01 
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Nor a tweet about Pakistan that suggested the nation was actƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ΨƳƻƴǎǘŜǊΩΥ185 

 

On Israel Hadid frequently pushes the boycott, talks about apartheid and references 

genocide. On Pakistan there are posts such as this: 

 

In percentage terms: 

 POSITIVE IRRELEVANT NEGATIVE UNCLEAR 

ISRAEL 0% 2% 94% 4% 

PAKISTAN 37% 16% 31% 16% 

 

One last incident of note. In 2011 Hadid posted several criticisms of violence in Pakistan. She 

also tweeted this:186 

 

I could find no reference to this death threat online, so there is no indication of who Hadid is 

directing the comment towards. She clearly believes she faced some threat. 

The one piece of evidence that does exist however is that Hadid did stop tweeting criticisms 

of Pakistan. It may well be a complete coincidence but of the thirteen negative comments 

on Pakistan, 11 (85%) were posted in 2010-2011 and only 2 (15%) between 2012 and 2019. 

Further, both of the more recent negative tweets are references to non-governmental 

actors in Pakistan.187 

It may be completely circumstantial but after 2011 Hadid did stop tweeting abƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŀǿŦǳƭ 

ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩΦ 

 
185 ¢ƘŜ ΨƳƻƴǎǘŜǊΩ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ IŀŘƛŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ 
https://www.smh.com.au/world/israel-refuses-to-alert-us-over-iran-attack-20111113-1ndq4.html 
186 https://twitter.com/samahhadid/status/23543966502748160 
187 https://twitter.com/samahhadid/status/544816918692372480 and 
https://twitter.com/samahhadid/status/591975320888180737 

https://twitter.com/samahhadid/status/544816918692372480
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Does this give evidence of another element of the Amnesty bias?  

It is true that Hadid displays an unnatural and unforgiving bias against Israel. Her tweets do 

not treat Israel as a legitimate state comprising ǊŜŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƳƻƴǎǘŜǊΩ ǎǘŀǘŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎǘǎ ΨƛƴǎŀƴŜƭȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳΣ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŀƴd exaggeration. No sign 

ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛōƭȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ 

But what about a silent bias? Is Hadid also less critical on Twitter towards nations such as 

Pakistan because she knows the rules and is aware of the dangers? Is this a silent part of 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ς those topics that people are scared to talk about?  
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CASE STUDY: ASHFAQ KHALFAN 

!ǎƘŦŀǉ YƘŀƭŦŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀǿ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛŎȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩ ŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ Iƛǎ 

main area of expertise is sustainability and his shared content reflects his primary 

interests.188 He has a Twitter account but is not highly active.189 

This is the hashtag cloud generated from the account:190 

 

We can see yet another high-ranking Amnesty official who places Israel high on the agenda. 

The vast majority of his tweets were about climate change, sustainability or the effects of 

conflict, such as illness or refugees. These were by far the majority of his tweets. He rarely 

discussed nations outside of these contexts. 

 Whilst the numbers were not high for any specific nation outside of Europe or the US 

(where the main focus was the environment or US racism), Israel still came out on top. 

There were 15 tweets on Israel in total, all negative. He shared petitions, called for ICC 

investigations, called for a ban on arm sales to Israel, attacked settlements and so on. Whilst 

he found the time to attack Israel 15 times, he made these other tweets: 

¶ Lebanon 3: All about their absorption of refugees 

¶ China 1: About the Muslim concentration camps 

¶ Bahrain 0: 

¶ Syria 4: 3 of these were about the US strikes.  

¶ Qatar 0: 

¶ Jordan 1: about their absorption of refugees 

¶ Iraq 4:  Only 1 was explicitly negative, the others were about ISIS or other nations 

arming militias 

¶ Egypt 0: 

 

 
188 http://www.cisdl.org/team/dr-ashfaq-khalfan/ 
189 https://twitter.com/ashfaqkhalfan 
190 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/ashfaqkhalfan 
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Ashfaq was included in the report chiefly because Amnesty are part of the demonisation 

ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ L// ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ191 

Ashfaq makes 16 references to the ICC on Twitter: 

GENERAL ISRAEL AFGHANISTAN KENYA MYANMAR UGANDA DRC 

4 3 3 2 2 1 1 

 

This type of statistic highlights the huge gap between the real world and the way Israel is 

viewed by key Amnesty staff. Ashfaq places Israel alongside the DRC and Afghanistan. Worst 

ǎǘƛƭƭ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ !ǎƘŦŀǉΩǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ L// ŎŀǎŜǎΦ hƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛǎ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ 

suggesting that a nation not at the ICC belongs there. 

In an India/Pakistan comparison There were two explicitly negative tweets on India: 

 

On Pakistan there were only two tweets. Neither negative: 

 

 
191 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/02/israel-opt-findings-of-un-inquiry-into-gaza-killings-
must-pave-way-for-justice-over-war-crimes/ 
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This qualitative issue is crucially important. Every mention of Israel is explicitly negative, and 

ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΩ ǇƻǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƳ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ 

Israel from the context of a demon state and every post, every comment, treats it that way. 

This is an example. 

For a counter example take Saudi Arabia. This type of qualitative difference is stark. In a 

Facebook post, Ashfaq references Mecca without drawing any connection to Saudi Arabia, 

the Yemen conflict or the human rights abuses that occur there ς something you would 

probably not see if it were related to Israel. When it comes to Israel, every potential 

reference is sought out as a means to demonise it. 
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CASE STUDY: DANA INGLETON 

Like Rasha Abdul Rahim, Ingleton is another Deputy Director at Amnesty Tech.192 She has an 

active but not prolific Twitter account.193 This is a word cloud generated by her tweets since 

January 2018: 

 

The only visible name is NSO, an Israeli company.194 Every wŜŀǇƻƴ ƛƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŀǊǎŜƴŀƭ ƛǎ 

turned to face Israel. The obsession is everywhere and ingrained into every visible part of 

the organisation.  

There are 21 stories on the Amnesty tech homepage.195 !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ǘŜŎƘ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ΨtǊƛǾŀŎȅΣ 

{ǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇΩΦ196 19 of the 21 stories deal precisely with that. Issues of free 

speech, surveillancŜΣ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ϧ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻŦƛƭƛƴƎΦ hƴƭȅ н Řƻ ƴƻǘΣ ōƻǘƘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ΨǿŀǊ 

crimesΩ. Amnesty have used some more of their precious resources to develop yet another 

tool to be used against Israel: 

 

 
192 5ŀƴŀΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ Rasha Abdul Rahim is mentioned earlier in the report 
193 https://twitter.com/Ingleton 
194 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NSO_Group 
195 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/technology-and-human-rights 
196 Taken from profilehttps://twitter.com/amnestytech? 



pg. 73 
 

NSO are also one of the subjects in an article on the page. This results in 3/21 of the front 

page being about Israel. In a world of Microsoft, Apple, Facebook, the UK, the US, China, 

North Korea, hackers and hundreds of other major privacy battles, Amnesty Tech have 

covered 14% of the front page with Israel. 

It ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ LƴƎƭŜǘƻƴΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŦŜŜŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘƛǎΦ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ 

ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻǾŜǊ нл҈ ƻŦ LƴƎƭŜǘƻƴΩǎ tweets since January 2018.197 Most of her tweets were 

general in nature. When these are excluded, 90 tweets remain:198 

Israel, NSO 41 Canada 3 Microsoft 1 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 12 Pakistan 3 Sudan 1 

UK 5 Syria 2 Lebanon 1 

US 5 Poland 2 Eritrea 1 

Saudi 3 Robots 1 UAE/Bahrain 1 

Google / China 3 Drones 1   

Google/ Other 3 Nigeria 1   

 

Ingleton may have had a professional reason for almost half of her targeted tweets being 

about an Israeli company. But there is always a professional reason. That is the problem. 

Every department, for whatever reason, makes Israel the primary focus. Remember, her 

colleague, the other Deputy Director, has an image of Jerusalem as her profile picture.  

Ingleton was not a regular Twitter user. In August to September of 2018, she only made four 

tweets. Two were about Israel. This is one of them:199  

 

A Palestinian propagandist, who dresses up as a human rights researcher for Amnesty, had 

an article published in Time magazine. Truly something to celebrate. His name is Maen 

Hammad, there is more on him a little later. 

 
197 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/Ingleton 
198 It is not easy to categorise each tweet accurately but given the overwhelming number of references to the 
LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻƻƪǎΦ 
199 https://twitter. com/Ingleton/status/1040251837083987968 
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CASE STUDY: SARAH HASHASH 

Sara Hashash is the MENA Media Manager at Amnesty.200 She is originally from Lebanon.201 

She was a journalist and had articles published by the BBC, Guardian and the Times.202 

Another Amnesty employee originally from a state still at war with Israel.  

Hashash is active on Twitter. Since mid-July she has tweeted 19 times.203 On 9 occasions the 

Tweet referred to Lebanon, almost exclusively on a single subject. Israel was mentioned 5 

times. Iran was the subject of 2 tweets and Egypt and Syria both shared 1. 

Hashash has been more varied in her subject matter in the past, but Israel is always on the 

agenda. Syria, Iran, Israel and Egypt are her most common topics. As has been shown to be 

the trend before, while other nations can receive neutral or positive mentions, Israel is 

always mentioned in a negative light.204 

Hashash has been included to highlight another example of the political hypocrisy that runs 

through Amnesty International. The image below is of a normal Amnesty International post. 

Refugees have fled devastation and when they are not treated in accordance with 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ƴation is always criticised:205  

 

 
200 https://twitter.com/sarahashash 
201 https://www.facebook.com/sara.hashash.9 
202 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-16534331 and 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/may/08/egyptians-programme-blasphemous-tv-satire and 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/cameron-i-lived-in-the-shadow-of-my-brother-52w8p3f5rr5 
203 As at Sept 11, 2019 
204 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/sarahashash 
205 https://twitter.com/AudreyGaughran/status/787961097638772736 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-16534331
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/may/08/egyptians-programme-blasphemous-tv-satire
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This next example is the reverse. The post is clearly informing the reader of the dire state of 

Palestinian refugees in [ŜōŀƴƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ Ψ!ǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘΩ 

system exists in Lebanon, in which 3rd or 4th ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ΨǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 

education and employment opportunities.206 

In many cases their grandparents and parents were all born on Lebanese soil. This post 

references their plight but suggests the way to end their suffering is to ΨІŜƴŘƴŀƪōŀΦΩ ¢ƘŜ 

post is an attack on Israel, not Lebanon. 

This a political statement that has nothing to do with human rights at all. If this were about 

human rights, there would be a clear and unequivocal demand that Lebanon treat these 

people properly. Instead, in a twisted logic it suggests that Israel is responsible for the abuse 

of refugees in Lebanon. 

This is rank, anti-Israel hypocrisy from Amnesty. Treating these people in a manner in which 

they would treat no other refugee in the world. Rather than petition for their rights in 

Lebanon, Amnesty leaves them to rot, so they can be used to pressure Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 
206 https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/3770/lebanon-apartheid-laws 
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CASE STUDY NADINE MOAWAD 

bŀŘƛƴŜ aƻŀǿŀŘ Lǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ [Ŝōŀƴƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƻƴ ΨŦŜƳƛƴƛǎǘΩ ŎŀǳǎŜǎΦ207 In 2018 she 

ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ a9b! Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴications Manager for Amnesty International.208 

 

Moawad Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǎƘǘŀƎ ΨІ.5{Ω ŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

the profile:209 

 

 

With a BDS hashtag in her profile, there is little point in statistically showing that Moawad is 

ΨōƛŀǎŜŘΩ. Here are just a few tweets for anyone who needs further convincing. 

 

 

 
207 https://youngfeministfund.org/our-team/nadine-moawad/ 
208 https://www.armlebanon.org/sites/default/files/arm_annualreport_online_20190508.pdf 
209 https://twitter.com/nmoawad 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǿŜŜǘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ !ƭƛǎƻƴ ²ŜƛǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ΨLŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ YƴŜǿΦΩ210 

 

bŀŘƛƴŜ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƻǳǊΩ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩΥ211 

 

The ICC for Israel:212 

 

! ǉǳƛŎƪ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ Ψ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ bŀŘƛƴŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ 

ΨLǎǊŀŜƭΩ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǘǿŜŜǘǎΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜǘǿŜŜǘǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΩΦ  

 

There seem to be hundreds of such tweets for her Twitter feed, mostly between 2009 and 

2013. Perhaps this was what attracted Amnesty International. In any event, it is another 

blatant anti-LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ΨƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎΩ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΦ 

 
210 The tweet is here https://twitter.com/nmoawad/status/7092310595 the website it links to is here 
https://ifamericansknew.org/ For more on Weir see 
https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/documents/assets/pdf/israel-
international/Alison_Weir_Backgrounder-NW.pdf 
211 https://twitter.com/ nmoawad/status/15032324583 
212 https://twitter.com/nmoawad/status/493050194817056770 

https://twitter.com/nmoawad/status/7092310595
https://ifamericansknew.org/
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CASE STUDY: PAUL DAWSON 

Paul Dawson is !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨDǳƭŦ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦΩ213 

Amnesty include Iraq ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨDǳƭŦ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩΦ214 !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉǳǘ ¸ŜƳŜƴ ƛƴ 5ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ 

in-tray.215 This gives us a list of eight nations: 

Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain the UAE & Yemen. 

This is a table looking more closely at the human rights situation of the populations in these 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 5ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΥ 

Nation D I 216 F H 217 Government218 Population219 

Bahrain 2.71 12 Authoritarian 1.6m 

Iraq 4.06 32 Hybrid 39.3m 

Kuwait 3.85 36 Authoritarian 4.2m 

Oman 3.04 23 Authoritarian 5.0m 

Qatar 3.19 25 Authoritarian 2.8m 

Saudi A 1.93 7 Authoritarian  32.9m 

UAE 2.76 17 Authoritarian 9.8m 

Yemen 1.95 11 Authoritarian 29.2m 

     

Israel 7.79 78 Parliamentary 
Democracy 

8.5m 

  

A brief comparison was made using Human Rights Watch and Amnesty reports.220 Most of 

the nations above suffer from forced disappearance, absolute rule, application of the death 

penalty, massive discrimination against women and high levels of persecution of gays. They 

also provide little or no access to a functional judiciary. From the list above only Israel, 

which is a functioning democracy, operates to the rule of law, provides access to a 

functional judiciary and has laws protecting everyone from discrimination. Which is why it 

scores so highly in both the Democratic and Freedom House indices. 

Paul Dawson is responsible for reporting on the human rights activities of some of the most 

repressive, backward, abusive and discriminatory nations on the planet. 

It would be an understatement to suggest he has his hands full. 

 
213 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/st-albans/update-our-program-speakers 
214 Iraq can be included because it has access to the Gulf, it can also be excluded because it is not part of the 
GCC https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_Cooperation_Council 
215 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/contact-country-coordinators 
216 The EIU Democracy Index https://www.eiu.com/topic/democracy-index 
217 The Freedom House Index https://freedomhouse.org/report/countries-world-freedom-2019 
218 Using the descriptions from the Democratic index and https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/fields/299.html 
219 Population in millions https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/population-by-country/ 
220 See Qatar as an example https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-
africa/qatar/report-qatar/ and https://www.hrw.org/middle-east/n-africa/qatar 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/qatar/report-qatar/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/qatar/report-qatar/
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Dawson is active on Twitter221 He posts about a single tweet a day. He rarely retweets, so 

almost all his Twitter content is original. 222 

Analysing the output of the last 600 tweets, which covers 569 days, only two identities 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ 5ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ΨǿƻǊŘ ŎƭƻǳŘΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ΨLǎǊŀŜƭƛΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴΩΦ223 

 

 

His actual activity is more widespread, but 16% of his tweets are still about Israel.  

IRAN 117 IRAQ 24 

SAUDI ARABIA 99 YEMEN 32 

ISRAEL / PA / GAZA 95 US/UK 5 

BAHRAIN 42 OMAN 5 

LEBANON 26 JORDAN 6 

GENERAL /NOT RELEVANT 48 KUWAIT 2 

UAE 33 QATAR 7 

SYRIA 57 Ψt![9{¢Lb9Ω όƴƻǘ LǎǊŀŜƭύ 3 

 

We are once more presented with a disproportionate and unnecessary focus on Israel from 

someone who should have far more pressing interests. 

The Bidun are a persecuted minority in Kuwait. According to Amnesty there are over 100k of 

them denied citizenship.224  

It is clear that Dawson knows of them because his twitter feed mentions them in 2014 and 

2015.  

 
221 https://twitter.com/pdawson_amnesty 
222 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/pdawson_amnesty 
223 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/pdawson_amnesty 
224 https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/kuwait/report-kuwait/ 
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Yet he has not mentioned them explicitly since 2016.225  

 

At the time of writing this report, over a dozen Bidun are currently on hunger strike.226 So 

far this does not seem to have been picked up by Amnesty.227 tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψ/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ 

/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΩ ŦƻǊ Yǳǿŀƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ōǳǎȅ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ 

This is important. I would imagine that few people know who the Biduƴ ŀǊŜΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ 

The Bidun, along with other persecuted minorities in the Gulf region, are virtually ignored. 

And that is before we start on the dire situation of migrant workers. If only those Bidun 

were actually Palestinians on hunger strike in an Israel jail. Amnesty would have started a 

mass campaign by now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
225 https://twitter.com/search?q=bidun (from:pdawson_amnesty) since:2017-01-01 Dawson did link to one 
relevant article in 2019, but did not mention them explicitly. 
226 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/30/kuwait-jailed-bidun-activists-hunger-strike 
227 Amnesty mentioned their arrest in a single article in July, but have so far not referenced the hunger strike 
that began in August 
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CASE STUDY: LAURA CARTER 

[ŀǳǊŀ /ŀǊǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ΨwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊκŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΩ ŀǘ 

Amnesty.228 She has been added to the research to highlight just how ethically and morally 

corrupt Amnesty is on the subject of Israel. 

Anyone engaged with issues of sexual orientation should view Israel as a beacon in the 

Middle East, but that logic was never going to carry over into Amnesty. True to form, while 

during 2019 Laura has not tweeted on Saudi Arabia, Iran, Yemen, Somalia or numerous 

other states where you can be killed for being gay, Laura did find time to tweet a few times 

about Israel.229 

This is the one example I think important enough to share. Laura retweeted this from 

Palestinian LGBT group alQaws.230  

 

The story is this. AlQaws had planned to hold an event towards the end of August. In 

response, the PA banned all LGBT activity, going on to say that these activities are ΨƘŀǊƳŦǳƭ 

to the higher values and ideals of Palestinian societyΩ.231  

This anti-LGBT narrative is a disaster for anti-Israel activism. Despite being banned by the PA 

due to the normal pressures applied on gay communities in Muslim majority areas in the 

Middle East, alQaws wanted to make the ōŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŦŀǳƭǘΦ IŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜŜǘΦ 

There is rampant homophobia throughout the Middle East. Gay people run from PA 

persecution. They live in fear of their lives in Gaza. LGBT activity can be met with the death 

penalty in some ME nations and is a taboo subject in most others.  

AlQaws must consider anti-Israel activists galactically stupid if they think anybody in their 

right mind would believe such an ethically redundant absurdity. Let alone be so morally lost 

as to retweet it. We will will ƭŜŀǾŜ [ŀǳǊŀΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

 
228 https://twitter.com/LauraC_AI 
229 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/LauraC_AI 
230 Original tweet https://twitter.com/alQaws/status/1164181496921542656 for more on alQaws see 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Qaws 
231 https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2019/08/19/palestinian-authority-banned-all-lgbt-activities-west-bank/ 

https://twitter.com/alQaws/status/1164181496921542656
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CASE STUDY: SHENILLA MOHAMED: 

Shenilla Mohamed is Executive Director for Amnesty International South Africa. She has a 

relatively active Twitter account.232 {ƘŜ ƛǎ ΨŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘts, social justice, 

ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦΩ 

MohamedΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀƭǎ 

primarily with human rights concerns related to women, education, climate change and free 

speech. Using a keyword search, explicit mentions of states other than SA were analysed:233 

Israel  29 Russia 3 Algeria 0 

Qatar 0 DRC 5 Libya 0 

Egypt 5 Nigeria 7 Chad 0 

Uganda 3 Kenya 10 Angola 0 

Syria 3 Sudan 4 Lebanon 0 

 

Unless Africa is turned upside down, the list makes no sense without an anti-Israel bias. 

Further, there were indications of real hostility. For example, rather than opting to retweet 

the Al Jazeera article that it linked to, Mohamed chose to retweet this vile commentary that 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŜǇƛǘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ŜǾƛƭΩ:234 

 

ThŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ Ƙƻǎǘƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƎƻŘΩ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŜŎƪǎΦ ! ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

ŦƻǊ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎ ΨaǳǎƭƛƳΩΣ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨWŜǿΩ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘΥ ΨaǳǎƭƛƳΩ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ с ǘƛƳŜǎΣ 

with a focus on the persecution of Muslims.  

 
232 https://twitt er.com/amnestyshenilla 
233 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/amnestyshenilla The research looked chiefly for African nations, 
global super-powers and those in the Middle East near Israel 
234 The Al Jazeera tweet was about the death of the medic Razan al-Najjar. See original tweet 
https://twitter.com/kunenephindz/status/1002804990065414144 

https://socialbearing.com/search/user/amnestyshenilla
https://twitter.com/kunenephindz/status/1002804990065414144
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Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻnly once, in reference to fundamentalist Christian attitudes.  

 

ΨWŜǿΩ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ 

ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨwƻƘƛƴƎȅŀΩΦ bƻƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ψ¸ŀȊƛŘƛΩΦ235 

aƻƘŀƳŜŘΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƭƭowed for another test. Most of the Israel/Pakistan/India discussion 

has taken place from within a European geo-political environment. Mohamed presented an 

opportunity to test this bias outside of that paradigm. Mentions of Pakistan and India: 

PAKISTAN INDIA 

2 26 

 

Neither of the tweets about Pakistan were critical.236  

 

 

 
235 This is a straightforward comparison between two oppressed groups suffering extreme persecution. One 
chiefly Muslim, the other Christian. 
236 https://twitter.com/Rabail26/status/988513506659065856 and see also original tweet at 
https://twitter.com/SALSIKandar/status/979397106044633089 

https://twitter.com/Rabail26/status/988513506659065856
https://twitter.com/SALSIKandar/status/979397106044633089
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Only 3 of the India tweets were non-critical. Most were like this: 

 

Shenilla Mohamed provides further evidence that Israel is not the only nation that key 

Amnesty executives display disproportionate hostility towards. There exists a hierarchy of 

bias.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



pg. 85 
 

CASE STUDY: PHILIP LUTHER 

This is not an exercise in careful selection. This research is simply picking at low hanging fruit 

presented to it by Amnesty International.  

Philip Luther was chosen because he is the Amnesty campaigner named in the 26 March 

press release that launched the Amnesty Asylum seeker campaign referenced in the case 

study on page 122.237 Iƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 

Easǘ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩΦ238 

According to Amnesty he covers Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, 

Lebanon, Libya, Morocco & Western Sahara, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 

Tunisia, UAE & Yemen.239  

He has a relatively active Twitter account.240 All the 2019 output was analysed. A total of 

113 tweets were counted. Philip clearly speaks Arabic and the internal Twitter translator 

was used to translate tweets that were not in English. 

There was only one tweet relevant to a country outside his region.  

Iraq, Libya, Morocco, Tunis, ISIS & the UAE only appear to have one explicit tweet reference 

each, although the UAE was mentioned as part of two other tweets on Saudi Arabia.  

Qatar, Bahrain and Algeria had two tweets each. Egypt was mentioned in 4 tweets. Gaza got 

4 tweets; Lebanon got 7. Syria was more complicated because most of the 10 tweets on 

Syria actually attacked the USA. It was considered to split Syria into two to highlight this but 

was eventually considered unnecessary. An example of a tweet counted as Syria but in 

reality, is directed towards the US: 

 

 
237 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/israel-secret-deal-over-deporting-african-migrants-reckless-
and-illegal 
238 https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-luther-a2bab839/ 
239 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde01/9433/2019/en/ 
240 https://twitter.com/philipl uther 
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There were 6 tweets that were general in nature and not country specific. Iran received 17 

tweets. Saudi Arabia and Yemen were combined into one as most references to Yemen 

were about Saudi military activity there. They received 18 tweets. Israel received 34 explicit 

tweets. All negative.  

This positive/negative element is important because it adds a qualitative element to the bias 

that suggests the true level of anti-Israel obsession is far higher and more hostile than 

simply counting references. This for example is a tweet about Syria that talks about 

ΨƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩΥ 

 

If we were to reference this tweet as an example of a campaigner talking about Syria and 

count it the same as the campaigner calling for a boycott of Israel, the end result becomes 

meaningless. This invisible bias that hides behind the qualitative difference in treatment, as 

we witnessed earlier in the use of language, counts for much of AmƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ  

Did they run campaigns against Pakistan? Yes, but they were empty gestures. Unless You 

compare the effort, resources, language, meaning and output, the comparison can be highly 

deceptive. ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ōƛŀǎ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ǿƻǊǎŜ ƛƴ reality than anyone realises. 

Another example of a neutral or positive tweet on Syria: 
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This is a relatively positive tweet about Gaza:241 

 

Luther tweeted about Israel twice as often as he did Iran and Saudi Arabia and unlike 

Syria, about which 30% of the tweets were positive, every tweet on Israel was negative. 

 

The same obsession is visible everywhere. There is no visible sign of the cause of the 

correlation between Amnesty activity and an anti-western, anti-Israel agenda.  Because 

Amnesty is to a large part reliant on the flow of data from its network of staff and 

volunteers, this may be related to their political leanings and where they are willing to 

invest their energies.  

If their recruitment policy carries that inherent bias, then Amnesty would create an 

environment where confirmation bias merely amplifies that influence ς an influence that 

causes it to obsess over Jews in Israel yet ignore blatant human rights violations in some of 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀōǳǎŜ ƘƻǘǎǇƻǘǎΦ !ƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ testing the reach of 

this influence further would be to look ŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

Christians.     

 
241 https://twitter.com/laithzia/status/1110111678086213633 

Tweets

Israel Iran Saudi /Yemen Syria Lebanon Egypt Rest of MENA
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CASE STUDY: OMAR WARAICH, AMNESTY SOUTH ASIA 

¢ŀƪŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ǎƛŀ Ψ/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ5ŜǇǳǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩ hƳŀǊ 

Waraich.242 South Asia covers Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Nepal and 

Afghanistan.243  

 

Waraich has worked for years as a specialist on Pakistan, writing articles for Time Magazine 

and the Independent. 244 Waraich is clearly invested in human rights issues, but despite 

heavily criticising Pakistan writes in a contextualised, respectful manner. This from an article 

in 2016:245 

Following outrage at the December 2014 massacre of over 100 children at a school in 

Peshawar, Pakistan has intensified its fight against militants at home, though human-rights 

groups criticize it for too eagerly favouring military courts, extrajudicial assassinations and 

executions, including those of prisoners who were convicted as juveniles. 

The renewed campaign against militants has yielded results, however, with 2015 seeing a 

48% fall in the number of terrorist attacks, year on year, according to the respected Pakistan 

Institute for Peace Studies. The same report, however, noted that there had been a 7% rise in 

the number of sectarian attacks. 

This carries over into Amnesty International. This recent article is about Afghani refugees in 

Pakistan.246 

At a time when Pakistan is looking to contribute to peace efforts in Afghanistan, there is 

little to lose. This is a chance to not just honour the past forty years but set an example for 

the rest of the world. By doing so, Pakistan can confidently say that it played its part, that it 

did more than they did ς that instead of abandoning refugees, it chose to give them homes. 

Waraich has a publicly accessible Facebook page and an active Twitter Account with 146k 

followers.247 

 
242 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ Ψ/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ Ƨƻō ǘƛǘƭŜ 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/06/pakistan-a-chance-to-show-leadership-on-refugee-rights/ 
aƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŦŜŜŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ΨDeputy South Asia DirectorΩΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
true. See also https://www.omarwaraich.com/about.html.  
243 https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/sub-regions/south-asia/ 
244 See https://time.com/author/omar-waraich/ and https://www.independent.co.uk/author/omar-waraich 
245 https://time.com/4174835/pakistan-iran-saudi-arabia-sunni-shiite/ 
246 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/06/pakistan-a-chance-to-show-leadership-on-refugee-
rights/ 
247 See https://www.facebook.com/waraich.omar and https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/06/pakistan-a-chance-to-show-leadership-on-refugee-rights/
https://www.omarwaraich.com/about.html
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On Facebook he has made just 46 public posts in 2019.248 Only five issues received more 

than three posts: 

 

He posted about India/ Kashmir on thirteen separate occasions, but only made two posts 

about Pakistan, his own personal area of expertise. 

On Twitter he is far more active with over 2600 tweets in the last 6 months.249 Most of these 

ǿŜǊŜ ΨǊŜǘǿŜŜǘǎΩ όмрмлύ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ опм ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ²ŀǊŀƛŎƘ ǘǿŜŜǘǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜŜǘǎ 

were about sport or other non-related issues but the vast majority were about human-

rights.250  

This is a breakdown of the subject matter of the 290 (out of 341) tweets that were 

categorised.251 

US, far-right 53 UK 15 

India / Kashmir 46 Saudi / Yemen 13 

Pakistan 34 China 12 

Islamophobia 26 Myanmar 10 

General human rights 25 Afghanistan 8 

Sri Lanka 24 New Zealand 8 

 
248 As at 10 August 2019 
249 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/OmarWaraich 
250 Waraich likes Cricket and clearly supports Pakistan. See 
https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1146469827222966273 and 
https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1145348051080318976 
251 The list goes back 6 months. Some tweets are difficult to place into a single category, but this has still been 
done, so the accurate count is subjective. An example would be references to the terror attack in New 
½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΦ Lƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ΨLǎƭŀƳƻǇƘƻōƛŀΩ Ŏŀtegory, but I considered that 
ǳƴŦŀƛǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŦŀǊ-ǊƛƎƘǘΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
masǎŀŎǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳƴŦŀƛǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
natƛƻƴΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ²ŀǊŀƛŎƘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΦ aƻǎǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ {Ǌƛ 
Lanka were negative. However, there are also several about the attack on the Churches. The final results 
therefore are indicative, rather than intended to be a strictly accurate result. For New Zealand terror attack 
see. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christchurch_mosque_shootings  For Sri Lanka see 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_Sri_Lanka_Easter_bombings 
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Waraich, Facebook posts 2019

https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1146469827222966273
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christchurch_mosque_shootings
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Israel received 7 mentions, all of them negative, and this was more than Syria and Egypt 

were mentioned combined. The Deputy Director for Amnesty International, a man whose 

role it is to highlight human rights abuse in nations such as Pakistan and Afghanistan, clearly 

seems to think that the US and far-right extremism are the most visibly important things for 

him to share with his followers. Next in line? India.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ пс ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ classed as 

negative. Even though Pakistan was referenced less often, some of the mentions were far 

more positive, or at least, less vindictive: 

 

 

A simple exercƛǎŜΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ΨDŜƴŜǊŀƭΩ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 

targeted address and remove Sri Lanka from the equation to avoid mixed signalsέ 

¶ Most of the mentions of the US were about white racism, supremacism & Trump 

¶ Most of the mentions of the UK were about the far right 

¶ Saudi was mentioned mainly in relation to its attack on Yemen 

¶ China was mentioned mainly in relation to the Uyghurs  

¶ Myanmar was mentioned mainly in relation to the Rohingya  

¶ New Zealand was mentioned mainly in relation to the Mosque massacre 

¶ Islamophobia is self-evident 

 ΨLǎƭŀƳƻǇƘƻōƛŀΩ ƻǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛ-Muslim hatred or violence was always high on the agenda. It 

received more mentions than any other subject and some of those, such as with New 

Zealand, are listed under a country ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ΨLǎƭŀƳƻǇƘƻōƛŀΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ, which in turn 

ΨǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ   
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CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊȅ ΨōƛƎƻǘǊȅ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭΩ ƳƻǾŜŘ hƳŀǊ ǘƻ ǘǿŜŜǘΥ 

 

This is interesting for two reasons. Firstly, it is about the UK and the antisemitism scandal 

that has rocked the Labour Party has even led to an EHRC investigation into the party.252 

Secondly, he uses the Daily Mail as a source. 

Is the Daily Mail now an acceptable source of news for Omar Waraich to use? Would Omar 

retweet any of the hundreds of Daily Mail articles on Antisemitism?253 He would retweet 

Deborah Lipstadt on antisemitism in 2014: 

 

But is unlikely to use her as a source now.254 Since 2015, Omar has tweeted about 

ΨŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳΩ ƻǊ Ψŀƴǘƛ-{ŜƳƛǘƛǎƳΩ ƻƴ му ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ255  

 

It is notable that someone who discusses antisemitism in the UK, is discussing it less now 

than they were in 2015. 

 
252 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-45030552 
253 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?offset=0&size=50&sel=site&searchPhrase=anti-
semitism&sort=recent&channel=news 
254 Lipstadt is an outspoken critic of Jeremy Corbyn and frequently comments on the rise of antisemitism in the 
UK https://twitter.com/deborahlipstadt/status/1123610260688781313 and 
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/deborah-lipstadt-corbyns-labour-softcore-holocaust-denial-acceptable/ 
255 https://twitter.com/search?q=anti-semitism%20from%3Aomarwaraich and 
https://twitter.com/search?q=antisemitism from%3Aomarwaraich 
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His feelings on the subject are not hidden. Anti-Muslim hatred trumps other racism.256 

 

Lǎ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ !ǎƛŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƘŜ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǎǘΩ 

calculation when he decides which particular issues to address? Surely that would mean 

Amnesty would never talk about Israel.  

In the seven tweets that reference antisemitism Omar Waraich made between 2017-2019 

his careful selectiveness betrays his underlying attitude:   

1. An opinion piece dismisses the claim of antisemitism in the Labour Party and attacks 

the IHRA definition257 

2. A Rabbi talks about how he experienced anti-Muslim hatred when he was mistaken 

for a Muslim258  

3. An antisemitic, anti-Hindu incident in Pakistan259 

4. On the rise of antisemitism in Germany260 

5. An article about an antisemitic attack in St Louis, USA that also references how local 

Muslim groups came to help261 

6. A comment about how bad anti-Muslim hatred is (see image on previous page) 

7. An article that belitǘƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴ [ŀōƻǳǊΣ ǘŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ /ƻǊōȅƴΩǎ 

ΨƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇǳǊƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘǎ {ŜŀƳǳǎ aƛƭƴŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

antisemitism.262 

In short, antisemitism exists, but only as he defines it. Because when Waraich does mention 

antisemitism, the sources he uses for anti-Muslim hatred are no longer suitable. Waraich 

Ƙŀǎ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨLǎƭŀƳƻǇƘƻōƛŀΩ ƻƴ нм ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмт ƻǊ олл҈ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 

antisemitism.263 The qualitative difference is even more startling.264  

 
256 This was a response to a tweet that references levels of racism in other countries. His response that 
ΨLǎƭŀƳƻǇƘƻōƛŀΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƛǎ ΨŦŀǊ ǿƻǊǎŜΩ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻΦ 
https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1109145489008521216 
257 https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/983066966666592256 for article see 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/06/opinion/anti-semitism-britain-labour-party.html 
258 https://t witter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1015345126640504833 
259 There is no link to explain what happened, for the tweet see 
https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/941627205855186944 
260 https://t witter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1130857558120419329 for article see 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/21/magazine/anti-semitism-germany.html 
261 https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/834597123895226368 and for article 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/st-louis-responds-to-a-rise-in-anti-semitism 
262 https://twitter. com/OmarWaraich/status/1031272332587753472 for article see 
https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2018/08/17/behind-the-anti-semitism-crisis-of-jeremy-corbyns-labour-party/ 
263 https://twitter.com/search?q=islamophobia (from%3AOmarWaraich) since%3A2017-01-01 
264 An Observer opinion article https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1107243028039630848 

https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/983066966666592256
https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1130857558120419329
https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/834597123895226368
https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1031272332587753472
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Another:265 

 

Another:266 

 

Unlike the 7 references to antisemitism, most of which either downplayed the hatred or 

were actually part of a comment about the level of anti-Muslim hatred, every single one of 

the 21 references to Islamophobia was explicit and addressing the seriousness of it. 

!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ {ŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ΨŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘŜΩ ƻǊ ΨWŜǿΩ ƻǊ ΨWŜǿƛǎƘΩ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмт 

returned only 2 results, both connected to the far right (one in the US, one in Poland). 

{ŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ΨLǎƭŀƳƻǇƘƻōŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨaǳǎƭƛƳΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ over 60 additional tweets explicitly 

connected to anti-Muslim hatred.267 Some examples: 

 

 

Or references to anti-Muslim hatred exceed references to antisemitism by 900%. A key issue 

is surely this: on matters of racism, is anti-Muslim hatred more prevalent in South Asia than 

anti-Christian or anti-Jewish attitudes? 

 
265 A Guardian opinion article https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/17/australians-are-
asking-how-did-we-get-here-well-islamophobia-is-practically-enshrined-as-public-policy 
266 https://twitter.com/OmarWaraich/status/1102135388813119488 
267 See for example here https://twitter .com/search?q=muslim (from%3AOmarWaraich) since%3A2017-01-01 
tweets were discounted that did not explicitly refer to anti-Muslim hatred. 
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On the one hand, the Amnesty South Asia Deputy Director publicly uses a handful of articles 

ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ōŀŘ ŀǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǳǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

argument that anti-Muslim hatred is both rife and understated. This is not an anti-racist 

campaigner. His attitude towards human rights and racism appears influenced by his own 

personal political bias. 

There is nothing wrong with any of this. From a personal perspective, WaraichΩǎ likes, 

dislikes, preferences and opinions are all legitimate. So too his inherent bias. Waraich clearly 

campaigns more forcefully on some human rights issues and that is okay - everybody has 

bias. 

But if it carries over from the personal to the professional this would highlight a clear 

problem and as his tweets on international politics show that much of his public concern is 

directed towards areas where anti-Muslim violence occurs, then it would be logical to 

assume his position on issues between India and Pakistan or Israel and the PA areas are not 

going to treat all sides fairly. 

How can someone who downplays antisemitism ς and clearly thinks anti-Muslim hatred is 

understated and of primary importance ς possibly remain objective when it comes to the 

conflict between Israel and the Arabs? 

This is an Amnesty International decision-maker. There is nothing toxic or malicious visible 

ƛƴ hƳŀǊΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ōǳǘ ōȅ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ōƛŀǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ 

allocating resources, starting campaigns and deciding which issues to highlight he surely 

cannot help but lean towards his own bias. In his region, it would suggest that he gives India 

and Sri Lanka a harder time than Pakistan. If he were asked whether he supports an activity 

against IǎǊŀŜƭΣ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ōŜ ΨȅŜǎΩΦ 

This should not be easily discarded. Amnesty is no more than the sum of its parts. Amnesty 

chose to spread into more political fields. Like all such NGOs it is reliant on the emotional 

energy of its staff and volunteers. They will work harder, dig deeper and advertise more 

strongly those causes that they personally identify with. What happens if bias is duplicated, 

extrapolated?  

Would Omar hire someone that believes antisemitism is rife and anti-Muslim hatred is not 

one of the most pressing issues in the world today? It is unlikely there is a single person 

employed by Amnesty today that would fit such a profile.  

If Amnesty are effectively hiring ideological clones on the key issues of the day, then this 

type of bias ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ Lǘ ƳƻǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƻƪŀȅΩ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

ΨŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎΩ 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴ Ŝǉǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ōƛŀǎŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

any given cause. The more people biased towards a particular cause, the more active 

Amnesty will be and the more skewed their activity.   
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CASE STUDY: RANDA HABIB 

Randa Habib is listed as International Regional Director for MENA.268 !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ 

people with a list of North African and Middle Eastern regimes to be concerned about. 

She has a highly prolific Twitter Account.269 Word and hashtag clouds were generated for 

her last 3200 tweets, spanning to the beginning of March 2019.270 These calculate the most 

common used words and hashtags in her tweets. The only nation state mentioned in the 

word cloud is Israel: 

 

The hashtag cloud is worse. The three most commonly used hashtags were Syria, Israel and 

Iran. When you check the others that are visible in English, there is also ΨIsraeliΩ, ΨNetanyahuΩ 

and ΨGazaΩ. Which means four of the most common used tags are all about Israel. 

 

It was considered unnecessary to explicitly count individual tweets. The two clouds give a 

clear picture. In a region devoid of human rights and destroyed through conflict, Habib still 

somehow manages to fixate on Israel, the only democratic state in the region. It does raise 

the question of whether any of these Amnesty people ever really talk about anything else? 

 
268 https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/04/randa-habib-appointed-regional-director-for-middle-
east-and-north-africa/ 
269 https://twitter.com/RandaHabib 
270 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/RandaHabib 
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! ƭŜǎǎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴΦ ! ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ŎƻǳƴǘΩΦ271 Habib made 3193 

tweets: 80% of her tweets were in English, which is more than enough to provide a reliable 

sample. 

 

Israel was mentioned 500 times: 

 

These are the states in MENA, with their results: 

ISRAEL 500 LIBYA 79 

IRAN 392 OMAN 49 

SYRIA 376 LEBANON 48 

SAUDI ARABIA 209 TUNIS 44 

YEMEN 127 UAE 43 

ALGERIA 119 QATAR 31 

IRAQ 108 BAHRAIN 22 

EGYPT 105 MOROCCO 12 

JORDAN 99 KUWAIT 11 

 

These results could be described as obscene. And it gets worse, because there are more.  

 

 
271 This is not a precise representation, because there can be duplicate mentions in a single tweet. However, all 
things being equal the skew would be evenly spread amongst every keywork checked and therefore the totals 
are certainly indicative. 
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ΨtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨDŀȊŀΩ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ мфм and 106 times respectively. As the previous 

image shows, these can be posted without mentioning Israel. As it was not considered 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǿŜŜǘΣ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛǎ ΨǳƴŘŜǊǾŀƭǳŜŘΩ ŀǘ рллΦ  

Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ΨLǎǊŀŜƭΩΣ which came top with 500 tweets, 

the ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨDŀȊŀΩ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ YǳǿŀƛǘΣ aƻǊƻŎŎƻΣ .ŀƘǊŀƛƴΣ vŀǘŀǊΣ 

UAE, Tunis and Lebanon COMBINED. It must be considered fortunate these are all 

democratic free nations without victims who need AmnŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ 

But Habib is inclǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ƘƻǎǘƛƭŜ 

anti-LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ !Ǌŀō ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ 

Habib is a Christian: 

  

This allows for an interesting experiment. The research has shown that while Israel is 

obsessively attacked, nations such as Pakistan are left alone. All things being equal, Randa 

IŀōƛōΩǎ ǘǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŦŜŜŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

other examples from MENA or other regional employees do. If religion is not a variable that 

affects output, we should logically see no difference.  

Except that is not what was found. There are 97 tweets on Pakistan, many explicitly negative 

and this does not even count retweets. Examples: 
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There is still anti-Israel bias. On Israel, Habib has made an incredible 33 tweets since August 

1, 2019 (40 days at time of writing). On Pakistan she has made just three. But the reluctance 

to criticise Pakistan has gone.272  

All this implies that Habib carries with her the unnatural obsession with Israel that is 

endemic in the Middle East yet does not carry the same reluctance to discuss human rights 

abuse in Pakistan as some of her colleagues do.  

 

 
272 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/randahabib 
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GLOBAL CONFLICT: THE DATA 

 

The world is full of repression, war and the abuse of human rights. Only 39% of its 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨŦǊŜŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ пр҈ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎƛŜǎΦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ 

the 30th ΨƳƻǎǘ ŦǊŜŜΩ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀōƻǾŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳ ŀƴŘ LǘŀƭȅΦ273 

 

 

 

 

 
273 The NGO Freedom House conducts research on democracy, political freedom, and human rights 
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2018 



David Collier, December 2019 report - Amnesty 
 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ψŀ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ƭƛōŜǊǘƛŜǎΩ.274 

 

Since 1950, conflicts increasingly affect non-combatants:275  A study from the Centre of 

Systemic Peace suggests over 250,000 people are killed annually from conflict, almost all of 

them civilians. These are listed as the eight deadliest conflicts of the 21st century.276 

¶ Second Congo War (1998ς2003) 3 million+.277 

¶ Syrian Civil War 500,000+, 4 million displaced.278 

¶ Darfur 300,000 + 3 million displaced.279 

¶ Iraq War (and aftermath) 400,000+.280 

¶ Afghanistan War 120,000+.281 

¶ War against Boko Haram 50,000+, 2 million displaced.282  

¶ Yemini Civil War 91,000+, 2 million displaced.283 

¶ Ukraine Conflict 14,000+, 1.5 million displaced.284 

 

In just 2017 there were 12 million new displacements due to conflict.285 

 
274 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy_Index 
275 https://www.un.org/pga/70/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/01/Conflict-and-violence-in-the-21st-
century-Current-trends-as-observed-in-empirical-research-and-statistics-Mr.-Alexandre-Marc-Chief-Specialist-
Fragility-Conflict-and-Violence-World-Bank-Group.pdf 
276 https://www.britannica.com/list/8-deadliest-wars-of-the-21st-century 
277 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Congo_War 
278 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syrian_Civil_War 
279 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darfur_genocide 
280 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq_War 
281 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Afghanistan_(2001%E2%80%93present) 
282 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boko_Haram_insurgency 
283 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yemeni_Civil_War_(2015%E2%80%93present) 
284 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_military_intervention_in_Ukraine_(2014%E2%80%93present) and 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Donbass 
285 http://www.internal -displacement.org/global-report/grid2018/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_military_intervention_in_Ukraine_(2014%E2%80%93present)
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Since 2008, the total number of deaths in the Israel/Palestinian conflict is 5700, which 

includes all the casualties on all sides in three conflicts. In the last four years the total has 

been 600.286   

²ƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ΨŘŜŀŘƭƛŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎΩ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

Turkey, Pakistan, Egypt have been involved in deadlier conflicts than Israel has.287  

These conflicts have caused more than 10,000 deaths in the last calendar year: 

Afghanistan, Syria, Mexico (drug wars) & Yemen 

These conflicts have caused between 1,000 and 10,000 deaths in the last year: 

Somalia, Nigeria, Iraq, Boko Haram, South Sudan & Libya.  

There are also dozens of conflicts in which less than 1000 fatalities were recorded. Pakistan, 

Colombia, Baluchistan, Turkey, Congo, Ituri, Darfur, Kivu, Sinai, Philippines, Somalia and 

Cameroon all recorded higher recent casualty figures than the Israeli conflict.   

 

 
286 https://www.ochaopt.org/data/casualties 
287 For example see Turkey 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurdish%E2%80%93Turkish_conflict_(1978%E2%80%93present), Pakistan 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insurgency_in_Khyber_Pakhtunkhwa Egypt 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinai_insurgency 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurdish%E2%80%93Turkish_conflict_(1978%E2%80%93present)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insurgency_in_Khyber_Pakhtunkhwa
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A further 500,000+ are kilƭŜŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ΨƛƴǘŜǊǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩΦ288 289 Israel has one of the 

lowest homicide rates in the world.290 

Nor is Israel the oldest of the conflicts. The troubles in Baluchistan, Kashmir, Myanmar, 

Kurdistan and Khuzestan are all as old, or older than the Israel / Palestinian conflict. 

From whichever angle this issue is considered 

¶ Casualties 

¶ Populations involved 

¶ Age of conflict 

¶ Severity of conflict 

¶ Land area 

¶ Intensity 

Israel and the Palestinians should rarely be at the top of the list. An impartial organisation 

would have several targets involving conflict and human rights abuse before it reached the 

subject of Israel. This is also true when we consider gender-based violence:291 

At least 200 million women and girls alive today have undergone female genital mutilation 

Approximately 15 million adolescent girls (aged 15 to 19) worldwide have experienced 

forced sex.292 

Global estimates published by WHO indicate that about 1 in 3 (35%) of women worldwide 

have experienced physical and/or sexual/ intimate partner violence or non-partner sexual 

violence in their lifetime.293 

In many nations the law treats men and women differently. For example, in the Philippines, 

adultery is illegal, but women receive harsher sentences than men.294 

Honour killing is still culturally acceptable in ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 

have estimated that more than 20,000 women are killed worldwide to preserve the family 

ΨƘƻƴƻǳǊΩ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 295 296 

LGBTQ rights.  

 
288 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts 
289 Interpersonal violence is defined as violence between individuals and includes gang and drug related 
cartels. The levels are naturally high where institutions are weak 
https://www.who.int/violenceprevention/approach/definition/en/ for data see 
https://www.un.org/pga/70/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/01/Conflict-and-violence-in-the-21st-century-
Current-trends-as-observed-in-empirical-research-and-statistics-Mr.-Alexandre-Marc-Chief-Specialist-Fragility-
Conflict-and-Violence-World-Bank-Group.pdf 
290 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_intentional_homicide_rate#UNODC's_global_study 
291 https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/facts-and-figures 
292 https://www.unfpa.org/data/dashboard/adolescent-youth 
293 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women 
294 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adultery#Adultery_and_the_law 
295 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honor_killing 
296 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-22992365 

https://www.who.int/violenceprevention/approach/definition/en/
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Many countries in the world criminalise same-sex relationships.297 298 Many have de-facto 

criminalisation.299 In the Middle East, Israel is the stand-out nation in protecting gay 

rights.300 Transgender individuals can serve openly in the IDF.301 One of the leading lights of 

the Likud Party and current Minister for Justice is openly gay.302 It is known that Palestinians 

who suffer abuse have fled to Israel.303 It is not even known how many, because some shield 

their identity to reduce the chance of reprisals against family members. 

Judiciary. 

Many people across the globe exist in nations where the rule of law has crumbled or is non-

existent.304 Thus giving the citizens little recourse to experience justice. In the World Justice 

Project, nations such as Liberia, Ethiopia, Myanmar, Uganda, Cambodia, Bangladesh, 

Nigeria, Bolivia, Cameroon, Pakistan, Zimbabwe, Afghanistan and Venezuela scored 

particularly badly. 

Israel has the most lawyers per capita in the world.305 ¢ƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ƧǳŘƛŎŀǊȅ ƛǎ Ψindependent 

and regularly rules against the government. Over the years, the Supreme Court has played 

an increasingly central role in protecting minorities and overturning decisions by the 

government and the parliament when they threaten human rightsΩ. 306 

Political prisoners. 

ΨtƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƴŘ difficult to define.307 There are currently 4929 

Palestinian prisoners in Israeli custody.308 Some organisations such as War on Want inflate 

ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀƭƭ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǇǊƛǎƻƴǎ ŀǎ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ. 309 

Amnesty do not, partially differentiating between those that have not committed or 

advocated violence and those that have not. 

There are approximately 50,000 prisoners in Turkey charged with or convicted of terrorism 

ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ΨƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΣ ŎƛǾƛƭ servants, teachers and politicians as well as 

police officers and military personnelΩ. 310 The Turkish prison population has risen by over 

400% since 2005.311 

 
297 https://www.theweek.co.uk/96298/the-countries-where-homosexuality-is-still-illegal 
298 https://queerlife.me/2018/03/global-trends-lgbt-rights/ 
299 https://ilga.org/maps-sexual-orientation-laws 
300 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_in_the_Middle_East 
301 https://time.com/4421400/transgender-u-s-military-israeli-army-idf/  
302 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/06/opinion/amir-ohana-israel-gay.html 
303 https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3610674,00.html 
304 http://worldjusticeproject.org/sites/default/files/files/introduction_key_findings.pdf 
305 https://abovethelaw.com/2018/02/the-most-lawyers-in-the-world/2/  
306 https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2019/israel 
307 https://www.rferl.org/a/explainer-political-prisoners/24881810.html 
308 https://www.btselem.org/statistics/detainees_and_prisoners 
309 https://waronwant.org/palestinian-political-prisoners 
310 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/turkey 
311 https://www.prison-insider.com/countryprofile/prisonsinturkey 
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Turkey also has the largest number of journalists imprisoned.312 

 

 

Globally there were approximately 250 journalists imprisoned during 2018.313 

Amnesty International has documented widespread human rights violations in China.314 

/Ƙƛƴŀ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǊǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƴǎ ΨƭŀōƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎΩ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ315 

Amnesty also reports that activists and human rights lawyers are convicted of offences such 

ŀǎ ΨǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƻƪƛƴƎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΩΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ¦ƛƎƘǳǊ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ΨǊŜ-

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǊƛǾŜΩΦ316 

In many nations such as Russia,317 Iran318 and Vietnam319 lengthy prison sentences are 

handed out to those who peacefully oppose the ruling government. Russian journalists are 

prone to premature death.320  

 
312 https://www.statista.com/chart/3310/china-incarcerates-more-journalists-than-anywhere-else/  
313https://cpj.org/data/imprisoned/2018/?status=Imprisoned&start_year=2018&end_year=2018&group_by=l
ocation 
314 https://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/china/ 
315 https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china/report-china/ 
316 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/09/china-up-to-one-million-detained/ 
317 https://www.france24.com/en/20190319-russia-titiyev-titiev-chechen-human-rights-activist-sentenced 
318 https://en.radiofarda.com/a/prominent-women-s-rights-activist-faces-34-years-in-prison/29806520.html 
319 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/03/14/vietnam-6-activists-headed-prison 
320 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_journalists_killed_in_Russia 
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Some nations, such as Syria, do not imprison activists: they kill them.321 Gaza, which is run 

by Hamas, has tortured and executed some of those that oppose Hamas rule.322 Teodoro 

Obiang Nguema MōŀǎƻƎƻ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǉǳŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ DǳƛƴŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ΨǎƪƛƴƴƛƴƎΩ Ƙƛǎ 

ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ IŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ пф ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ΨǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƪƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 

ƎŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅΩΦ323  

TƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Ψto protect people 

ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƴƛŜŘΩΦ !ƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ focus lies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
321 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10338256 
322 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/05/gaza-palestinians-tortured-summarily-killed-by-hamas-
forces-during-2014-conflict/ 
323 https://www.news.com.au/finance/work/leaders/annual-list-ranks-the-worlds-most-brutal-and-notorious-
regime-leaders/news-story/b5df3afc9723862463f3813d3196398f 
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AMNESTY FOCUS 

 

Amnesty have decades of history that is searchable online. The website has an archive 

stretching back over 20 years.324 ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ плΣллл ΨǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΩ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

main account on Twitter has made over 28000 tweets.325  

Most of their key activists also operate Twitter accounts. There are also three major 

Facebook pages with a combined following of nearly 3 million Facebook accounts.326  

Comparisons between Israel and Pakistan are drawn throughout this research. They are 

drawn not because the nations are comparable, but precisely ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

three significant accusations levelled at Amnesty: 

¶ Unnaturally hostile to Israel 

¶ Obsessive about Israel 

¶ Partially shaped by antisemitic forces 

To test these, Pakistan becomes an obvious baseline. In almost all indicators, Pakistan is 

nastier, less tolerant, more abusive and less democratic than Israel ς and all to a far larger 

number of people.327  

If the leaders of Pakistan and Israel were both in a room and you wanted to berate them for 

the actions of the state, you would shout first and more loudly at the Pakistani leader.  

This is important because it suggests that on a particular issue Amnesty is not acting a the 

even-ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ bDhΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ  

This does mean this is deliberate, nor part of official Amnesty strategy.  

Amnesty are reliant on their network of staff and volunteers to find stories, witnesses, 

activity, actions and so on. They are also dependent on them to prioritise according to 

severity. AmnestyΩǎ output therefore will inarguably be shaped by any bias inherent in its 

network.  

Unless Amnesty explicitly work against this through its recruitment strategy (see section on 

recruitment), Amnesty could find itself entirely ruined from within.  

Which is exactly what this research argues has happened.  

A simple search was conducted in the research section on the Amnesty website to compare 

ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ όǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎύ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ΨLǎǊŀŜƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩΥ328  

 
324 https://web.archive.org/web/*/https://www.amnesty.org.uk/ 
325 https://twitter.com/amnestyuk 
326 Some of the followers would clearly be duplicates. See https://www.facebook.com/AmnestyUK/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/amnestyglobal/ https://www.facebook.com/amnestyusa/ 
327 Refer to the Global Conflict section of this report 
328 https://www.amnesty.org/en/search 

https://www.facebook.com/AmnestyUK/
https://www.facebook.com/amnestyglobal/
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Since 2009, Israel has received well over twice as much attention from Amnesty as Pakistan 

(259%), a nation where violence against women and girls ς including rape, honour killings, 

ŀŎƛŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΣ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦΩ329  

A state in which  

¶ Journalists are murdered each year.330  

¶ Thousands of women are murdered in domestic violence each year.331  

¶ Over 3 million people are caught in the web of modern slavery.332 

¶ Extra-judicial killings are common, often in contrived confrontations with the 

police.333 334 

¶ The conflict in the North West alone has resulted in 10,000s of fatalities.335 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƛǎ Ψƴƻǘ ŦǊŜŜΩΦ336 

¶ Citizens have no or little access to justice.337 

 

And yet for every mention of Pakistan, Amnesty post between 2-3 pieces on Israel. Israel 

was also mentioned by Amnesty more than large-scale abusers of human rights such as 

China, Myanmar, North Korea, Russia and Turkey. Additionally, the recent visible decrease 

 
329 https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/wr2014_web_0.pdf 
330 https://cpj.org/data/killed/asia/pakistan 
331 https://jpma.org.pk/article-details/1372 
332 https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/2018/findings/regional-analysis/asia-and-the-pacific/ 
333 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-10667545 
334 https://www.dawn.com/news/1389719 
335 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insurgency_in_Khyber_Pakhtunkhwa 
336 https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2014/pakistan 
337 https://worldjusticeproject.org/sites/default/files/documents/Pakistan_Report_2017_Final-
Online%20Version-Reduced.pdf 
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in activity on Pakistan is clearly troublesome. Why has Amnesty virtually ceased to report on 

the violations there? 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƪŜȅ Twitter account had not tweetŜŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘ 

suddenly spǊŀƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘŜƴ LƴŘƛŀ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩΦ338 Amnesty 

attacked the Indian decision with numerous tweets.339 The Amnesty Facebook pages 

mirrored this activity. This is more than just ΨŘƻǳōƭŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΩΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ 

institutionally ingrained political agenda. 

This is stranger than it may seem. If Amnesty have produced items on Pakistan on their 

own website during 2019, including independent research, why on the subject of Pakistan 

are Amnesty social media accounts not even promotiƴƎ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊƪΚ   

To highlight this forcefully we can use the output from Human Rights Watch (HRW) as a 

baseline.340 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ¦Y ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ account in the 

12 months since September 2018. There is a clear focus on one specific event:341 

 

 
338 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10537286 
339 See https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1162352357512032262 
https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1161857676902637570 
https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1161934605798248448 
https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1162352845359919107 and 
https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1158341743554760704 
340 HRW operate in a similar field to Amnesty but have major structural differences 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_Rights_Watch importantly, HRW can be used because they also have a 
clear disproportionate anti-Israel agenda. https://www.ngo-monitor.org/in-the-
media/ngo_monitor_research_featured_in_sunday_times_nazi_scandal_engulfs_human_rights_watch_/  
341 https://tw itter.com/search?q=pakistan (from%3AamnestyUK) since%3A2018-09-01 

https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1162352357512032262
https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1161857676902637570
https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1161934605798248448
https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1162352845359919107
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_Rights_Watch
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In the last twelve months there are no explicit mentions at all of Pakistan on the main 

Amnesty Twitter account.342 These are just some of over 30 tweets explicitly mentioning 

Pakistan on the HRW account.  

 

During the time Amnesty UK only managed four tweets explicitly mentioning Pakistan, it put 

ƻǳǘ нн ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭκΨtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΩΦ 

More worrying than the obsessive numerical bias against Israel is the clear difference in the 

way in which the information is projected by Amnesty. Sometimes there is positive 

messaging. 

Take this positive tweet about Pakistan as an example:343 

 

 
342 https://tw itter.com/search?q=pakistan%20(from%3Aamnesty)%20since%3A2018-09-01 
343 https://twitter.com/amnestypress/status/1057586783960158211 
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Since May 2018, the Amnesty Press Office Twitter Account has made 2600 tweets. Of these 

1127 were original.344 ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǿŜŜǘ ƻƴ Ƨǳǎǘ т ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΥ   

 

hŦ ǘƘŜ т ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩΣ о όпо҈ύ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ  

¶ 3 (43%) Israel 

¶ 2 (29%) Boko Haram 

¶ 1 (14%) Syria /Russia.345 

¶ 1 (14%) Attack by unidentified group in Libya.346 

LǎǊŀŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ΨǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘǿŜets. Only Boko Haram were 

ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ όŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘǿŜŜǘύ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ΨƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ 

 
344 ΨƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǿŜŜǘǎΦ https://twitter.com/amnestypress 
345 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/06/syria-scores-of-civilian-casualties-in-suspected-russian-
air-strike-on-idlib/ 
346 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/04/libya-horrific-attack-targeting-refugees-and-migrants-
at-detention-centre-must-be-investigated-as-a-war-crime 
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These are not isolated occurrences. There is another example using language. Amnesty have 

ŀ Ƙŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƻŎŎǳǊs:347 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

describe actions by western democracies, such as Finland, but most do not.348 

Thƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƎȅǇǘΥ 

 

And Zimbabwe: 

 

Only once is the reƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩΦ Lƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

to Lebanon, not Israel and over a decade ago:349 

 

 

 
347 https://twitter.co m/amnesty/status/964130808314388481 
348 See example on Finland https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1037342600024543233 and Switzerland 
https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1066695104457527297 
349 https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/2737092465 

https://twitter.com/amnesty/status/1037342600024543233
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Here is a list of the countries about which Amnesǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩΥ350 

Angola Holland North Korea UAE 

Argentina  India Norway Ukraine 

Cambodia Indonesia  Peru  US  

Chad Iran Philippines  Uzbekistan 

China  Lebanon Qatar  Vietnam 

Czech Republic Malaysia Romania Zimbabwe 

Egypt  Mauritania Russia  

El Salvador Mexico South Africa  

Ethiopia Mongolia  Spain  

EU Morocco Switzerland  

Finland Myanmar Syria  

Gambia Nigeria Tunisia  

Guatemala  Norway Turkey   

 

{ƻƳŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŎŜΦ aŜȄƛŎƻ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ 

haŘ р ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ 9ƎȅǇǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ рΦ aȅŀƴƳŀǊ ŀƴŘ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ н ŀƴŘ vŀǘŀǊ оΦ Even 

North Korea had one. Israel was never mentioned in this fashion. 

This type of evidence is important. Discrimination can be easily hidden. The evidence above 

displays an underlying and obvious difference in the way that Israel is viewed and treated by 

Amnesty. An existence of real hostility towards the entity rather than the actions of any 

particular government.  

This is an example of the way the release of Ahed Tamimi was reported by Amnesty ς as an 

excuse to attack Israel further:351 

 

²ƛǘƘ aŜȄƛŎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ΨƘƻǇŜΩΥ352 

 

And for Qatar, nothing else to think about:353 

 

 
350 https://twitter.com/search?q="good news" from:amnesty 
351 https://twitter.com/AmnestyUK/status/1023861127200079872 
352 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/mexico 
353 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights_in_Qatar 
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To show this is a pattern in their social media narrative, the Amnesty UK Twitter account 

ŀƭǎƻ Ǌŀƴ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛes. They provide different examples but displayed the same bias. 

bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ 

China, El Salvador, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Russia, Egypt, Yemen, North Korea, Zimbabwe, 

Turkey, Pakistan, Uganda, Bahrain, Malaysia, Turkey, Iran, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Sudan, 

Ethiopia, India, Mexico, Syria, Burkina Faso & Myanmar. 

North Korea: 

 

Pakistan: 

 

To drive home this point, there was only one story on Israel on the AmnestyUK account 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩΦ It wŀǎ ŀ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΩ ǎƘƻǳǘ-out to Airbnb for boycotting Israel and a 

call out for other companies to follow suit:354 

 

This is not just a bias towards AmnestyΩǎ over-reporting and discriminatory practices against 

Israel. This is a qualitative difference. There is a clear and visible hostility that does not exist 

when Amnesty deals with human rights abuse within the borders ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 

human rights abusers. 

The evidence of a hostile anti-Israel bias is visible wherever you decide to put down the 

terms of the research. A simple glance over the recent output from the Amnesty 

International Facebook account provides another example. 

 
354 Airbnb later reversed the decision https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/apr/10/airbnb-
reverses-decision-to-remove-israeli-west-bank-homes-from-website 
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Since July 1 2019, Amnesty InternationalΩǎ main Facebook Page has published 62 Facebook 

posts.355 Many of them are self-promotional or general messages about the power of 

activism. There are also cause-related posts such as articles related to the issues of consent, 

abortion, climate change, LGBT rights or refugees/immigration. 

35 of the posts were country specific: 

6 Israel 

4 Hong Kong 

4 USA 

3  Kashmir 

3 Saudi Arabia 

2 Philippines 

2 Libya 

1 Russia 

1 Ecuador 

1  Morocco 

1 Argentina 

1 Lebanon 

1 Switzerland 

1 China 

1 Iran 

1  South Korea 

1 Sudan 

1 Syria 

 

Even beyond the obvious bias that means Amnesty are focusing more on Israel than on the 

most pressing human rights abuses of the day, all of the references were attached to a 

current news item. Only with Israel, did Amnesty keep referencing older articles that were 

uploaded eight months ago.356 In 2019, the account has onlȅ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǿŀǊ 

ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǇƻǎǘǎΦ Three (almost half) of these were in accusations against Israel. 

 

LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ōƛŀǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ 

second largest FB page, Amnesty USA does not ƻōǎŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ 

 
355 This count was conducted on 18th August 2019. https://www.facebook.com/amnestyglobal/ 
356 See recent post https://www.facebook.com/amnestyglobal/posts/2578232712189585? And article archive 
from January https://web.archive.org/web/20190130232646/https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-
involved/take-action/tripadvisor-occupied-palestine-territories/ 
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other outlets do.357 Although it can be argued that IsrŀŜƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ǇŀƎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ψŀƴǘƛ-¢ǊǳƳǇΩ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘǎ 

are on domestic issues. Yet even on international matters Israel is not in first place: 

 

LŦ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘŀǊƪ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 

Suddenly Israel is not the key offender: 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ŀƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ΨŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊΩ ƛƴ ǘhe USA would not 

necessarily be aware of the high levels of anti-Israel bias that is evident within the global 

organisation. It means that some members in the USA may be contributing to the Amnesty 

cause unaware they are funding a global campaign that is obsessed with anti-Israel 

activity.  

This difference in bias has been subtly noted before. In June 2016, a pro-Israeli blog site 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΦ358 The article notes that when 

Amnesty do tweet about fatal terror attacks against Israelis, the tweet receives far less 

 
357 With 881,000 likes Amnesty USA is second only to the main Amnesty International page (2.2 million likes) 
https://www.facebook.com/amnestyusa/ 
358 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elder_of_Ziyon 
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promotion (retweets, likes) from Amnesty followers than an average Amnesty tweet. 

{ǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ΨAmnesty's Twitter followers don't care about dead JewsΩ. 359 In the research 

however, Amnesty USA followers did not display a similar anti-Israel bias, as Amnesty USA 

retweets about dead Israelis received an average amount of likes and retweets. 

This suggests Amnesty International may be passing their animosity towards Israel on to 

their followers ς where the bias is not as blatant, Amnesty followers still respond to Israelis 

just as they would to other human beings. Another dynamic is also possible: anti-Israel 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŀ ΨŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘȅǇŜΩ ƻŦ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊΦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ¦{! ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻōǎŜǎǎ Ψas muchΩ so have a 

different type of audience (Amnesty USA still obsess ς everything here is relative.) 

Returning to the Amnesty International website, there is a section for those who want to 

ΨƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΩΦ LƴǎƛŘŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ΨǳǊƎŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦΩ360 ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ΨǳǊƎŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ 

ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ΨtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩΥ 

 

Going back to December 2018, there are just four: 

Two criticising the UAE, one praising Pakistan and one criticising Sri Lanka. Amnesty found 

no reason during 2019 to act ΨǳǊƎŜƴǘƭȅΩ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ōǊǳtal oppression of human rights.  

 
359 http://elderofziyon.blogspot.com/2016/06/amnestys-twitter -followers-dont-care.html 
360 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources?audience=1629 
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In May a 22-year-ƻƭŘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ Punjab province reported to police that four men 

had abducted her at gunpoint and raped her. Three of the four were police officers.361 In 

February Pashtun activist Arman Luni died during a sit in.362 April brought reports of the sale 

of Pakistani women and girls to buyers in China.363 In May a clash with the Pakistani army 

saw three activists killed in North Waziristan.364 

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ΨŎŀƭl ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎ ŀgainst Israel, seven of 

them critical. Whilst Israel faced seven critical calls to action, these were the results of the 

search: 

¶ Israel 7 

¶ Myanmar 6 

¶ Saudi 6 

¶ Turkey 5 

¶ Lebanon 1 

¶ Jordan 1 

¶ Morocco 0 

¶ Qatar 0 

This means Qatar received the same lack of attention aǎ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ΨvŀǘŀǊƛ ƭŀǿǎ 

continue to discriminate against migrants, women ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [D.¢ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦΩ365 Qatar can 

apparently strip people of citizenship and render them stateless without Amnesty 

interference.366 

aƻǊƻŎŎƻΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨƻŎŎǳǇƛŜǎΩ ΨŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ψƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

liberation ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦ-determination also received no urgent call 

to action.367 

hƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ΨƛǎǎǳŜǎΩ ǇŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

ΨǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΩΣ Ψ[D.¢Ω ŀƴŘ ΨǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ΨƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ 

ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ {ȅǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ368 Inside the page on Israel is just 

action after action against Israel. There is virtually nothing about the human rights abuses 

taking place inside PA areas.369 

Amnesty provide their own evidence of this unnatural and unacceptable bias.  

When Amnesty promote themselves and list examples of the importance of their work on 

armed conflict, they list Syria, Sudan, Nigeria and the Central African Republic. They choose 

to highlight the worst cases they deal with, as any self-publicising outlet would in such 

 
361 https://t witter.com/hrw/status/1131790009282039808 
362 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/02/15/pakistan-should-address-pashtun-grievances 
363 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/04/26/pakistan-should-heed-alarm-bells-over-bride-trafficking 
364 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/30/pakistan-investigate-north-waziristan-deaths 
365 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/qatar 
366 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/12/qatar-families-arbitrarily-stripped-citizenship 
367 Morocco has unilaterally annexed a large part of Western Sahara 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_status_of_Western_Sahara 
368 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues 
369 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories 
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circumstances.370 When they list examples under the headings of indigenous peoples, 

detention, discrimination, freedom of expression and international justice, Israel dƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 

a mention either. The question can therefore be raised. If Amnesty themselves think there 

are lots of issues on the planet far worse than anything going on in Israel, then why are they 

always focusing on the Jewish state?   

I openly challenge anyone to find a comparable headline relating to Israel on any Amnesty 

media outlet to this 2018 article on Pakistan:371 

 

Because everywhere you look on the Amnesty website, the demonization of Israel is there. 

Amnesty displays an unnatural bias against Israel and a clear hostility that causes it to treat 

it differently than it does all other nations.  

Israel is treated as illegitimate, not by action (what it does), but by design (that it exists at 

all). Nations can have bad leaders, governments, armies, actioƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ΨƘƻǇŜΩ 

and positive actions are met by Amnesty with a positive response. ONLY Israel is different.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƎŀǇǎ ƛƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦŀǊ ƭŜǎǎ-than-

average attention on some key human rights offenders.  

.ŜȅƻƴŘ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ LǎǊŀŜƭ ΨƻōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΩ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀƴǘƛ-ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ōȅ ǊŜŦƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƭƛƪŜǎ {ƘƛΩƛǘŜ 

Iran. It reacts to Saudi Arabia military activity in Yemen and with the Egyptian government 

when it cracks down on the Muslim Brotherhood.372 It springs to life against India when it 

acts in Kashmir, acts against China with the Uighur and Burma with the Rohingya. These are 

key indicators of influence and focus. 

This is visible everywhere you scratch the surface.  

 

 

 

 

 
370 https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/armed-conflict/ 
371 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/pakistan-historic-advances-for-rights-tribal-areas-
transgender-people/ see also https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_rights_in_Pakistan 
372 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim_Brotherhood 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/pakistan-historic-advances-for-rights-tribal-areas-transgender-people/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/pakistan-historic-advances-for-rights-tribal-areas-transgender-people/
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CASE STUDY AN AMNESTY Ψ/!at!LDbΩ 

In May, to coincide with World Press Day, Amnesty International announced the launch of a 

ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩ ƻƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ373  

 

It seems to have been the brainchild of Rimmel Mohydin, a South Asia Campaigner at 

Amnesty International, in partnership with Jahanzeb Hussain, head of Dawn Media: 

 

It was publicised on the Amnesty International South Asia Facebook Page where it was 

shared 8 times:374 

 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƛǘΦ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩ launched in May, just a single update on Asia Bibi: 

 
373 https:// www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/05/pakistan-without-press-freedom-the-truth-can-often-
disappear/ 
374 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=317409218896328 
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Nor did they Tweet about it: 

 

Nor did they tweet about press freedom: 

 

Nor did the Amnesty UK Twitter Account.  

Amnesty International did nothing. Even though:  

¶ They had a partner,  

¶ a video was created,  

¶ one of their own campaigners had run with it 

¶ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨtǊŜǎǎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ 5ŀȅΩ  

¶ They themselves had announced a campaign 

bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ CƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ т Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 

subscriber base. This oddity led to an additional example being considered.  

9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ΨŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩ ǿŀǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 

!ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ  

It was necessary to go back over a year to find a suitable example. On 24 April 2018 

launched a campaign about a missing human rights campaigner and journalist.375 

 

 
375 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa33/8263/2018/en/ 
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This was a far better test. Deedar Ali Shabrani had been missing for several months. It was 

believed he had been kidnapped or, ƛƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ΨŦƻǊŎƛōƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΩΦ 

Amnesty ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ Ψŀǘ ƘƛƎƘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΩΦ376 

This time, the campaign suited Amnesty International perfectly. An example that addressed 

their natural purpose and all their core belief systems. Additionally, if letters and emails are 

important, then surely Amnesty would generate as many responses as possible. 

The tweets of Amnesty International were searched for an entire week between April 21 

and April 28 2018. No mention of Pakistan, this journalist or the campaign were found.377 

They did however manage to tweet this about weapons sales to Israel:378 

 

While Ali Shabrani was neglected by the human rights organisation, the tweet above was 

retweeted 1300 times. In fact, Shabrani has never been explicitly named in an Amnesty 

tweet: 

 

The tweets of Amnesty UK were also searched for the same time period. Once again, no 

mention of Pakistan, this journalist or !ƳƴŜǎǘȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ379 

Yet in the week 21-28 April 2018, as ShŀōǊŀƴƛ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ΨƘƛƎƘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΩΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 

than campaign for him, Amnesty UK took the opportunity to make over 40 tweets. Five of 

these were about Israel, such as these examples: 

 

 
376 https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA3382632018ENGLISH.pdf 
377 https://twitter.com/search?q=(from%3Aamnesty)%20until%3A2018-04-28%20since%3A2018-04-
21&src=typed_query 
378 https://twitter. com/amnesty/status/989898090948767744 
379 https://twitter.com/search?q=(from%3Aamnestyuk)%20until%3A2018-04-28%20since%3A2018-04-21 
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Amnesty UK have never tweeted about Shabrani explicitly. 

 

A ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀōǊŀƴƛ ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ 

single post: 
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A search was conducted on Twitter for any mention of Shabrani from any Amnesty account. 

There were two. Amnesty Germany and, the first to tweet about it, Amnesty India: 

 

Amnesty South Asia tweeted on the subject of press freedom and received 18 retweets. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ (although in that week 

there were two about Israel).380  

Which once again highlights the key issue with the bias inherent in Amnesty action. Is it 

really a coincidence that one of only two Amnesty accounts to tweet about this Pakistan 

campaign was Amnesty India? 

On Facebook, there was no mention of Pakistan or Shabrani in April 2018 on the Amnesty 

International account. They did however manage to make five posts about Israel.381  

The Amnesty UK Facebook account also ignored the plight of this kidnapped journalist and 

freedom fighter, but you can rest assured they managed to find the time to make two posts 

about Israel. 382 

! ǿƛŘŜǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ Ψ{ƘŀōǊŀƴƛΩ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

Amnesty branches had helped to run the campaign. The only one that was found was 

Amnesty India: 

 

 
380 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/archive/2018/04?page=2 
381 Use Facebooks search function https://www.facebook.com/amnestyglobal/ 
382 tƭŀŎŜ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ΨLǎǊŀŜƭΩ ƛƴto search function, you can then use the filter to see only results for 
https://www.facebook.com/AmnestyUK/, it is then possible to limit to a date range.  

https://www.facebook.com/AmnestyUK/

